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The anti-graft court rejected a 

defense motion to quash the his- 

s i t ll tu 1 $ ` inhibit himself due to his alleged 

mtetlectua : : bias against the accused 

over credit for arrest Fora ap TE Ss a dk 
By AQUILES Z. ZONIO, PDI Mindanao Bureau 

with the claim that the plunder law 

is unconstitutional due to vague- 

in this city Sunday afternoon, elating Malacaiiang but lias Commander Global, the first self, Badoy admitted displaying 

triggering a conflict over credit between the military and 9f the Aba Sayyaf leaders to fali } exuberance,” but said he was still 

mander Global, said tobe the “chief The reports said the military This was clearly shown in a ing, the arraignment of Estrada, his 

of staff” of the Abu Sayyaf faction “snatched” the Abu Sayyaf leader video, shown on local television, son Jinggoy and lawyer Ed Serapio, 

afternoon yesterday after being Global served as spokesperson one haul, during last year's Sipadan counsel Cleofe Versola told report- 

flown in from Mindanao, for the bandit group during the hos- hostage crisis. ers after an afternoon hearing at the 

Crame and General Santos City ropean tourists abducted from the with the payment of $25,000 in ran- rari before the Supreme Court, ask- 

quoted PNP officials as saying that Malaysian resort island of Sipadan. som, the footage taken by an Aus- THE BOUNTY forthe capture of Nadzmie Saabdullaalias Commander Global ing the justices to issue a tempo- 

uled arraignment would take place 

this afternoon despite attempts by 

WAS he fired or promoted? the Central Luzon Command wasa Beroya, who had been accused by the relief and transfer of Berroys. Rigoberto Tiglao said the President Desierto, the chief prosecutor in the 

Senior Supt. Reynaldo Berroya, “promotion” because the command the opposition of allegedly feeding Aside from approving the PNP gave her marching orders to offi- People of the Philippines vs. Jo- 

But he was given another as- perceived as one of the “juicy posi- ition job on Sen. Panfilo Lacson, to “accelerate the war against PALACE/ A14 ESTRADA/ A14 


À THE SANDIGANBAYAN yester- 
2 $ day removed all legal hindrances 
5 $ y $ to the unprecedented arraignment 
of a former Philippine president for 
the capital offense of economic 
toric case against Joseph Estrada 
and another motion asking Associ- 
vision dismissed the petition to 
scrap the plunder charge “for lack 
AND CARLITO PABLO By NORALYN MUSTAFA 
3 PDI Mindanao Bureau 
GENERAL SANTOS CITY—A top officer of the Abu ness. 
In the matter of inhibiting him- 
z into the hands of the law, commands ; $ s impartial 
the police. respect not only among his peers z $ But Estrada lawyers were still 
based in Sulu, was presented to the from police custody in order to fly which is perhaps the only record in scheduled for 2 p.m. today at the 
media at the Philippine Army base him to Manila and take credit for living color of an actual abduction Sandiganbayan in Quezon City. 
He has a PS-million prize on his tage crisis last year, wherein hun- Although the hostages, mostly Sandiganbayan. 
head. dreds of millions of pesos changed crew and reporters of European tele- She said the defense would file 
the police were responsible for AFP/AI4 LOW/Al4 and 3 of his men totals P8 million. Global arrives Manila Monday. a aeaa bangl l 
with the plunder case. 
By DAVE VERIDIANO ` signment, this,time as head of the tions” among the 15 PNP regional is said to be part of the ongoing crime,” particularly kidnappings the defense panel to again delay 
AND JULIET JAVELLANA PNP Central Luzon Command. commands. revamp of the PNP. and bank robberies. the historic trial proceedings. 
the controversial intelligence chief was bigger than the PNP intelli- “garbage” intelligence reports to revamp, Ms Macapagal formally cials to neutralize kidnap-for-ran- seph Ejercito-Estrada case. 
of the Philippine National Police, gence group. President Macapagal-Arroyo andof established yesterday the National som and bank robbery syndicates “The arraignment will push 
i V Dril h 
eS TEN loria favors Drilon to head Senate 
fe * By BELINDA OLIVARES-CUNANAN the President's choice of Drilon "names ‘that were described as 
or pay increase over three other PPC aspirants has 


i i Low-profil 
AFP, PNP bickering Low-profile ee 
of merit.” The court said it disagreed 
Sayyaf and three of his men were captured by authorities JOLO, Sulu—Nadzmie Ssabdulla 

Nadzmie Saabdulla alias Com- Global's arrest. ‘bat foreign journalists as well. bent on stopping, or at least delay- 
in Fort Bonifacio, Makati City. mid- the accomplishment. of foreign journalists, 10 of them in “It can still be stopped,” defense 
Radio reports from both Camp hands for the release of mostly Eu- vision, were released after 12 hours this morning a petition for certio- 
P . ý e Ombudsman Aniano Desierto, 
alace relieves Berroya as chief PNP spy 2s" 
But Berroya said his transfer to The relief and transfer of Lacson declined to comment on Presidential! spokesperson “Laban (Fight)!” exclaimed 
was relieved of his post yesterday. ‘The Central Luzon Commandis “masterminding” the alleged demo- rime Commission (NACC) within 90 days. through as scheduled. I will per- 

“floating.” 


TO BLOCK the political opposi- been interpreted by Senate insiders The diagram showed that 
By NORMAN BORDADORA, tion inthe Senate, whicheould mus- a a way of nealing the Angara wihin the PPC are two groups: 
GIL CABANON JA, ANA er as many as 11 votes to win the bloc through Drilon. akas with Cayetano, Senators 
Gene TAAL Senate presidency for Sen. Edgardo Angara and Drilon are known to Juan Flavier, Loren Legarda and 
+ Angara, President Macapagal-Ar- be close friends dating to their stint Rober Bakad. Plavier claiine 
royo has begun floating her prefer- at the Accra law office. With Drilon that in his group there's a “sub- 
PXPRESSING deep concem over the plight of ence for Sen. Franklin Drilon to the President hopes, according to P bloc” composed of himself, 
the poor the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of that top post, the INQUIRER leamed- the Inguwer informant, to win the Legarda and Sen, Ramon 
Sodir gem ka iamen e829 ware Yesterday. ‘opposition over for a critical col- Magsaysay Jr. Sen. Serge 
San for wert ts ge Over the weekend, the President laboration with her administration. J ‘Osmefia may also be included in 
But the tii sits lan f the Phil reportedly called up a few senators On July I, President Macapagal this sub-group, even if he ran 
ut the Employers Confederation ofthe Phil- belonging to her party, the Lakas- met with the four aspirants from under the PDP-Laban banner in 
ippines (Ecop) warned that the proposal lo mise NUCD and the so-called “House the PPC, namely, Drilon, Senators the last elections, 
the stare Aiea pout ae many bloc” consisting of former congress- Joker Arroyo and Renato Cayetano; ‘The Lakas bloc is said to be 
enterprises to close shop and swell the ranks Of men who had been elected (0 the Senate President Aquilino Pimentel, backing up Cayetano for Senate 
es A Senate under the administration's who was then abroad, was repre- president. . 
„Taking the opposite view, the Trade Union People Power Coalition (PPC). sented by his daughter Gwen. With Also listed with the PPC are 
Congress of the Philippines (TUCP) said the Among those the President re- President Macapagal was political Drilon, Pimentel and Sergio 
wage increase would boost consumer spending _portediy called were Senators adviser Gabby Claudio. Onnefa 
and help revive the economy. | Manuel Villar, Recto and Renato The President was presented a Then there's the new “House 
“The poor are already suffering so much with Cayetano. diagram (see graphics) that listed bloc” of former representatives 
the rising cost of basic commodities. It is time Less than two weeks before the down five groupings within the THE QUESTION being asked Sen. Franklin Drilon: Where elected to the Senate, Villar, 
bas ne > ee wages,” pe lege) ‘opening of the Senate on July 23, Senate as well as four indiyidual are your “identifiable allies?” JOANBONDOC GMA/A13 
rlando Quevedo, who was reelected president 5 neem a 
ee eae PEOPLE POWER COALITION OPPOSITION mmm aes 
increased participation of the poor in the Church, HOUSE BLOC LAKAS POP-LABAN Patt | 
aa oe Arroyo Cayetano Pimentel Drion T Ado At Angara, 
“We call on the government to be on the side T i i eR, granite, 
Che = Separ petip seraa Villar Flavier = Magsaysay 4» S. Osmefia Revilla DeCastro 14. J. Osmeña AÉ Estrada A$, Ople 
right to a living wage,” Rev. Israel Alvaran ol 1 7 : ` > ort an aon 
the UMC said in a statement. | | z Aa i £ = ree 
‘The minimum wage in Metro Manila is P250, Recto bogarda 4+ a5 hae chess 4 Apon AN, ot 
much lower than the P509 daily income or t [j s m Tf oem A 
E1520 Ae a E raga maen 3 tina) sot 
‘On Saturday, Labor Secretary Patricia Sto, z $ pro 
‘Tomas was reported to be in favor of a PI25  * Senators in PPC Yellow and Opposition Orange are 
BISHOPS/AI4 contenders for Ihe Senate Presidency. 
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By CHRISTIAN V. ESGUERRA 
AND CATHY C. YAMSUAN 


CONVINCED that Angelo Mawanay, 
alias Ador, is telling the truth, civil soci- 
ety groups have formed a seven-man le- 
gal panel to prosecute those behind the 
abduction and possible murder of casino 
employee Edgar Bentain. 

Led by lawyer Leonardo de Vera of the Equal 
Justice for All Movement, the panel will include 
Jose Aguila Grapilon, former president of the Inte 
grated Bar of the Philippines, Argee Guevarra, 
Spokesperson of Sanlakas party-list group, and hu- 
man rights lawyer Pete Prinsipe. 

‘The three other panel members will be known at 
tomorrow's launching of the “Justice for Edgar 
Movement” in front of the Grand Bay Boulevard 
Hotel where Bentain was abducted two years ago. 

, who claims to have been a former 
civilian agent of the defunct Presidential Anti-Crime 
‘Task Force, has accused Sen. Panfilo Lacson of or- 
dering the abduction and killing of Bentain in 1999. 
Bentain earlier released a videotape that showed then 
presidential candidate Joseph Estrada, Lacson’s pa- 
tron, playing baccarat in a hotel casino, 

‘At the time of Bentain’s disappearance, Lacson 
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was the national police chief and concurrent head 
of the PAOCTF. 

Mawanay said Bentain was buried alive near a 
bridge in Bacolor, Pampanga, on Jan. 16, 1999. 

Bentain's family had asked the anti-crime group 
Volunteers Against Crime and Corruption to form 
the legal team after finding the revelations of 
Mawanay “very credible.” 

De Vera, who with four other lawyers had grilled 
Mawanay over the weekend, said Ador’s answers to their 
questions proved that “no doubt he worked for Lacson.” 

‘Ador came forward to reveal his part in criminal 
activities allegedly staged by the PAOCTF after sens- 
ing that he was targeted for assassination. 

He said that several civilian agents in his group 
had been killed, including a certain “Mang Ben,” 
allegedly a trusted aide of Lacson. 

in previous interviews, Ador had implicated Lacson 
and his protégés, Senior Supt. Michael Ray Aquino and 
‘Senior Supt. Cesar Mancao in the PAOCTF's illegal 
activities, particularly in the killing of Bentain. 

Ador has also hinted at the parti 
Estrada, Estrada's son by Sen. Luisa * 
in some of the PAOCTF's illegal activities. 

“The revelations are very credible and they should 
be pursued,” De Vera said. 

De Vera said the legal team would pursue the case 
even if authorities failed to recover Bentain's body. 

“We don't really need to recover Edgar's body to 
have a case against the perpetrators as long as there 
are other credible (pieces of) evidence to corroborate 
‘Ador’s revelations,” he said. 

De Vera also said that when he visited Mawanay, 
the civilian agent recognized him as one of those 
targeted for kidnapping and liquidation on Lacson’s 
alleged orders. 

“He said he recognized me from a photo, and that 
that picture came with instructions for my liquids 
tion,” said De Vera, who was part of the panel of 
private prosecutors in Estrada's impeachment trial. 
With reports from 
Armand N. Nocum and 
Christine Avendaño 
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Pampanga. 


BACOLOR, Pampa- 
nga—Non-stop digging 
by military intelligence 
agents searching for the 
body of casino employee 
Edgar Bentain at the foot 
of the Cabetican Bridge 
here since last week 
might destroy an 
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unarmored section of the 
FVR Megadike, Mayor 
Romeo Dungca warned 
Monday. 

Local residents also 
raised fears for the life of 
a woman who claimed to 
have seen a drum full of 
‘cement near the site where 
agents of the defunct 
Presidential Anti-Organ- 
ized Crime Task Force al- 
legedly dumped Bentain's 
body in January 1999. 

sing a backhoe and 
a payloader from the 
Pampanga engineering 
office, at least 10 agents, 
of the Intelligence Serv- 
ice of the Armed Forces 
of the Philippines (Isafp) 
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have excavated two ad- 
jacent sites at the east- 
ern section of the bridge 
since last week. 

‘The Isafp is now look- 
ing for metal detectors to 
help speed up the search. 

“The diggings, under- 
taken amid typhoon Fe- 
ria's" heavy rains, have 
proved futile, Senior 
Supt. Ismael Rafanan, 
Pampanga police direc- 
tor, said. 

‘Angelo. Mawanay, 
alias Ador, who claimed 
to be a PAOCTF civilian 
agent and who admitted 
participating in the abduc- 
tion and killing of Bentain, 
allegedly on the orders of 


of cement. 
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MILITARY agents searching for the body of casino employee Edgar Bentain continue todignearthe Gabetican Bridge in Bacolor, 


The drum, according 
to him, was buried in a 
deep hole in a “long 
bridge,” which tuned out 
to be that in Cabetican, 
Aided by the woman, 
Isafp agents resumed the 
diggings on Monday, 
creating a third hole as 
deep as 10 feet, 
Rafanan 
woman, whom Isafp op- 
eratives called Julie, had 
urged the excavation team 


Prev 
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Search for Bentain body perils megadike 


PAOCTF officials, arrived 
at the site Thursday to con- 
firm the location. 
Mawanay claimed 
that Bentain was sealed 
alive inside a 


to dig deep, saying she 
had found the drum in a 
hole as deep as 10 feet, 
However, Dungca ex- 
pressed anxiety over the 
effect of the diggings on 
the megadike, Pampa- 
nga’s main catchment of 
Mi. Pinatubo's lahar. 
Officials of the De- 
partment of Public 
Works and Highways in 
Central Luzon, which 
was managing the 56-km 
long dike, said the Isafp 
did not coordinate the 
diggings with the 
agency. Tonette Orejas, 
PDI Central Luzon 
Desk, with a report from 
Carlito Pablo in Manila 


drum full 


said, the 


Now, it’s smuggled cell phones 


ALLEGED civilian agent Angelo 
Mawanay alias Ador has claimed 
Sen. Panfilo “Ping” Lacson Jr. 
made P585 million in illegally sell- 
ing smuggled cellular phones in one 
year alone. 

In a swom statement, Mawanay 
said Lacson was able to dispose of a 
total of 65,000 units of Nokia 3210 
valued at P9,000 each from April 
1998 to the first quarter of 1999. 

‘At the time, Mawanay said, 
Nokia 3210 was selling at P13,000 
cach from legitimate cellular phone 
companies. 

Lacson, he said, ordered him to 
find big-time buyers for the smuggled 
cellular phones and that he was prom- 
ised a commission of P4,000 per unit. 

‘Mawanay said Lacson owed him 
as much as P260 million in com- 
mission but failed to deliver his end 
of the bargain. 

He said Lacson would some- 
times order the seizure of cellular 
phone units imported by a telecom- 
munications giant even if the im- 
portation was properly documented. 

Later, Mawanay said, Lacson 
would order the release of half of the 
units held and the rest would be sold 
to the telecommunications giant's 
Competitor at even a lower price. 

“Being a salesman, I could easily 
find buyers. Sometimes, Lacson him- 
self would give me names, then I de- 
liver the units,” Mawanay said. 

‘The units were being disposed of 
“in bulk,” he said. The lowest volume 
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was at 1,000 units per buyer, he added. 

The buyers, he said, would pay 
out in “pay to cash” checks. These 
checks, Mawanay said, were brought 
directly to Lacson. 

“I was afraid the banks would not 
cash the checks and would ask me so 
many questions because of the amount 
involved. The smallest amount paid out 
in checks was worth P9 million. The 
bank would not give that much money 
to me. So I gave the checks to Lacson, 
who always promised to give me my 
commission after the checks were 
cashed. Not a single centavo came,” 
Mawanay lamented. 

‘Mawanay did not name the buyers 
in his affidavit but he submitted the list 
to Col. Victor Corpus, chief of the In- 
telligence Service of the Armed Forces 
of the Philippines. He gave some names 
to the INQUIRER but asked that the 
names be withheld. 

“Big names are involved, The list is 
now with Colonel Corpus,” Mawanay said 

Mawanay said one of the reasons 
he came out in the open was Lacson's 
failure to pay him his commission. 

Just so Lacson would give him what 
was due him, he suggested to the sena- 
tor to pay him a total of P100 million 
and the rest of the P160 million would 
be written off. 

“Before the elections, (Senior Supt) 
Michael Ray Aquino kept on telling 
me that the P100 million would be is- 
sued to me by Lacson. I realized, 
Aquino was just saying all those be- 
cause they wanted me to do more ille- 
gal operations like bank sobberies for 
them,” he said. 

Last month, Mawanay said, he 
learned that Lacson ordered two civil- 
ian agents to kill him for PS million. 
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Gov’t receives Swiss, German documents on Marcos billions 


‘THE GOVERNMENT has received documents con- 
firming that Irene Marcos-Araneta tried to launder 
billions of dollars in alleged stolen wealth, Justice 
Secretary Hernando Perez said yesterday. z 

Philippine investigators had been told by their 
‘Swiss and German counterparts that Irene, the 
younger of two daughters of the late dictator 
Ferdinand Marcos, and her husband Greggy Araneta, 
had tried to transfer funds to the Deutsche Bank 
from the Union Bank of Switzerland, Perez said. 

Perez's statements confirmed an INQUIRER report 
last week that a Philippine government delegation 
sent to Dusseldorf, Germany, had received evidence 
from German investigators of Irene’s attempt to 
transfer funds from her UBS deposits to the Deutsche 
Bank's Dusseldorf branch, 

UBS has repeatedly denied that it was handling 
any Marcos or Araneta accounts. 

Militants yesterday urged President Macapagal- 
Arroyo to lodge a diplomatic protest with the Swiss 
government for keeping the ill-gotten wealth in be- 
half of the Marcoses. 

In a statement, the fisherfolk group Pamalakaya 
said the Swiss Embassy in Manila should be informed 
that “the 75 million Filipinos are outraged” at the 
‘Swiss government's preferential bias for the Marcoses. 

Perezsaid the German government had provided docu- 
ments to prove that rene and Greggy Araneta, along with 
four Marcos associates, opened bank accounts in the 
Deutsche Bank in February reportedly to transfer billions 
of dollars in Marcos money stashed at the UBS. 

No precise figures were given. 

German authorities were later forced to close 

‘their investigation of the money-laundering at- 
tempt” because no money was transferred and there- 
fore no crime was committed, Perez said. 


According to him, he submitted a full report to 
President Macapagal-Arroyo, including recommen- 
dations for recovering wealth allegedly plundered 
by Marcos during his 20 years in power. 

“In Switzerland, the two governments reaffirmed 
their cooperative efforts to pursue with deliberate 
speed the pending actions in both Switzerland and the 
Philippines involving Marcos crony assets that re- 
main frozen and subject to court actions.” Perez said. 

‘The Presidential Commission on Good Govern- 
ment earlier said it would summon the Araneta cou- 
ple for questioning, 

Perez said the government was also studying the 
“viability of obtaining accounting and disclosure 
orders” for the couple. 

‘The govemment claims that Marcos, who died in 
exile in Hawaii in 1989, had plundered state coffers dur- 
ing his rule and that his family and heirs have stashed 
more funds abroad although it has yet to prove the claim. 

Tn the early 1990s, the government recovered 
about $540 million from Swiss accounts. The money 
is now held in escrow at the Philippine National 
Bank where, with interest, it has now grown to $642 
million, pending the resolution of legal cases con- 
ceming its ownership. 

Pamalakaya spokesperson Nolly Serrano said the 
‘Swiss government violated the sovereign rights of the 
Filipino people when it allowed the Marcases to trans- 
fer their ill-gotten deposits to other banks in Europe. 

“We urge the Macapagal administration to exer- 
cise the right of a sovereign state against another 
state which coddled the Marcoses and their ill-gotten 
billions," he said. 

David Chaikin, 2 money laundering expert and a 
former senior fraud officer for the Australian gov- 
emmen, said the UBS kept and maintained the Irene 


Moderate quake jolts Metro 


A MODERATE earth- 
‘quake struck Metro Ma- 
nila’ and five nearby 
provinces early yester- 
day, rousing some peo- 
ple from sleep but caus- 
ing no injury or damage, 
officials said. 

‘The Philippine Insti- 
tute of Volcanology and 
Seismology said a move- 
ment in the Lubang fault 
set off the 4.4-magnitude 
quake at 1:17 am. 

was half-asleep on 

ir when I felt my 
slightly shaking,” 

said Vilma Hernandez, a 


researcher at the Phivolcs 
in Quezon City. 

The quake was 
centered in the sea 
about 130 km south of 
Manila. It was also felt 
in the resort town of 
Puerto Galera on 
Mindoro island and in 
some areas in the prov- 
inces of Quezon, Cavite 
and Rizal 

The quake's 
epicenter was placed at 
20 km and 56 km west 
of Batangas City. No af- 
tershocks were expected 
and no damage to prop- 
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erty was reported. 
The quake measured 
Intensity 4 in Tagaytay 
City and Tanauan, 
Batangas; Intensity 3 in 
Manila ‘and Lucban, 
Quezon; Intensity 2 in 
Quezon City and Taguig, 
Rizal; and Intensity | in 
Gauinyangan, Quezon. 
The country lies in 
the so-called Pacific 
“ring of fire” where 
earthquakes and vol- 
canic activity are com- 
mon. Reports from AP 
and Cynthia Balana 
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ASIA PACIFIC TELECOM SYSTEMS CORP. 
4C Vernida 1 Bldg., 120 Amorsolo St. Legaspi Village, Makati City 
Tel. No.: 813-2868/70/59/17; Fax No.: 813-2869 
E-mail: aptel@skyinet.net; aptel@pacific.net.ph 


Resellers for Visayas & Mindanao are welcome! 


Marcos-Araneta account amounting to $13.2 billion, 

Solicitor General Frank Chavez, who has been 
deputized by the justice department to help track 
down the Marcos deposits abroad, has expressed 
fears that the UBS deposits may have already been 
transferred to another European bank, 

“The Swiss government owes the Filipino people 
a multitude of explanation. It is a national slur fired 
in indiscriminate proportions against the Filipino 
people.” Serrano said. 

‘Serrano also called on the government to imme- 
diately file plunder and criminal charges against the 
Araneta couple. 

“Its time to end the Marcoses’ three decades of 
revelry and merry-making. They must face their des- 
tiny in courts and in jails,” he said. 

Earlier, militants asked the Macapagal adminis- 
tration to inhibit the PCGG, the agency tasked with 
going after the Marcos ill-gotten wealth, from going 
after the Marcoses” stash abroad. 

‘The group lamented that the govemment had been 
wasting millions in “axpayers’ money” in paying the sala- 
ries and benefits of POGG officials who they said have 
produced nothing but “flimsy reports and jurassic updates” 

“What we need are patriotic, competent and dedi- 
cated people who will work in the best interest of 
more than 70 million Filipinos, not an exclusive club 
for treasure-hunters and  pleasure-seekers,” 
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Osrineñia has filed abill secking p abolish the PCGG and aa =~ 
transfer its powers to the justice departrnent. AFP with a % 
report from Andrea Trinidad-Echavez 
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Pamalakaya said. 
‘The militants may yet get what they want. Sen. Sergio 
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By Webmaster Raymond Steinbacher, and the research 


staff at Green Tree Press, Inc. 


re you frarated by your compute? Is it about as “user-unftiendly" as 
ii can be? 
Well, here's great news! 

Green Tree Press - with the assistance of Webmaster Raymond 
Sienbacher: has developed unique new computer- raining course designed 
specifically for beginners! 

Whether you're a complete novice or a person with limited computer 
‘experience, this isthe course you've been waiting for! 

Here's why. 

Éil begins with the assumption that you know nothing abou computes- 
None of the terminology. Noting 

A Every lesson ~ every step.. is explained in plain English, There's no 
conising computer jargon, No technical language. 

Every siep îs sequential. You simply cant make a mistake because 
every spi self correcting 
M'seasy! And 1's fun! You'll be amazed at bow quickly you're leaming- 

You'll receive your printed course on large 8 U2" x 11" pages with a 
suniy Bristol covez. So i's exceptionally easy 10 read. 

‘And everything is fully llusuatsd wih drawings and photographs. So 
you not only read — you actly see - each sip 

1t comes to you complete. Ready to use. And we're so confident you'll 
complete the program successfully we unconditionally guarantee your resulis 
‘your money back! 

Ik wil ake you about 2-3 hours — star to finish. 


like a pro ~. master basic desktop publishing... create your own files 
and spread sheets. 

* You'll be able to recognize all the various pars of your computer. 
and how each part functions. 

* You'll understand the “world wide web". 
how to go anywhere in the world! Instantly! 

+ You'll discover how to acquire new software absolutely 
FREE. 

+ You'll discover how to bypass busy signals and get onto the Intemet in 
a maier of seconds. 

* You'll leam a secret way to stop receiving junk E-mail. 

* You'll learn how to create and send messages to people around the 
world - even if you don't type! 

* You'll ieam to do financial planning, develop a workable budget .even 
do payroll and employment records. 

* You'll discover how to acquire and install the best antivirus program 
in the world — FREE! 

* You'll eam how to send clear, colorful family photos around the world 
FREE! 

* You'll eam how to FULLY protect your compute from lightning and 
power surges (ordinary power strips don't do the job)! 

+ You'll learn a secret way to get FREE slereo FM and AM stations from 
around the world and have them play on your sound system - while you're 
on line! 

* You'll discover a way to make your modem dial twice as fast as it does 
now — FREE. 

* You'll be able to create files.. short ems 
create your own posters and greeting cards! 


v 


J JTO learn bow to navigate through Windows 95 or Windows 98 just 


the internet". You'll learn 


address books — even 


“How come it's so easy for Grandma?" 


+ You'll be able to salk 1o anyone in the world — FREE — for upto 15 
minutes (no long distance charges.) 

+ You'll discover how you can save hundreds of dollars by using your 
computer as a fax machine. 

+ And muchsmuch more 


Here are some comments from a few of our customers 
“a the course is GREAT! Why can't those computer companies 
make their instructions one tenth as good as your course?” 
Sgi. Frank Gorchak, New Menico 
a lot better than those ‘dummies’ books and a whole of a lot 
easier to understand, too. I learned the entire Windows segment in just 
38 minutes.” 
George Roddy, New York 
T'm a homemaker and grandma. I purchased your program out 
of self defense because the grandkids know all about computers, Now 
Tm on the internet playing trivia games with several other ladies in 
Scotland!.. you made it so easy 
Marearet Hunter Ohio 
Lene ene eee EEE 
MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
“Try the course in your own home for 60 days. If you're not absolutely 
delighted with the results you achieve, simply retum it at any time for a 
FULL REFUND (except insurance, postage and courier service), No 
conditions. No questions asked. That is our 100% unconditional guarantee 
'RE'S HOW TO ORDER: 
‘Simply print your name, complete addres, zip code, telephone number, 
date of birth, profession and the word “Computer Friendly-PD1100701" 
on a piece of paper and mi] your order to: 
Top Media Advertising Agency, Inc., with address at 06 Malamig St 
Teacher's Village Diliman, 1104 Quezon City 
Delivery Payment Method: Pay the amount of P495.50 + P75.00 for 
insurance, postage, handing and courier service. t's casy to order if you 
choose from: 
© Courier delivery - Available for Greater Manila Area only (GMA 
residents). Pay upon delivery of your order (cash basis only). 
© Postal Express Mail Service - Pre-payment required. Send checks or 
postal money orderand wait for your order delivered right at your doorstep. 
T Postal C.O.D. - A registry notice will be sent 1o you to claim your order. 
Pay upon receipt of your order at your local post office. Expect 14-28 
days delivery for provincial orders. 
You can order by phone at 921-6614 & 920-2899 
(Mon-Fri, 9-12:00nn & 1-6:00pm, Sat. 8-12:00nn) 
or send by fax at 920-2883 
(Exclusively distributed thru Mail Order), 


ru TUESDAY; JULY 10, 2007 
New storm spotted east of Cagayan as ‘Feria’ death toll hits 128 


ANOTHER potentially west at 15 kph toward lands, Isabela and ofthe most powerful and 1S7others werehurt. Leonardo Montemayor duced terms “Damigets corm wes affected as com becana 
destructive storm is Batanes, a weatherbureau Apayao provinces. These storms to hit the Philip- Reyes saidinaradio said his department The Department of extensive because stand- most ofthese were in early 
threatening the country advisory said. areas will have rains nd pines in years, battered interview thal the ty- planned to distribute Agriculture said it lost ingeom inthe two prov. sages of vegetation. 
as authorities placed the Gorio has drifted winds of up to 55 kph, the rice and comn-grow- phoon affected nearly a Seedstocomand vegeta- about 180,000 tons of inces were mostly in In Dagupan City, 
Final death toll from last northward, threatening the weather bureau said. ing regions of Luzon million people—includ- ble farmers in Luzon so corn in Cagayan and their most vulnerable what officals were not 
week's typhoon “Feria” the extreme north of Coastal waters will with winds gusting upto ing nearly 12,000 peo- that they ean plant again, Isabelaprovincesbecause stages of reproduction able to do for years, ty- 
at 128. Luzon, the Philippine At- be moderate to rough. 170 km. ple who were forced to The agriculture de- of the typhoon, a volume and maturity.” a depart- phoon “Feria” did in 
‘Tropical depression mospheric, Geophysical Gorio is expected to Defense Secretary flee their homes. partment also plans to equivalent to nearly a ment report said. Only a few hours 
“Gorio” with winds of up and Astronomical Serv- induce monsoon rains Angelo Reyes said 128 The National Disss- sell unmilled rice to af- quarter of the country's The department said Feria's angry winds 
to 55 km per hour was ices Administration said. over the western and people were killed as a ing Coun- fected farmers at re- annual demand shortfall. rice crop wis nota badly wiped out hundreds of 
Sroted480kmeastsouth- Public Storm Signal southern sections of resultofthe storm, many cil estimated damage to illegal fishpens doting 
SEstof Apari,Cagayan,at No.l isineffectoverthe Luzon and western through landslides or inffasiructure and agri the Lingayen Gulf and 
TO am, yesterday mom- Batanes group, Cagayan, Visayas. electrocutions.NearlyS0 culture at P1.59 billion. Supreme Court of the Philippines the city's rivers that had 
ingandwasmovingnorth- including the Calayan is- Last week, Feria,one people are still missing "Agriculture Secretary Judicial and Bar Council ees lemon bar's 
cal government and fish- 
Manila ery officials. 
Announcement City Administrator 


The Judicial and Bar Council announces the opening of | Sarcona nan fais ot 


the position of ASSOCIATE JUSTICE of the SUPREME J how much the operators 
COURT, which will be vacated by Justice Minerva Gonzaga J of these illegal structures 


Reyes on her compulsory retirement on 25 September 2001. Pores nai! = aoa 
The application or recommendation for this position shall | e donne Ron 
be filed not later than FRIDAY, 31 AUGUST 2001. stock in the city alone. 
‘A one-hectare fish 


In case of recommendation, the same shall bear the f sone hectare fish 

FOR PAS SEN GE RS conformity of the recommendee. Pis0.00. i was tamed 
The application/recommendation must be addressed to: Records of the 
i Lingayen Gulf Coastal 

The Secretariat Area Management Com- 

ae i : s č Judicial and Bar Council mission showed that 1,100 
Cathay Pacific deeply regrets the disruption of its normal flight Old Supreme Court Building illegal fish pens were 


schedule and sincerely apologises to all passengers and the Padre Faura, Manila plaie for aston 


general public for any inconvenience caused. 9 January 2001 Cp Lee Fare for Consta Environ 
> E LI IMINDA D. PUNO = Lehi ie 
We are making every effort to maintain our operations in order Clerk of Court landa Fuertes, 


Northern Luzon Bureau, 

3 aes sine Ex Officio Secret : À 
to ensure that passengers arrive at their final destination as : aid nee eer 
uey e ge te: 


Reuters 
We thank you for your patience and understanding during this NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING 
difficult time. ` OF STOCKHOLDERS OF 
URBAN BANK, INC. 


This Notice is being issued by the PHILIPPINE DEPOSIT INSURANCE 
If you have a flight booked with us, please contact our CORPORATION (“PDIC”) pursuant to Resolution No. 634, issued by the Monetary 

K z x Board of the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas on 26 April 2000, placing Urban Bank, Inc. 
Reservations number between 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., (the *Corporation”) under receivership and appointing the PDIC as receiver thereof. 
Mondays thru Fridays and 8:30 to 12:30 p.m. on Saturdays 


or visit our website for up-to-the minute information. 


Notice is hereby given that a special stockholders’ meeting of the Corporation will 
be held on July 31, 2001, at 9:30 a.m. at the 36th Floor, Urban Bank Plaza, Urban 
Avenue, Makati City. The agenda of the meeting is the approval of the proposed 
Manila 849-2747 merger of the Corporation, Urbancorp Investments, Inc. and Export Industry Bank, 
with the Corporation as the surviving entity, the proposed merger being part of the 
Cebu (032) 254-0746 rehabilitation plan for the Corporation. The election of directors of the Corporation 


i or Îl also take place. 
Website www.cathaypacific.com m $ 


The shares of the Corporation were placed under trading halt by the Philippine 
Stock Exchange effective 27 April 2000, and such trading halt continues to the present. 
Stockholders of record as of 31 July 2001 shall be entitled to vote. All proxies must be 
Submitted for verification and record purposes not later than 5:00 p.m. five (5) banking 
days before the meeting, or on July 24, 2001 at the Office of the Deputy Receiver, 18th 
Floor, Urban Bank Plaza, Urban Avenue, Makati City. 


Very Truly yours, 


(Sgd.) LEON C. CABRADILLA 
Deputy Receiver, UBI 
Noted: 
(Sgd.) NORBERTO C. NAZARENO 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Philippine Deposit insurance Corporation 
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Visit the Images in Print exhibit and get 

a dose of the latest scoop in digital 
imaging technology. Featuring the 
freshest in graphics manipulation and 

the finest brands in the industry, indulge 
yourself to a heavy mixture of raffle prizes 
and information especially brewed for you. 


Experience this awesome visual 
extravaganza only at the 
Images in Print exhibit at the 
Ayala Mall, Ayala Center Makati 
on July 10-14, 2001. yp 
z Prepare yourself to be visually satia 


Brought to you by: 


Be acer - IV. apc - autodesk - discreet’ > Gawasi + HITACHI: Lexmyrk + /% 


Your Systems Soistens rancor” Call us for FREE Seminars and workshops at Tel. Nos.: 4009926 or 5240393-94 loc. 217 look for Ellie or Lucille + www.cti-phil.com 
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Atong Ang plans to build mall in US 


AL Tie REDANA he has no documentary tobacco excise tates or {K 

i O e senor goess POEKIX) sare PLAY ON THE RICHT SURFACE 
Charie “Atong” Ang is. mifer Bingo Gallop f e l pees mares 

building a new life in erations “will fight any È said in his memo to of Ilocos Sur. 


‘America, planning to put attempt to extradite him, Perez. c ha VA 
Fin California, because it looks like he » Swe Did he lie? MULTI- PURPOSE 
andisseton fighting any is pulling up a mall paa Pimentel said An or sports, mar homes 
tation atempt on somewhere in Calor Ba calmed tet he had ak share of locos Sur, there Sar gym and pay areas 
“human rights” grounds. nia,” Pimentel said. add- È £ f ready told President was another amount re- 
Senate President ing that he had forgotten @ SB Macapagal-Arroyo leased involving more 
Aquilino Pimentel Jr. the exact constriction f about nis supposed thn P200 milion that ATA and demon 
said Ang, whom govern- site predicament regarding Singson allegedly use 
charged with plunder, news conference that he testifying against Unfair RAEE pet a 
tid tite hmselt_ ges me oe BB ee, fsa trodes | Wg 
‘when thetwomen spoke Secretary Hernando sked whether this “unfair Singson's ex. 
Ma pany in Loa Ange Peter recounting hi Saran a LAB Co ee Made of high-grade rubber 
ies on June 13 meeting with Ang Lim was with Ang atthe to senators during thein- people charged with the 
e a e a eee binhday panty, Pimentel quiry imo aceusationso? korc ballabie crime of 
return home because, ac: Yoyong Seriña. Gov. Luis Chavit” plunder and related of 
cording 1o him, his hu. At the press confer- ` Both Ang and Singson that Estrada had Fenses 3 SPECIFICATIONS 
ence, Pimentel sad that Ricaforte fled the coun- accepted- jueteng” "Pimentel told report- S x maim 
‘Ang came to see him at UY a few days after money and tax kick- ers that he wrote these | È 1 Ie 
porters atanews confer. Serifa’s birthday party Estrada was ousted by backs, Pimentel said: things down so that the | fie P98 3 Teas) [esos lew 
sengi upon leaming that the People Power I Sah to ayoa Dat Daae of Taake = 
‘The businessman de- Senate President was in Ang raised a di- Maybetheimplicationis "can do what it wants to 
nied he was hiding from Los Angeles lemma he would have if he'll be lying if he do” 
the Inw and was even InhismemotoPerez, he wer to lesify inthe change bis testimony.” He said hat the jus- 
Sopemly transacting dated June 15 but sub plundercasesagainstihe That's the other side Of tice department had 
bumen in Califonia. mined only yesenday, former Presidest, thecoin atur cancelled Ang's past 
according to the law- Pimentel noted that Ang Jinggoy Estrada and" InhismemotoPerez, port, rendering. the 
maker, who had just re- has applied for an lawyer Ed Serapio, who Pimentel also said thal latter's US visa invalid 
Tried irom. trip. Neare vies to tie: sre echedaled Yor: Aug’ npon other’ and sway AAGA 
abroad. United States andthathe  rignment today. things: ilegal. 
‘Ang also told will figh his extradition  Accordingto Ang.he e Denied knowledge. -So that means the 
Pimentel that Yolanda “on the grounds of hu- cannot change the iesti- of where the money ab, next step is to extradite 
Ricaforte, an auditor man rights” mony he gave before the egedly given by him,” said Pimentel 
Who is also wanted on Pimentel told report- Senate blveribbon com- Singson to Estrada But the senator added. - 
Bina ara so estat Ang'snepry.0 mies “win fring rough Ang had come st pei wii, A OR ren Scour 
California, and that certain Nino Lim, was credibility. rom ng) told me: He is go- Tel/Fax 732-5868 
the two co-accused keep supposedly helping his "He says if he were Didn't know that ing fo fight the extradi- email kx@}-nesi.net OVO ONENA 
În touch. tinele put up the mall. to changethat testimony. there is such a thing as tion." 
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P100,00 Downpayment 
For a Limited Time. 


You can own a Mitsubishi L300 FB for as low as P100,000 
downpayment. Cash buyers also get to take home a free cellular 
phone. 
Model: L300F8 - Dual Aircon 
SRP: P542,000 
TERM ap a) aj e a 

Downpayment | Monthiy | Monthiy| Monthiy| Monthiy| Monthly | Monthiy 

P100,000 | P39,631 | P27,424 | P21,867 | P15.70) | P12,657 | P11.263 

ailable for L300 AF, WT and Chassis Cab 


Promo Ends JULY 31, 2001. See your nearest Mitsubishi dealer now! 
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Feral ‘Feria’ 


F ERTA,” atyphoon whose name is associated with festivity 


and fun, brought anything but these to the country last 

week. It sowed death and destruction in its path, killing 

121 people, injuring 130 and leaving 44 missing. It displaced 

close to 900,000 people and destroyed more than P1 billion in 
public works, agricultural products and private property. 

One of the hardest hit areas was Baguio City where water 
knee to waist deep flooded the central business district and 

residential areas. People never 
thought that Baguio, which lies 1,500 
meters up in the mountains, would 
ever suffer a calamitous flood, but it did. “Feria” also wreaked 
havoc in Central Luzon, Cagayan Valley and Metro Manila. 

‘What caused such a disastrous flood? Well, the usual factors 
have been identified: widespread and indiscriminate logging, 
the clogging of an antiquated drainage system and the dumping 
of garbage in waterways in Metro Manila and other urban 
areas. 

Tegal and indiscriminate logging has long been pinpointed 
as one of the primary causes of flooding during the rainy 
season, but little has been done about the problem. Ted Bonpin 
of Tanggol Kalikasan said that “Feria” proved that a logging 
ban is no longer an issue. “If forests are denuded, flooding is 
certain, That is a scientific fact,” he said. 

A recent study showed that the Philippines is now one of 
the most severely deforested countries in the tropics, and that 
most of the deforestation has taken placed in the last 40 years. 
Forest cover which was estimated at 21 million hectares or 70 
percent of total land area in 1900 decreased to 22.2 percent 
in 1998. 

A worst-case scenario projects a disastrous reduction of the 
forest cover to 6.6 percent in 2010; a best-case scenario sees it 
at 19 percent. The study, “Decline of the Philippine Forest,” by 
the Environmental Science for Social" Change Inc., says, 
“Judging by human behavior over the last 100 years, nothing 
less than a miracle will be needed to save the forest and to 
prevent this disaster from happening. .. Unless there isaradical 
change in attitude and behavior, the disaster will happen.” 

In the lowlands and central plains, one major factor that 
causes flooding is the antiquated drainage system. In places 
where the drainage has been improved, such as, for instance, 
in Roces Avenue (formerly Pasong Tamo) in Makati, flash 
floods subside fast because the water is sucked quickly into the 
large-diameter drainage pipes. 

Another factor that causes flooding in Metro Manila and 
other urban areas is the dumping and poor disposal of garbage. 
The government in some cities, like Makati, have taken steps 
to prevent the dumping of garbage in canals, esteros and other 
waterways by fencing them off, but some residents seem to 
have no regard for their community’s safety: they cut holes in 
the wire fences and persist in dumping their garbage on the 
waterways. Some people will never learn. 

President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo has been so incensed 
by this that she has ordered the Armed Forces to help the local 
governments clear the waterways of the metropolis of the tons 
of garbage. Of the 6,000 tons that the metropolis produces 
daily, about 35 percent ends up in sewers, rivers and creeks. 

‘The Metropolitan Manila Development Authority and the 
local governments will have to devise a more efficient way of 
collecting garbage. At the same time, the barangays can help 
byconducting an information campaign among their members, 
impressing upon them that they can help prevent flooding in 
their communities if they will avoid throwing their garbage 
into rivers, esteros and other waterways. 

To go back to illegal and indiscriminate logging: The 
growing population is one major factor in the denudation of the 
country’s forests. More people need more land for the planting 
of commercial crops, for cattle raising and for the building of 
houses. But it cannot be denied that greed and the desire for 
quick money caused the quick destruction of the country’s 
forests. 

‘The ESSC study said: “It would be difficult to exaggerate 
the part played by elite control and corruption in explaining the 
destruction of the Philippine forest. Since the elite in effect 
participated in the government and the logging industry, this 
Jed to corrupt and inefficient regulation by the government of 
the logging process.” 

‘The ESSC is ight: Unless there is aradical changein people's 
attitudes and behavior, disaster will hit the country. And this 
concemsnot only deforestation but also the dumping of garbage 
in the cities, The elite will have to change their attitude and act 
as responsible stewards of the nation’s forests. And the masses 
will have to realize that they will actually be saving themselves 
from floods if they dispose properly of their garbage. 
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CONTINUOUS INFLATION 


Promote urban farming and create jobs 


MALACANANG is dictating even on what 
should be the exclusive domain of artists. The 
Presidential Management Staff has ordered the 
postponement “until further orders’ of the 
election of the chair and of the head of the Sub- 
‘Commission on Cultural Heritage of the National 
Commission on Culture and the Arts (NCCA). 
Officers of the NCCA are not appointed by 
Malacafiang; they are elected by the different 
artist and cultural groups. Malacafiang has no 
business interfering with them. Artis supposed 
to be above politics. 

PMS Secretary Vicky Garchitorena called the 
NCCA as it was about to hold its election last 
July 5 and asked that it be postponed. Why? Be- 
Cause an ambitious politician, who has run and 
Tost in one election after another, has run out of 
positions to run for and, for lack of anything else, 
‘wants the NCCA chairmanship for herself. 

The politician is former Sea. Leticia Shahani; 
whose family, now that her brother Fidel V. 
Ramos is no longer president, has fallen on hard 
times. She can’t seem to win any election. Even 
her son Ranjit lost his congressional seat in the 
last elections. So she has set her eyes on the chair- 
manship of the NCCA. Perhaps she doesn’t real- 
ize it, but she would be better off gunning for 
one of the government financial institutions (GFI) 
or government-owned or controlled corporations 
(GOCC). The salary of NCCA chair is only 
P5,000 a month. The present chair of the NCCA 
is Jaime Laya against whom a demolition cam- 
paign is currently being waged. 

The trouble with being NCCA chair is that you 
must be acceptable to the artistic community. And 
while Laya is acceptable, Shahani is not, The rea- 
son is that Shahani, not being an artist, forced her 

ay into the NCCA. She became a member of the 
Library Committee although she is not a librar- 
jan, Her excuse: “I also use libraries.” 

Shahani was elevated to that committee's Ex- 
ecutive Council and became its head on the same 
day. This is in violation of committee rules that 
have been in force since December 1997. Accord- 
ing to Laya, the NCCA board discussed Shahani’ 
status on two occasions and both times unani 
mously concluded that her election was irregu- 


T STOLE in last weekend to a scorching sun. 1 
thought it would be a dreary dawn. Before 1 left 
San Francisco, I kept reading about the storm that 
Hit the north and left more than a dozen dead, and 
got e-mail from friends saying it was gray and rainy 
here. But, well, who says the country is predictable? 

Before | go back to truly dreary things, three 
more pahabol from where 1 came from may be 
worth the paper they're printed on: 

Joe Robles is a member of San Francisco's fin- 
est. He looks not unlike Erik Estrada of “Chips” 
fame, and can probably make it to the movies if he 
‘wants to. Somebody told me he is the grandson of a 
‘movie actor in the Philippines, but I forget who. He 
does workouts and it shows. He is as fit as a fiddle, 
or, well, as a San Francisco cop. 

He was still a kid when his family moved to 
America, and he speaks like a native. But he also is 
still able to speak Tagalog, and certainly understands 
‘every Word of it. He is passionate about the Philip- 
pines and reads all he can about it. When I spoke at 
the Philippine Resource Center, he called up to.say 
he was coming over as soon as he wrapped up the 
day's work. He arrived in the middle of things and 
was eager as a beaver, or, well, as someone who 
reads all he can about the Philippines. 

‘Someone tells me a story about him, One day, 
says the storyteller, while driving on a San Francisco 
highway, she saw on her rearview mirror that a po- 
lice car was tailing her. She wondered what she had 
done wrong, having been driving carefully, as most 
Filipinos do in the United States, having no wish to 
invite the attention of cops. She worried that it might 
beabrokentaillight. She slowed down, the car slowed 
down. She accelerated, the car accelerated. Finally, 
the police car pulled up beside her. She rolled down 
her window to ask what the matter was. The car rolled 
down its window, too, and there was Robles waving 
and cheerfully greeting her. 

Robles himself has a story to tell about remem- 
bering half-forgotten things. When he was a rookie 
cop, they sent him to a particularly tough part of 
town. And true enough, it proved tough. One day, 
as he stood in front of a store, a car came speeding 
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AST SEINES 


| 
Neal H. Cruz 


lar, being outside of the approved process. 

The Library Committee is one of the six com- 
mittes in the Sub-Commission on Cultural Heri- 
tage (SCH). The others are archives, art gi 
ies, historical research, monuments and sites, and 
museums. The heads of these six committees 
elect the head of the SCH who, in turn, becomes 
eligible to be elected chair of the NCCA. All of 
them have finished their committee elections and 
were scheduled to elect the head of the SCH last 
July 5 when it was stopped by Malacañang. The 
reason: Ms Shahani was not elected head of the 
Library Committee. It was the librarian of De La 
Salle University who was elected. That is why 
the group headed by Shahani is contesting the 
committee composition and its election results. 
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President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo has 
asked businessmen to give jobs to the jobless. 
The trouble is, there are pitifully few jobs to 
give. Meanwhile, the families of these jobless 
grow hungry. What can we do? 

The President can do two things. One is to 
do what her father, Diosdado Macapagal, did 
when he was president. The older Macapagal 
formed the Emergency Employment Admin- 
istration, which was copied from the New Deal 
of Franklin Delano Roosevelt as the United 
States was coming out of the Depression. The 
EEA hired laborers to dig ditches and build 
roads just to give them jobs so that they will 
have food to eat and money to buy goods and 
help business to grow and boost the economy. 

The administration of the younger 
Macapagal doesn’t have the money to hire 
armies of laborers, but it can ask contractors 
of government infrastructure projects to use 
human labor instead of machines whenever 


Three for the road 


Conrado 
de Quiros 


by, stereo at full blast, and its occupants started 
spraying the store with bullets. He dove under his 
car, but instead of pulling out his gun, he pulled out 
his walkie-talkie. He started shouting, “P—g ina, 
binabaril nila ‘ko rito? Tulungan nyo kof” 

He heard a voiee on the other side, saying calmly: 
“That must be Robles.” 

(One person's glory is another person's ignominy. 
One person's victory is another person’s defeat. 

‘There is a marker in Union Square that pays trib- 
ute to the American servicemen who sailed off more 
than a century ago to conquer new worlds. It extol 
in particular the victory of those Americans over 
the Spanish forces in the Philippine Islands under 
Commodore Dewey. The shrine that houses this 
marker is not accessible at this point; it is under 
consiruction. I made out the marker from a distance, 

‘The other side of that marker of course is the 
blood thal got to be spilled not between the Span- 
iards and the Americans—very little blood, if any, 
was spilled between them, the Spanish made it a 
point to surrender to Dewey, and not to Aguinaldo, 
aftera mock battle in Manila Bay, the original acous- 
tic war—but between the Filipinos and Americans. 
Mainly the Filipinos”: the Americans had superior 
arms and a more murderous intent. 

Later, 1 would see even more clearly the other 
side of that marker. It was in the form of editorials 
and cartoons from Harper’s Magazine in 1898 about 
the splendid little war in the Philippines. The car- 
toons in particular were revealing, depicting Filipi- 
nos as a tribal people with grass skirts and spears, 
‘whom civilization, or the White Man's burden, was 
turning into Negroes with top hats and walking sticks, 
‘The letters of the American servicemen wiw won 
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possible. In the first place, machines use up 
expensive fuel. So why not hire laborers to dig 
holes ? Instead of making foreign-owned oil 
companies richer, why not use the money to 
hire Filipino workers? 

‘The other thing that the President can do is 
promote urban farming, This involves planting 
vegetables in backyards and vacant lots. Ty- 
phon Feria has shown us what happens when 
Baguio is cut off from the rest of Luzon: the veg- 
etables from Trinidad Valley stop coming to the 
consumers in Central Luzon, Now the prices of 
vegetables in Metro Manila have gone through 
the ceiling. If Metro Manilans grow their own 
vegetables, there would be no shortage. 

What's more, urban farming would give job- 
Jess people in Metro Manila a means of livel 
hood. There are hectares and hectares of idle 
tand in the metropolis that can be converted 
into vegetable gardens. One of them is a two- 
hectare parcel sequestered by the Presidential 
Commission on Good Government located at 
the corner of Ortigas Avenue and C-5 in Pa 


for a vegetable 
garden because the land is flat and it has some 
unoccupied buildings where the produce can 
be processed and also serve as quarters for 
street children. An NGO, KaMMMPi Inc., has 
offered to teach and supervise the children, 

The Bosoboso Valley in Antipolo has a cl 
mate similar to that of Trinidad Valley. It is 
planted to rice during the rainy season, but it 
isnot cultivated during summer although it has 
a stream running across it, Like Trinidad Val- 
ley, it can also be a vegetable bowl. A farmer 
has already tried planting cabbage there, He 
produced so much that the markets of Metro 
Manila couldn’t absorb all his harvest. 

‘The settlers and squatters of Bosoboso Va 
ley engage in kaingin and cut the trees for 
charcoal. The beautiful forest of Benguet pines 
planted by the Manila Seedling Bank Foun- 
dation years ago are being cut down by squat- 
ters and landgrabbers. If they are given other 
means of livelihood, such as planting veg- 
etables, they would stop cutting trees. 


the great victory atthe other side of the world were 
also revealing. One soldier wrote to his family that 
he felt a rush each time he got one of the black men 
under his sights. Beat rabbit-hunting anytime, he said. 

1 remember that until the 1960s, when Teodoro 
Agoncillo and Renato Constantino came along, we 
pretty much took that version of how America came 
to the Philippines ourselves. Either that, or we bur- 
ied the American Occupation deep within the re- 
cesses of our collective brain, content to let it pass 
as a minor footnote to history, one of those unpleas- 
ant things we were well advised not to dwell on. 

1 thought ofall the other markers in America. The 
‘ones that praised the courage of the Americans who 
died in the Korean War and the Vietnam War, and 
‘won a great victory for their nation, however you de- 
fined victory. I wondered what lay at their other side. 

‘Strange things, markers, 

While checking in at the San Francisco airport, 
1 gazed in awe at the gigantic balikbayan boxes that 


+ were being loaded on to the carousel, and wondered 


how our plane could possibly lift off. PAL must, 
hold the Guinness record for carrying the heaviest 
Toad each flight. { suddenly understood why the air- 
line requires passengers to check in three hours bé- 
fore flight time. Other airlines require only two; 
hours or even one hour. Checking in is an elaborate 
process of haggling, with the overloaded passenger 
always losing. at 
For some reason, every passenger thinks he ór 
she is the exception, Surely, they say, a few more, 
kilos cannot matter, forgetting, or unmindful of, the, 
fact that a collective few more kilos come up to 2, 
Jot of kilos, One ground crew person in exaspera- 
tion told a passenger that if the plane got too heavy, 
baka kung ano ang mangya : 
Later, I heard the passenger complaining to an- 
other passenger. “Sobra naman sila, they are too 
strict here,” 10 the vigorous nods of the other pas 
senger. I thought to myself, it's the story of our ives. 
Obviously, it does not occur to us that if a plane 
crashes, there will be no exceptions. Obviously, it, 
does not occur to us that if a plane crashes, there, 
will be no making pakiusap with God or the devil, 
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OPINION 


Father Honti should be named National Artist 


SOME years back, this column already endorsed the 
elevation of Fr. Eddie Hontiveros, S.J., to National 
Artist, After hearing the concert, "Pananagutan: A 
Lifetime of Music & Love,” featuring songs in Filipino 
that Father Hontiveros composed over a period of 30 
years, at the UP Main Theater last weekend, I would 
Jike to repeat that endorsement to the National 
‘Commission on Culture and the Arts, the Cultural 
‘Center of the Philippines and to President Macapagal 
herself, Few deserve to be named National Artist more 
than “Father Honti,” as he is known to all his friends. 
He ought to be declared a National Artist for liturgical 
music, or if such a category is not available, then it 
should be created just for him. 

If the qualification for a National Artist is one 
who has influenced the Filipinos in a profoundly 
pervasive and lasting way, then Father Honti is 
more than eminently qualified. As Jaime Cardinal 
Sin put it, Father Honti “dedicated his life to creat- 
ing some of the most beautiful and memorable li- 
turgical hymns for the Filipino Church. Who 
among us, for example, has not heard or sung 
‘Pananagutan or his version of ‘Ama Namin’ and 
‘Papuri sa Diyos.’ It is difficult to imagine our 
Masses without the familiar songs of Father 
Honti—songs that indeed have become the 
‘soundtrack of our lives.” 

‘What Mass is truly complete without one of his 
best known songs, which is also among his first 
‘works—Luwalhati sa Diyos,” also known as the 
“The Gloria”? His “Ama Namin” became one of 
the battle hymns of the Edsa People Power Revo- 
ution in 1986, helping to stop those tanks as the 
people did a kapit bisig. | 

As the concer literature pointed out, Father Honti's 
songs have resounded louder than his name. They have 
filled up the cathedrals as well as the churches in vari- 
‘ous municipalities and the tiny kapilyas in the remot- 
et barrios all over the Philippines. And they have also 
resounded in foreign lands, brought by overseas con- 
tract workers to Hong Kong, Taipei and Europe, as 
‘well as by professionals in the United States. Neigh- 
boring countries have resonated to his songs, such as 
those translated to Bahasa Indonesia and recently 
Mandarin, ik 

Ifthe criterion for the selection of National Art- 
{st is someone who best mirrors the Filipino soul 
‘and captures the Pinoy genius, in much the same 


I HAD no idea what sort of tempest I had raised 
with the column on “Language and intimacy." 

‘A distant cousin called to tell me that “Hunger 
‘of Memory.” the slim autobiographical work by 
Richard Rodriguez that I'd referred to, was a refer- 
ence work when she was taking an education course 
at the New School in New York. “How did you 
happen to find it?" she asked. Rodriguez's thesis, 
she said, had stirred passionate debate among her 
classmates, with some “condemning” the Mexican- 
‘American writer for giving up his native Spanish 
‘and thus losing the intimacy he once shared with 
his parents. Others, however, admired his honesty 
and frankness, saying Rodriguez had no choice if 
he was to be absorbed into the American main- 
stream. 

‘The story of how I came upon “Hunger of 
Memory” actually begins days before the purchase. 
‘The Washington Post had been running a series 
on the “cultural divide” within a suburban high 
school whose population was predominantly 
Latino, but where much of the “power structures,” 
such as the student government, sports and extra- 
curricular clubs and even the advance classes, were 
dominated by white students. Newly arrived mi- 
grant students complained about being required to 
attend classes conducted in English that tackled 
matters that they'd already studied, in Spanish, 
years before. This set me wondering about the 
‘wisdom of bilingual education and if it only pro- 
longed the feeling of exclusion of those outside 
the mainstream. 

also happened to interview a Fil-American ac- 

tivist, doing lobbying and political education work 
‘on the issue of toxic wastes in the former US bases, 
and she spoke of her long struggle to reconcile both 
sides of her dual heritage. After the interview, wait- 
ing for my companions to pick me up, I trawled 
Kramer's Books and Afterwords for interesting 
books and chanced upon “Hunger of Memory.” 
Rodriguez's words suggested a way of putting my 
thoughts together in a coherent fashion. 
DOES belonging within the American mainstream 
necessarily involve abandoning one’s roots, 
specifically one’s language of birth, and thereby, 
the culture which is inexorably part of you? 


Historical attitudes 


AS THE 16TH century came toa close, three groups 
dominated the archipelago demographically: the 
Filipinos, who were the most numerous, the Chinese 
and the Spaniards. Of the three, the Spaniards were 
the smallest, being concentrated in Manila and the 
port of Cavite. In 1702 there were 400 Spaniards 
residents (with their families, they could have added 
upto some 2,000 individuals). A decade later priests 
and soldiers numbered 700 and 1,000, respectively. 
Spanish settlements outside Manila were 
concentrated in Cebu, Bicol, Cagayan Valley and 
most especially in the Ilocos. Very few settled in 
the Visayas. 

‘The Chinese were always the most numerous 
foreigners and by the 18th century, they were 
viewed by the authorities as competing with the 
Filipinos in the interior commerce in the prov- 
inces, in agriculture and in the arts and crafts. A 
letter written in 1729 states: “...(The Chinese) 
own all the commercial stores, all the occupa- 
tions and trades and all the foodstuffs and sup- 
plies from the meat to the fowls even the veg- 
tables.” (Apparently, certain attitudes had their 
origins centuries ago.) 

According to the letter writer, by this time Fili- 
pinos were capable of providing the services tradi- 
tionally rendered by the Sangleys. Aiming to redi- 
rect the situation, Gov. Femando Valdes Tamon 
‘ordered that all non-Christian Chinese living in the 
provinces transfer to the Parian or the alcaiceria de 
‘Manila (a silk market in San Fernando, Binondo). 
Converted Chinese could live in Binondo or Sta. 
Cruz extramuros (outside the walls). 

‘The Chinese countered that the inhabitants of 
‘Tondo, Cavite and other towns near Manila were 
laborers, fishermen or engaged in other occupa- 
tions that could not be practiced if they lived se- 
cluded in the Parian, unlike bakers, weavers and 
brick-makers. The order of the governor was not 
carried out. 

It was repeated in 1730, but again it had no 
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Olivares-Cunanan 


way that NVM Gonzales, National Artist for Lit- 
erature, captured the soul of the rural Filipino in 
his stories about Mindoro, then Father Honti is 
more than qualified. It is interesting to know that 
“Pananagutan” was written for a nun who was 
about to leave for a foreign mission; she chose the 
lines from St. Paul, “No One Lives for Himself 
‘Alone,” as the theme of the invitation to the mis- 
slon-sendoff, Few also know that Father Honti” 
“Ang Mabuting Pastol” was inspired by the hero- 
{sm of two Good Shepherd sisters who gave up their 
places on a crowded lifeboat for other passengers 
during the Doña Paz sea tragedy. 

the criterion is the Filipino who best inspires other 

20 to follow in his footsteps, in creative efforts 

in a given genre, Father Honti also qualifies, for he 
has inspired a whole generation of younger priest-com- 
posers to write Mass songs for the people. Among the 
second-generation songwriters are Nemesio Que, 
Danny Isidro and Fruto Ramirez. 

Perhaps best known among the present crop of 
songwriters whom Father Honti inspired in a very di- 
rect way is a young Jesuit named Fr. Manoling Fran- 
cisco. Francisco had just begun studying at the Ateneo 
de Manila when the first wave of Father Honti's songs 
‘was introduced in their school Masses. Manoling grew 
‘up with those songs. He wrote his first religious song 
in first year high school as an entry to a songwriting 
‘competition in 1979. The lyrics for that song, “Hindi 
Kita Malilimutan,” based on Isaiah 49, were the result 
of the collaboration of an entire class under the famed 
Prof. Onofre Pagsanghan, with Manoling composing 
the melody. That song not only won the competition 
but also quickly became a classic. First recorded by 
singer Basil Valdez, “Hindi Kita Malilimutan” won 
for both singer and composer six Cecil Awards from 
the local music industry. 

‘The phenomenal success of that song prompted 
Manoling to write contemporary liturgical and inspi- 
rational songs. Over the last 20 years, he has com- 


More on language 


Rina 
Jimenez-David aes 

From the United States, Cheryl Dionaldo 
says it is possible, indeed desirable, to live (or 
speak) in both worlds. Coming to the Phili 
pines as a teenager and marrying another Fili- 
pino migrant, Cheryl says the matter of lan- 
guage did not become an important issue in 
their household until the children came. “From 
the time our children were born, my husband 
and I made a conscious effort to raise them in 
Filipino,” says Cheryl, but “at some point we 
noticed that they spoke less and less in Tagalog 
and began talking between themselves only in 
English... My husband, concerned that the chil- 
dren would eventually forget Tagalog, estab- 
lished the “Tagalog only on weekends” rule. This 
meant that on weekends we used only Tagalog 
when speaking among ourselves, in or outside 
the house.” 

“Today, their daughter and son are in college. 
“They speak Tagalog with the same ease and flu- 


and friends, especially those hearing them for 
the first time, are always amazed at their fu- 

ency in Tagalog as if this is so unusual.” 
But why should it? asks Cheryl. “I don’t un- 
inos, whether 


be taught to speak their own language or dia- 
lect. Speaking in one’s native tongue brings with 
it more than intimacy. The uttered word, 
whether in Tagalog, Cebuano or any other na- 
tive dialect, conveys our heritage and culture. 
In our language we express the sentiments, the 
romance, the values and the tradition of our own 
kind, intimate, exclusive, malambing (how do you 
say this in English?). I find it more unusual, an 
aberration in fact, for a brown-skinned, pug- 


Bambi 
L. Harper 


effect. 

Four years later a royal decree dictated that 
the consequence of deporting the Chinese who 
now numbered some 14,000 be studied. The 
Audiencia (Supreme Court) was in favor, but 
nothing was done. A judge by the name of 
Calderon Enriquez advocated that the Chinese 
be concentrated first in the Parian and then de- 
ported, but the suggestion was not carried out 
Until the arrival in 1755 of Gov. Manuel de 
Arandia. His priority was to deport all non-Chris- 
tian Chinese. A month later, the order was car- 
ried out. Many converted so that they could re- 
‘main in the country. 

After the alcaiceria was razed, the structure 
was rebuilt on the right bank of the Pasig near 
the wharf and under the guns of Fort Santiago. 
‘The building was finished in 1758, but Arandia 
died and new immigrants took the place of the 
residents who had been expelled. By 1762 there 
were 6,200 Chinese in Manila and the suburbs 
and many more in the provinces. 

During the English occupation of Manila, the 
Chinese sided with the British. Thus when Seven 
‘Years War came to an end, the authorities reacted 
negatively and ordered them expelled, Christian 
bachelors included. Married men and their fami- 
lies were ordered sequestered in the Parian. 

Since there were very few Chinese women in 
the country, some of the men married Filipinas 
and thus were able to stay. However residence 
permits were no longer issued and all traders who 


posed over 150 songs, many of which, such as 
“Tanging Yaman,” "Sa 'Yo Lamang,” “Take ahd Re- 
ceive” and “In Him Alone,” are being sung all over 
the country ("Tanging Yaman” became the theme of a 
‘multi-award-winning movie of the same title). In rec- 
ognition of his efforts and achievements, Father 
Manoling was named one of the Ten Outstanding 
‘Young Men. 

When Father Honti first wrote his liturgical 
hymn in the 1960s, it was said that all he wanted to 
do was to come up with songs in the native Ian- 
‘guages that people could easily learn and sing at 
‘worship—songs which spoke of the people's simple 
and childlike yearnings for and aspirations toward 
God. He was born in Capiz, but he wrote his songs 
in Tagalog, the base of Filipino. Father Honti had 
no idea that in writing that first song and in teach- 
ing a Filipino Mass to San Jose seminarians, he was 
actually starting a whole tradition of religious and 
liturgical music in the Philippines. 

‘To be sure, during the post-Vatican II years, 
Father Honti was not the only one who experi- 
mented with liturgical music in the vernacular, But 
as the concert literature put it, it was Father Honti 
‘who persisted in turning out song after song, each 
as popular as the previous one. 

‘The late Jesuit historian, Fr. Horacio de la Costa, 
in his classic essay, once wrote that the Filipinos are 
poor but they are gifted with two jewels: their music 
and their faith. These two gifts find their expression 
in the Filipino’s celebration of the Eucharist. Today, 
‘wherever Filipinos gather for worship, be it atthe Ma- 
nila Cathedral or a makeshift barrio chapel or a packed 
apartment in Spain or in Hong Kong, they join hearts 
and voices in songs of worship. Most of those songs 
were written by Father Honti, whose genius for cap- 
turing the Pinoy soul in liturgical music enabled those 
two jewels of the race—faith and music—to shine. 

hope the proper authorities will give Father 
Honti this honor of being declared National Artist 
very soon, while he is still around to appreciate it. 
Father Honti suffered a stroke some years back. 
He can now walk about, but his speech has been 
affected. Afler the concert, a beaming Father Honti 
was helped up the stage to acknowledge the trib- 
utes. He wanted very much to speak to the audi- 
ence, but all he could say very clearly, was “Alle- 
luia, Alleluia.” Then he gave his priestly blessing. 


nosed child to speak with an American twang.” 
ROCKY Ocampo reports a different experience. 
‘Though he grew up in Manila, his mother, who hails 
from Pangasinan, taught him her language and he 
ended up “having the best of both worids.” fluent 
in Tagalog among his friends and playmates, but 
able to talk to his mother in her first language. 

He and his wife, both migrants to the United 

States, decided though to raise their children with 
English only. “However, they are telling us now 
that they want to learn Tagalog and they are envi- 
us of their cousins who are of the same age but 
‘were not born in the United States as they can speak 
‘Tagalog...My oldest also understands both Taga- 
log and Pangasinan although she cannot speak it. 
We are surprised sometimes, when my wife and i 
are talking in Pangasinan in the front seats of the 
car and my daughter responds in English from the 
back seat.” Rocky asks rhetorically: “Are we de- 
lighted by our children’s American accent? Of 
course, we are. But we are also thankful that they 
are proud of their heritage and they love everything. 
Filipino, which is more than we can say about some 
Filipino acquaintances here in San Francisco whose 
kids have the same background as our kids. Some 
of these kids are ashamed of their Filipino roots 
and even go to the extent of telling the bold-faced 
lie that they are from Hawaii or are a mixture of 
Chinese, Spanish, ete" 
MY COUSIN, as well as Ocampo and another 
reader, Gras Reyes, also chided me for referring 
to the language of Pangasinan as “Pangalatok.” 
‘The proper name for the language is Pangasinan, 
they said. “Pangalatok” is a derogatory term, I 
was told. 

‘Well, I used to think so, too, But our former 
columnist, Larry Henares, who himself traces his 
roots to Pangasinan, used “Pangalatok” con- 
stantly to refer to the language. I thus thought 
(mistakenly, it turns out) that “Pangalatok” had 
come to be generally accepted, in the same way 
that “Pinoy” has been adopted as a “nickname” 
for Filipinos. 

Nice to know I can “blame” Coyang Larry 
for one other thing! 


came had to retum once their business was fin- 
ished. The Audiencia did not make the royal or- 
der a priority with the excuse that there weren't 
‘enough ministers and too much work. 

In 1773, 2,300 Chinese in Manila were de- 
ported, but there were negative consequences. 
Five years later, Gov. Basco y Vargas allowed a 
certain number in. In 1778 he decreed that the 
Christian Chinese could be readmitted but only 
up to 4,000. A preference was placed for labor- 
ets, weavers of silk and cotton, harvesters of silk, 
‘manufacturers of fine and ordinary linen and 
other occupations such as blacksmiths, iron mon- 
gers, miners, art teachers, those who knew to 
apply of varnish and lacquer. Workers in other 
fields were not allowed. 

It tumed out to be impossible to find 4,000 
Chinese with such skills, and in order to fill the 
quota, non-Christians were allowed to enter. 
Basco suspended the entry when not even a thou- 
sand could be registered. Biased against them, 
the governor decreed that the Chinese were to 
devote themselves to agriculture for which they 
had little inclination. 

Basco then ordered a silk market constructed 
within the walls called San Jose and had the Chi- 

in the Parian transferred there. The 
king, however, vetoed the order and had the new 
silk market moved. The Chinese dispersed 
throughout the suburbs, but the Cabildo whose 
income came from the rents in the old Parian re~ 
quested its reconstruction to house at least 1,000 
Chinese, the number needed, according to them, 
to service and supply the capital. The king ap- 
proved the request. 

Besides deportations there were also massa- 
cres throughout the 17th century. As the century 
progressed, the uprisings became more severe 
‘and the repression more drastic. 

It took longer for the wounds to heal. Three 
hundred years later the echoes reverberate. 


Dream house 


MY siblings and I never liked our old ancestral house because it never 
looked as dignified as we imagined an ancestral house should be. Our 
house looks big from the outside, but in reality it doesn't have enough 
space to accommodate all the nine members of our family. There's no 
verandah to speak of, so you just go up a few steps to get into the 
living room, which must have ios its appeal forever. The small living 
space is divided by walls into box-like rooms. There are two bedrooms 
adjoining each other 

to the left of the 
main door. Atthe far 
end and to the right 
is the kitchen. The 
windows of each 
room have been 
almost completely 
eaten up by termites. 
Ina few more years, 
Tam quite certain the 
entire house will come crashing down. 

One day not very long ago, Pam, the eldest among us children, 
brought home a wall poster of a really beautiful country house. It 
‘was one of those colonial houses, painted white with a green roof 
and brown shutters. 

“T will build this house!” she proudly announced in front of all 
her brothers and sisters (our parents were then in church for their 
weekly Sunday devotion), We all smiled and took a deep breath, not 
because we were amazed by her declaration but because the house 
was truly breath-taking. We marveled at its magnificence and its 
stately form. 

I couldn't bring myself to share my sister’s wish because I was 
well aware that the odds were against us. I mean, it wasn’t like we 
were financially stable, So I just thought instead, dream on, sis! 

But then again I reckoned that even in our young lives we had 
already been deprived of life's simple pleasures so why couldn't we 
dream of living a life of luxury? It took a while, but I finally realized 
that my sister and my other siblings should be free to dream about 
anything no matter how elusive. There is always a chance, no matter 
how remote, that such a dream could turn into reality. And so I 
dreamed along. 

It didn’t take very long after she spoke about that dream house 
for Pam to leave our old ancestral house and seek her fortune in 
another city. More than that, she wanted to leave for another country 
since she didn't want to be slowed down by the sluggish pace of our 
economy. She felt if she stayed on, she would have white hair first 
before she could build her dream house. And‘she worked hard, re- 
ally hard to attain her ambitions, 

Tn the meantime, our house was getting older and turning to ru- 
ins. Some parts of the windowpane became rotten and others had 
already been replaced. The doors to the bedrooms were coming off 
their hinges. And there was nothing our parents could do to save the 
situation. Their salaries were hardly enough to cover the costs of our 
education, which was to them the better option. 

There was no argument about that point, of course. They were 
right, and the rest of us just had to suffer in silence and continue 
dreaming of the dream house. 

‘Then it was our oldest brother's turn to leave the house and look 
for fortune elsewhere. Still our dream house remained a dream, But 
we could live in it in our dreams, which was practically what we did 

li the time. 

As the years passed, a really huge house was built directly across 
the street from our house. The huge white mansion of our new neigh- 
bors looked like the realization of our dream, but it wasn’t ours. 

Finally, it was my turn to seek my own fortune. I had finished 
college and I was determined to succeed, inspired by the idea of 
building something similar to the big house across the street. I was 
ready to go out into the real world and find my place in the sun. 

But then some thing happened that led me to rethink my plans. 
On the eve of the new millennium, I saw the difference between 
dream and reality as I watched in horror while the big white mansión 
of our neighbor was reduced to ashes. 

‘Talk going around town said the house was cursed. Some people 
said the tragedy was a form of punishment for its owners who were 
so arrogant, boastful and selfish that they never thought of paying 
homage to the patron saint of our barrio. Not even once, since they 
settled in our barrio, had they bothered to join the people in celebrat- 
ing our fiesta. Perhaps they were never told that bad luck always 
struck those who spurned this old tradition of celebrating the fiesta. 
Their house was actually the third to go up in flames. 

Actually, all these were mere speculations born out of supersti 
tion. It was faulty wiring that caused the fire that razed the mansion. 
‘The electrical circuits must have been overloaded on account of the 
numerous Christmas lights that they had installed in and out of the 
house and all over the yard. At daybreak when the fire was finally 
put out, all that was left of the place were some appliances that the 
family managed to bring out. Still those who live there could count 
themselves lucky that no one was killed or hurt in the fire. 

1 was there when it happened, and I witnessed the shock and the 
sadness in the faces of our once proud neighbors. It set me off to 
thinking about my sister and brother who were searching for fortune 
so that we could build our dream house. 

From that day on, I no longer looked at our humble house with a 
measure of dismay. I have realized that what matters most isn't the 
shape of the house or the material out of which it's built but the shelter 
it provides especially on rainy days. I don't care anymore if our ances- 
tral house is old for as long as we still have it. I feel secure under its 
roof and I will live in it while our dream house remains a dream. 

Still my sister's declaration continues to ring in my ear: “I will 
build this house!” And I say yes, I will help build that house when 
the right time comes. In the meantime, our old ancestral house will 
be our home. 


YOUNGBLOO! 


Alexander Ther-en 


We want to know what the young are thinking 
about. What are their thoughis on current issues? 
We welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below—Ed. 


Alexander Ther-en, 21, has a bachelor’s degree in mass 
‘communications major in journalism. 


Notice to Youngblood contributors 
Contributors to Youngblood who haven't received their checks are 
requested to inquire with the PDI cashier on Friday. 
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Bubbles 


“The most that it will be able to do is create bubbles and suds just 
like what the Filipino people have been getting from this govern- 
ment. 

—Kilusang Mayo Uno spokesperson Sammy Malunes, comparing the 
“Gloria labandera’ detergent to the country's situation 


Disappointing campaign 

“Heads should now roll but these should not be of the hostages 
but of military commanders who offer only explanations for their 
failures instead of accomplishments.” 
—Retired Gen, Ramon Montano, criticizing the military campaign against 
the Abu Sayyaf 
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OPINION 


[A fee 


THERE'S an amusing passage in Amy Tan's 
novel, “The Hundred Secret Senses,” where 
an older Chinese wortan claims many “yin 
people” (Westerners) want to be reborn as 
Chinese. The proof of this popularity as an 
‘option for rebirth, she says, is China's large 
population, 

That passage aboùt reincarnation came 
back to me as I watched a recent “I-witness” 
episode on Channel 7 about being Filipino, 
or rather about how tiring it had become to 
be Filipino: One part of the program featured 
interviews around the question, “Would you 
‘want to come back as a Filipino?" with people, 
‘more or less split between “yes” and “no.” 

If} may do a retake on Amy Tan, I could 
argue that up there somewhere, wherever it is 
that souls hang around waiting for their re- 
birth, there's probably a long queue of souls 
clamoring to be reborn as Filipinos, or com- 
ing back to live in the Philippines, My 
“proof”? Why, we're close to 80 million souls 
now, and we have one of the world’s highest 
population growth rates. 4 
* "The question, however, is this: What kind 
of-karma do you need to come back as a 

ipino? Few Filipinos believe in reincarna- 
tion and the Filipino concept of karma, whi 
is supposed to be the driving force behind 
rebitths, is quite negative. Erap built up a 
little harem and in the end, was replaced as 
president by a woman. People say Erap got 
his karma and other philanderers are fore- 
warned, “Sige, ma-karma ka, gaya ni Erap.” 

The Filipinized version of karma is quite 
punitive, a departure from the'original con- 
cepts in Hinduism and Buddhism where 
karma refers to a cause-and-effect relation- 
ship. You sow what you reap; it's not consid- 
ered a reward or a punishment by some su- 
pernatural being. If you're obsessed with sex 
then you could come back as a boar, literally 
the macho barako you always wanted to be. 
You're not being punished by any Supernatu- 
ral being, it’s your macho-obsessed stream of 
consciousness that brings you back, your soul 
catapulting into a boar so you can get all you 
‘want as a sexual glutton, 

In principle then, reincamation is a choice. 
You're here because you want to. That's why 
ideally, you're supposed to cultivate a de- 
tachment from the world so you don’t ever 
have to come back-at all, as a Filipino, Chi- 
nese, Indian, American or whatever. 

How come you got reborn as a Filipino? 
Maybe because you were Filipino in a pre- 
vious life, or lives, and enjoyed it, making 
you come back for more. Maybe all your 
barkada came back as Filipinos. Maybe 
you joined the long, rowdy queue of souls 
for the Philippines simply because it was 
long. (You probably jumped the queue as 
well, proving you were worthy to be reborn 
as a Filipino.) 

Maybe you didn’t really want to be Fili- 


Pinoy karma 


PINOy 
5 


Michael L. 
Tan 


pino. Maybe you peeped out of the heavens 
and saw all these islands with beautiful 
beaches and didn’t know a few thousand guys 
were also waiting to be reincarnated as Abu 
Sayyaf bandidos, crazy about beach resorts. 

‘Karma can be “good” or “bad.” When 
your actions are motivated by generosity, 
kindness or wisdom, then you generate pinna, 
often loosely translated as merit but which 
really comes closer to a kind of auspicious 
purifying power that brings you more good 
in life, this one or future ones. 

So, is being Filipino good or bad karma? 
T think it’s all relative. T can imagine why 
some people think that being Pinoy is the 
result of terrible karma. But there are, too, 
Pinoys living in good times, in very good 
times, and if they believed in reincarnation, 
they'd strut around believing they had ex- 
cellent karma. 

If indeed you want to be reborn in a better 
life, then you're supposed to start generating 
good karma in this one, That means really 
being nice and not wishing that your enemies 
get reborn as fungi on someone's foot. (L 
Picked that line from an Italian film.) 

Good karma shouldn't be self-conscious. 
Whenever my friend Margie (yes, that Margie) 
does something good, she flutters her eye- 
lashes and asks, “So do I get karmic points 
for being good?" “Nope,” I reply, “it doesn’t 
count when you're conscious about it, as in 
the way politicians try to get pogi points.” 

‘When you're Pinoy, this karma bit gets 
tricky because when we do things we tend to 
be conscious about what people think, or what 
we'll get out of it. Then, too, our Catholic 
upbringing reduces life to a never-ending 
cycle of rewards arid punishments. We're 
good because we expect to get to heaven, or 
get a few years off from Purgatory, complete 
‘with a plaque of appreciation. 

It's time to rethink karma. As the song goes 
(I think it was from “The Sound of Music"), if 
Tife’s been looking up Intely, maybe it's be- 
cause you did something good as a kid, when 
‘you were still innocent and unaware of karma 
brownie points and photo opportunities for the 
press. And isn’t there another song, too, about 
being good for goodness’ sake? If we could 
just set our sights on doing that, maybe we just 
might produce better collective karma for the 
country. Then it'd be truly worthwhile coming 
back as a Filipino. 

ee 


Comments to karma@pinoykasi.org, 


THE RECENT ruling of the Supreme 
Court barring the Ombudsman from 
looking into the bank records of sus- 
pects in graft cases only shows how 
hopeless our justice system is. The Court 
ruled that banks cannot be required to 
submit records of accounts of their de- 
positors to assist the Ombudsman in its 
graft inquiry, 

But how can the Ombudsman gather 
sufficient evidence for a graft case to 
prosper when our own Supreme Court, 
in the guise of protecting the privacy of 
‘every person, prevents it right from the 
first stage of its investigation from per- 
forming its fob more effectively? 

As an ordinary citizen, I can say that 
thé Supreme Court is largely respon- 


Northfield row 
enters healthier stage 


1 WISH to thank Rina Jimenez-David 
for giving a more balanced presentation 
of the issues in Paref-Northfield’s trans- 
fer to its permanent site along Green- 
meadows Avenue in Quezon City. (PDI, 
7/4101) I appreciate her suggestion for 
more trust and openness from both sides 
(proponents and opponents) and “to be- 
gin talking through venues other than 
streamers and lawsuits.” 

‘Some of us Northfield parents have 
been sorely tempted to put up streamers 
of our own, but we have been consis- 
tently reminded by the Northfield schoo! 
administration to channel our energies 
into more sober dialogue. This perhaps 
is aclear manifestation of the inspiration 
from the life and teachings of Blessed 
Josemaria Escriva de Balaguer that 
guides the spirit of the school. 

Likewise, as Northfield parents, we 
have to be open to being reeducated into 
becoming what we want our children to 
be. If we wish to teach our children tem- 
perance and self-restraint, it has'to start 
with our own personal struggles against 
tendencies to go into headlong collisions 
in solving our problems, 

In the long run, cooler heads and a 
basic belief in the goodness of people 
prevail. This, we witnessed in our dia- 
logue with David who was willing to 
listen to what we had to say. 

We invite you to get to know more 
about Norihfield and how it can truly 
be a venue for genuine people develop- 
ment (through its values education, 
home-school collaboration and schol- 
arships for the poor) and thus, commu- 
nity development. And yes, all these 
“remain in the realm of plans and prom- 
ises," as David mentioned, unless 
Northfield works hand in hand with the 
community it hopes to become part 
of—CATHERIN LANZONA, 126 


Frequent 
changes 
in Senate 
leadership 


E WILL bet my last peso 
that whoever will be cho- 
sen Senate president will 
not last for 18 months. 

Why? Because just 

like his predecessors, he 
will be an unwilling vic- 
lim of the so-called 
“coup d'état” that has 
been “institutionalized,” 
0 10 speak, in that an- 
gust body. Everybody 
agrees to disagree wi 
this “bad practice” b 
cause it is counter-pro- 
ductive and will further 
barm our already dar 
aged economy. 

In order to prevent this 
unnecessary coups, I 
would like to suggest that 
we adopt the practice in 
the United States where 
the vice president auto- 
matically becomes the 
presiding officer of the 
Senate. Ofeourse, we ean 
not just do this unless we 
amend the Constitution. 

‘Are you listening, fu- 
ture delegates to the Con- 
stitutional Conven- 
tion?—PAUL R. 
MORTEL, MBLA 
Court, Malanday, 
Marikina City 


IF you have any com- 
_| taints, grievances or 
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Katipunan Ave., White Plains, QC 


sible for the rotten condition of our jus- 
tice systèm. This is the same Supreme 
Court that absolved Imelda Marcos, the 
same court that delays the decision on 
other Marcos cases and the cases against 
Danding Cojuangco. It is also the same 
Court that prevents the people from 
watching the Estrada trial live on tele- 
vision, fearing that it might prejudice 
Estrada's rights, But how about the right 
of the ordinary Filipino people like me 
to be informed of what's happening in 
the Sandiganbayan? 

Most of us have forgotten how the 
Supreme Court absolved Imelda due to 
technicalities just a few months after 
Estrada assumed the presidency. 

‘Graft and corruption is the root of all 


Court shielding people’s tormentors 
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of what is happening in our country. 

Tt all started with the Marcoses and 
lasted up to the time of Estrada. And 
now we have a Supreme Court that con- 
sistently protects the right of those peo- 
ple who caused our present misery— 
RAFAEL E. FADERA, Nishi Heights, 
102-2 Jojyodoji Nishida-cho, Sakyo- 
ku, Kyoto, Japan 


Oreta bill a rehash of Erap’s EO 81 


CONTRARY to what Teresita S. Cas- 
tillo, chief of staff of Sen. Teresa 
Aquino-Oreta, believes, I read in toto 
the provision of Chapter 3, Section 9 of 
the Oreta Bill which provides that “All 
functions, programs and activities of the 
DECS related to sports competition shall 
be transferred to the PSC. The programs 
for school sports...shall remain part of 
the basic education curriculum.” 

In attempting to refute our stand that 
the Oreta bill should be vetoed by Presi- 
dent Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, Castillo 
failed to explain the difference between 
“(school) sports competition program” 
and “program for school sports.” And I 
doubt if she can because these two are 
one and the same program. 

The school sports competition pro- 
gram which the bill proposes to transfer 
from the Department of Education, Cul- 
ture and Sports to the Philippine Sports 
‘Commission consists of: (a) schoo! in- 
tramural sports, (b) school district meets, 
(©) school division meets, (d) regional 
‘meets, and (e) Palarong Pambansa. How 
can the PSC which does not have any 
grassroots organization and qualified 
Personnel implement these components 
of schools sports competition program? 

The motives of the proponents of 
Chapter 3, Section 9 of the Oreta bill 
are suspect. When the implementing or- 


der ofthe bill is crafted, there is the 
possibility that the provision referring 
to “programs for school sports” which 
will remain with the DECS will include 
the back-breaking and thankless task of 
staging the school intramurals and the 
lower-level competitions leading to the 
national Palarong Pambansa, The 
Palarong Pambansa and international 
competitions, the cream of school sports 
program, will be given to the PSC. 

This is exactly what transpired in 
the implementation of E.O. 81, issued 
by former President Joseph Estrada 
Which even its proponents and support- 
ers now want to be repealed. 

In a Senate hearing attended in by 
members of the PSC board, Chair Carlos 
Tuason admitted that the PSC cannot 
‘manage the Palarong Pambansa because 
it already “has so many other problems.” 
(The Senate record of the meeting will 
attest to this.) In that same meeting, the 
‘members of the board assured Senators 
Robert Jaworski and Franklin Drilon that 
they would submit a resolution to then 
President Estrada recommending the re- 
peal of E.O. 81. Now comes the Oreta 
bill which will sustain the provisions of 
the order—APARICIO H. MEQUI, 
president, Philippine Association of 
Physical Educators Inc. (PAPE), 109 
Valenzuela St., UP Diliman, QC 


Hapao is part of Ifugao 


‘THIS has reference to the article pub- 
lished in a supplement last June 18, 
“What we did in the last days of sum- 
mer,” by Charles Buban. Accompanying 
the article was a photo of the Hapro 
Rice Terraces with a caption that read, 
“The majestic Hapao Rice Terraces wer 
‘among the oldest structures in Banaue. 
May I inform you that Hapao is no 


pa 


longer a part of Banaue, as per Batas 
Pambansa Bilang 337 dated Jan. 19, 
1983 which provided for the transfer of 
some barangays from Banaue to Ifugao. 
One of these barangays is Hapao, which 
now belongs to the municipality of 
Hungduan in the province of Ifugao.— 
ANDRES B. DUNUAN SR., mayor, 
Hungduan, Ifugao 
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UN: Rich nations 
block technology 
flow to poor ones 


MEXICO CITY—The world’s richest 
countries are holding back scientific 
breakthroughs that could help eradicate 
hunger and stamp out poverty, a UN re- 
port says. 

‘The [lth annual Human Development Report, 
scheduled to be released in Mexico City on Tuesday, 
argues that rich nations are hindering development 
and distribution of cutting-edge medicine by quib- 
bling over prices, and says discussion of genetically 
engineered food is one-sided. 

“The current debate in Europe and the United 
States over genetically modified crops mostly ignores 
the concems of the developing world” the report 
says, adding that crops altered to produce higher yields 
could revolutionize farming in Africa, Latin America 
and across the underdeveloped warid, 

‘Critics view genetically modified Foods as poten- 
tial health hazards, arguing that not enough research 
has been done to determine whether they are safe. 
But the report maintains that genetically altered food 
could be an answer to feeding the world's hungry. 

Tt also concludes that the developed world's push 
to block the use of controversial agricultural technol- 
ogy once widely available has hurt poor nations. It 
cites the campaign 10 ban the poisonous pesticide 


DDT, which has left tropical countries battling a new 
breed of Malaria-carrying mosquitoes. 

‘The report also faults wealthy nations for driving 
‘up international prices of prescription drugs by ob- 
jecting to paying high prices. 

“The citizens of rich countries must understand that 
itis only fair for people in developing countries to pay 
less for medicines and other products," the report says. 

Mark Malloch Brown, head of the UN Develop- 
ment Fund, said in a recent interview that the report 
was “intended to challenge prevailing skepticism about 
technology." 

Despite the debale raging over genetically modi- 
fied food, the report urges governments to spend more 
on research and development of biotechnology. 

The report ranked 174 countries based on income, 
‘education, life expectancy and health care, awarding 
Norway the world’s highest standard of living. 

“This is a recognition that our government com- 
bines a good welfare system for all people with a 
dynamic economy,” Norway's Prime Minister Jens 
Stolenberg said. 

th a good welfare state you have people who 
are willing to take risks they can’t take elsewhere," 
Stolenberg Said. “You have well-educated people with 
good health who are more productive and create a 
‘more dynamic economy.” AP 


Spemsonhip| | wal ie aor sposarti opponi 


Featuris Nemlewer |_| wid tech the fiar Cate Conc Wi onc 


Condit hit for withholding 


+ Industry overview by Department of Trade & Industry 


* 3 International Case Studies 


14 brand new Local Case Studies from hospital telecoms, 


banking and IT industries 
In-depth technology updaces 


Latest CRM and call center solutions ac the Trade Exhibition 


‘Opening Hours: 11-12 July 2001 + 10.30 am -5.00 pm 
+ 10.30 am - 4.00 pm 


13 July 2001 


Ofcial Cali Cone 


terrapin 


RASEI 


essentials 


[DD - P3, 
PALL inao Aiaia 


O/min 
Maoa ntl Decartoor dT Z001) 
po $0.40/min 


lanytime, cnywher 


worry less 


Phone Lock 
{prevents unauthorized calls) 


Caller ID 


identifies incoming callers) 


Call Waitin, 
Uppal erg al 


Call Waiting If 
{identifies incoming coller 
While'on the line) 


Nef Express 
{hosslo‘ree Internet * 
right in your phone) 


1-900-TXT 


info on Levy disappearance 


WASHINGTON—The 
US congressman caught of Chandra Levy, who 
up inthe case of a missing was last seen on April 
imera withheld crucial in- 30. 
formation from policeand 
should be a suspect in her 
disappearance, a former 
federal prosecutor said on 
Sunday. 

Police questioned 
Rep. Gary Condit, the 
53-year-old Democrat 
from California, for a 
third time and said on 
Saturday he had an- 
swered all their ques- 
tions and was not a sus- 


pectin the disappearance 


But Joseph diGenova, 
a former US attorney for 
the District of Columbia, 
told the “Fox News Sun- 
day” program he believed 
Condit should be a sus- 
pect because he did not 
disclose his intimate re- 
lationship with the intern, 

DiGenaya, a Repub- 
lican who handled many 
high profile cases, includ- 
ing that of convicted Is- 


raeli spy Jonathan Pol- 
Tard, also said he was “ab- 
solutely stunned” that 
city police had not 
searched Condit's apart- 
ment. 

“I cannot believe 
that that was not one of 
the first things that po- 
lice did not ask him to 
do, especially in light 
of the fact that the con- 
gressman obviously 
Tied to them in the first 
two interviews, and it 
wasa’t until the third 
interview that he finally 


CONDIT 


told the truth and ad- 
mitted that he had a re- 
lationship with this 
missing person,” 
diGenova said. 

“He withheld that in~ 
formation from the po- 
lice over a number of 
weeks. It's absolutely 
outrageous, It is indefen- 
sible,” DiGenova said. ", 

He should be a sus- 
pect, under all the facts 
and “circumstances,” he 
added. 

On CNN's “Late Edi- 
tion,” former US Altor- 
ney General Richard 
Thomburgh also asserted 
Condit had “not been 
completely forthcoming” 
until the third interview 
and said the delay likely 
damaged the investiga- 
tion, 

“That's iwo months 
later, all that time has 
been’ lost,” said Thor- 
burgh, wha led the Jus- 
tice Deparment during 
the first Bush administra- 
tion. 

‘Though police would 
not comment on the na- 
lure of the relationship 
between the congress- 
man, who is married, and 
the 24-year-old intern, 
Levy's aunt said on Fri- 
day Condit was involved 
in a romantic relationship 
with Levy. 

l was widely re- 
ported that Condit ac- 
knowledged to police 
investigators on Friday 
evening he had an af- 
fair with Levy that was 
continuing at the time 
she disappeared. But 
‘Abbe Lowell, Condit’s 
attorney, declined on 
Sunday to describe the 
relationship between 
the congressman and 
the intern but asserted 
Condit had been com- 
pletely forthcoming to 
police. 

“The congressman 
has answered their ques- 
tions each time to the 
best of his ability,” 
Lowell told ABC's “This 
Week.” 

Lowell also said! 
‘Condit has not been sub- 
poented for anything by 
police nor had authorities 
asked to search his apart- 
ment, 

“If they need some- 
thing that we can help 
them with, we'll get it 
to them,” he said. “But 
they haven't asked us 
for anything at this 
point.” Reuters 


AN APPEAL TO 
DOTC SECRETARY 
PANTALEON ALVAREZ 


We are writing on behalf of the Filipino people, the local companies operating in 
the airport, and the airlines that fly to Manila and beg you to correct the dubious 
NAIA 3 contract to avert a national embarrassment before the eyes of the world. 


We understand in 1997, as MIAA senior officer, you were involved in drafting the 
original concession agreement between PIATCO and the Philippine government. 
Over the years, your relationship with PIATCO's chief proponent has significantly 
deepened and this could make it very difficult for. you to be objective in resolving 
the issues at hand. 


Nevertheless, here are several preliminary facts that you should objectively consider: 


1. The NAIA 3 contract is illegal. Since it was awarded through an unsolicited BOT, the government cannot 
guarantee the loans. But DOTC Undersecretary Alan Tan says the government has guaranteed PIATCO's 
loans and will have to assume all obligations to foreign lenders if PIATCO defaults in its payments. 


The contract was changed three times by the Erap administration to favor PIATCO. This obviously 
makes a mockery out of our BOT law, the very law we use to lure foreign investors. 


. Your PIATCO friend has used this illegal contract to bully and intimidate foreign airlines into contracting 
with his own service company, a practice that goes against a level playing field which is essential in 
making our country conducive to business growth. This is also contrary to the spirit of transparency 
which your fellow cabinet members are trying to foster. 


. We have asked your good office several times for a copy of the complete set of contracts and their 
multiple amendments since these are public documents, but we have not received any response. Why? 
Are DOTC officials trying to hide something? 


Mr. Secretary, your fellow cabinet members like Sec. Mar Roxas, Sec. Vince Perez, 
Sec. Lito Camacho, Vice President and Sec. Teofisto Guingona and Sec. Dick Gordon, 
not to mention our own President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, have made it their mission 
to enhance the reputation of the Philippines abroad. To attract foreign investments 
and get this country on its feet, they know we need to uphold the policy of 
transparency and an even playing field and show that our government officials are 
fair and just. We pray you will find the strength to follow their example. 


Several billion dollar companies from Singapore, Spain, Switzerland, U.A.E., 
Malaysia, Germany and the United States, invested in the NAIA service companies in 
good faith. They are very upset with your friend's heavy-handed tactics and are now 
planning to take retaliatory action. Do you really want this matter to explode into an 
international crisis when you can easily prevent it by your objective leadership 
and fairness? 


Mr. Secretary, we appeal to you to sit down with all affected parties and carve out 
an agreement that is fair to all Filipino taxpayers, the Philippine government, the 
foreign airlines and the companies who are direct competitors of your friend. We 
would welcome civic groups and the media to witness our dialogue. We don't want 
to make life difficult for anybody. We just want fairness and transparency. 


It is time we learn from the destructive acts of the previous administration. For 
the sake of future generations, let us not squander the gains we made in EDSA II. 
You cannot allow your friend to sabotage efforts of the administration to achieve the 
international credibility which our country desperately needs. The eyes of the nation 
and the international community are on you, Mr. Secretary. 
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OAU out, 
African 
Union 
upcoming 


LUSAKA, Zambia— 
More than 40 African 
heads of state gathered 
Sunday in Lusaka for a 
summit that will bury the 
Organization of African 
Unity and see the closer- 
knit African Union rise 
im its place. 

About 800 ruling 
party activists greeted the 
arriving leaders at the air- 
port outside Lusaka with 
singing and dancing as 
Zambian President Fre- 
derick Chiluba spent 
hours welcoming them to 
the three-day summit that 
begins Monday. 

The African Union, 
first envisioned in 1999 
by Libyan leader Moam- 
mar Gadhafi, is to be 
loosely modeled on the 
European Union and ex- 
pected to be stronger than 
the OAU ever was dur- 
ing its 38-year existence. 

Its charter includes 
plans for an African cen- 
tral bank, a court of jus- 
tice, a single currency 
and a parliament. 

In a document re- 
leased ahead of the sum- 
mit, OAU Secretary 
General Salim Ahmed 
Salim said the transfor- 
mation gave hope for 
“the rise of a stronger 
and united continent,” 

“We have no other 
option but to remain to- 
gether because sepa- 
rately none of us can 
‘make it, and individual 
linkages with the outside 
world are not viable,” 
Salim said 

‘The OAU will un- 
dergo a yearlong transi- 
tion before transforming 
itself in the union by 
next year’s summit in 
South Africa, 

The OAU, which 
served an important role 
in Africa, had to change, 
said its spokesperson, 
Desmond Orjiako. Its 
charter did not address 
important topics such as 


issues and globalization, 
he said, 

“We don’t see the 
OAU as a failure. As far 
as we are concerned the 
OAU was a huge success 
in its own right,” he said, 

Initially, the differ- 
ence between the two or- 
ganizations will mostly 
be a name change, said 
Jakkie Cilliers, director 
ofthe South Africa-based 
Institute for Security 
Studies who attended a 
high-level OAU meeting 
that directly preceded the 
summit. AP 


Southeast 
Asia smoke 
haze back 


JAKARTA—The dense 
smoke haze which blan- 
keted parts of Indonesia 
and its neighbors for 
months three years ago 
is beginning to choke re- 
gional skies again, offi- 
cials said yesterday. 
‘The smoke has been 
returning to parts of Bor- 
neo and Sumatra as well 
as southern Thailand. 
“Dense smoke haze 
has retumed over Pontia- 
nak but only during the 
nights, while during day- 
time, visibility retums to 


vvince's environmental im- 
pact management office, 
ldrin from the provincial 
capital of Pontianak. 

“The dangerous level, 
with high toxic presence, 
is now between 10 p.m. 
until 3 am. but by around 
7 am., the haze usually 
has thinned again,” Idrin 
said, 

“The haze appears to 
have been carried by 
winds from the south- 
southeast.” j 

Muhammad Khaeroñ: 
nf the meteorology of- 
fice in Pontianak said 
low visibility from the: 
haze had already delayed: 
the landing of one com- 
mercial flight from Jaz, 
kana by some 45 mins? 
utes early yesterday. “* 

Khaeron said the 
haze in Pontianak, which : 
had thickened in the past: 
10 days, was worse at 
night because of the 
presence of mist. : 

Haze has also rez 
tumed to Riau, one of 
the Indonesian provinces 
on Sumatra island worst: 
hit by forest and ground 
fires in 1997-98. AFP 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


WORLD 


—uESDAY, JULY 10, 2 


REUTERS 


A dog shakes off water after a swim in a flooded quarry site near the 
Gzech village of Kosova Hora July 8 as temperatures rose to 30 
degrees Centigrade over the weekend, 


More racial violence 
breaks out in UK city 


BRADFORD, England—The north- 
ern English city of Bradford was quiet 
early yesterday after an Indian restau- 
rant, an Asian-owned petrol station 
and a white-owned bar jacked 
ina second night of racial e. 
“About 10-15 white youths armed 


heavy police presence across the city. 
Many officers were wearing riot gear 
and were equipped with shields and 
batons, 

Charred vehicles, smashed win- 
dows and burnt-out buildings marked 
the streets of the Manningham dis- 


S. Korea president snubs 
Japan envoys over textbook 


SEOUL—President Kim Dae-jung re- 
Fused 10 meet a high-level Japanese 
delegation yesterday in a show of an- 
ger with Tokyo's refusal lo revise text- 
books that critics say whitewash Ja- 
pan’s wartime atrocities. 

‘The move by Kim highlighted a 
widening rift between the two 
neighboring countries, which share a 
thriving trade relationship and will 
ccohost the World Cup soccer tourna- 
ment next year. 

Japan angered Asian neighbors by 
approving eight controversial middle 
school history 4extbooks in April, in- 
cluding one by nationalist scholars who ck 
deny Japan committed documented 
atrocities during World War IL 

In June, South Korea asked Japan 
to revise 35 textbook passages that it 
believes gloss over atrocities commit- 


ted during Japan’s colonial rule of the 
Korean peninsula from 1910-1945. 
South Korea was upset by failure 
in those textbooks to mention tens of 
thousands of Korean and other Asian 
women who we 
sexual slaves for Japanese soldiers 
during World War Il 
Japan responded Monday by in- 
forming Seqpl that it can revise only 
two of the 35 controversial passages. 
In its reply to South Korea and 
which had also demanded 
changes, Japan's Education Ministry 
rejected other revisions because “no 
ut errors” were found, said min- 
stry official Daisuke Saito. 

“We responded with good faith 
within the scope of the textbook screen- 
ing system,” said Tatsuya Ohtsuki, chief 
of the ministry’ textbook division. 


party ruling coalition 
ed to serve as 


Liberal Demoers 


meeting. 


nese decision 


The Japanese response was con- 
veyed by Terusuke Terada, Japan's 
ambassador to South Korea, and a del- 
egation dispatched by Japan's thres- 


‘The Japanese delegation, consist- 

ing of the secretaries-general of the 

Party, the New 

Komeito party and the New Conserva- 
tive Party, flew to Seoul on Sunday. 

However, President Kim tumed 

down their request for a meeting. 

The presidential Blue House said 

Kim could not meet the visitors due to 

ing schedule,” a diplomatic 

used to reject an unwanted 


South Korea's Foreign Ministry is- 
sued a statement expressing 
appointment and regret” over the Japa- 


“In Tight of such an attitude on the 
part of the Japanese government, we 
are compelled to question whether Ja- 
pan values the ties of friendship and 
‘goodwill with neighboring countries 
and is willing to play an active role 
for global peace and stability,” the 
statement said. 

‘The row is a setback for Kim, who 
visited Japan in 1998 and pledged to 
forge friendly relations. Partly moti- 
vated by their perceived common 
threat from North Korea, the two 
countries held joint milita 
for two years 

Upset by the textbéok controversy, 
South Korea canceled this year's joint 
exercise in June and is now reconsid- 
ering q schedule to open its market 
wider to Japanese cultural imports 
such as music and films. AP 


‘deep dis- 


Koizumi to US: Control your troops 


TOKYO—Japanese Prime Mi 

Koizumi yesterday called on the 

impose stricter control over its forces after the arrest 
of a US airman suspected of raping an Oi 

“Such an incident should never happen again,” 
Koizumi told US ambassador Howard Baker during 
a 15-minule meeting at the prime minister's office 
in Tokyo, according to a Japanese foreign ministry 
official. 

“I would like to request tighter discipline and 
guidance. to soldiers as well as the thorough imple- 
mentation of rules,” the premier was quoted as say- 

“itis important that we closely hold discussions 
with the United States,” Koizumi said. 

‘The ambassador, who was only sworn into his 


postin late May, said US President George W. Bush 
hoped to prevent similar occurrences in the future. 

“Ltold the prime minister that President Bush is 
deeply grieved by the incident,” Baker told report- 
ers afier the meeting. 

“It is my hope to visit Okinawa personally some- 
time in the near future,” the ambassador said. 

He added that a bond between Bush and Koizumi 
built at last month's Camp David summit had helped 
to prevent the alleged rape from overly harming 
relations between the United States and its closest 
Asian ally. 

“There is no doubt that a personal relationship, 
which was built between Prime Minister Koizumi 
and President Bush at the US-Japan summit, con- 
tributed to the resolution of this issue.” Baker was 
quoted by the ministry official as telling Koizumi. 


‘The alleged rape took place on June 29, just a 
day before Koizumi and Bush met, The 

dent expressed regret, but Washington bided its 
time in responding to Japanese demands for the 
handover of the suspect. 

Air force Staff Sergeant Timothy Weadland, 24, 
was eventually arrested by Japanese police on the 
southern island of Okinawa on Friday, after Tokyo 
had stepped up diplomatic pressure, AFP 


with baseball bats and bricks 
windows and took the till,” said the 
manager of the petrol station, which + 
is close to the restaurant. Police re- 
ported a small fire at a white-owned 
pub in the city 

‘The overnight violence was on a 
smaller scale than the race riots which 
rocked the city on Saturday night, in- 
juring 120 police in some of the worst 
‘street violence seen in Britain for years. 

“It's generally very quiet,” a po- 
lice spokesperson said. 

No injuries were reported in the 
latest violence, which broke out in the 
northern Greengates area despite a 


trict, also in the north of the city, after LE 

Saturday night's rioting. Thirty-six 

people were arrested in the violence. ‘ 
During nine hours of rioting by i bees R 

around 1.000 youths—mainly È ¢ ‘Live for a moment but | 
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hard core of around 150 riot 
‘cars, drove them recklessly at police 
and members of the public and then 
torched them in thestreet. Reuters 
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REVOLVOLUTION THE NEW VOLVO S60 


Introducing the Volvo S60. The fastest, most powerful Volvo ever. Possibly the most beautiful. Certainly the safest. Take in its sleek aerodynamic lines, mould 
yourself into the contoured leather driving seat and start the turbocharged engine (250 bhp 2.3 litre powerpack with geartronic transmission or a 180 bhp 2.0 litre 
engine). Strong smooth performance, dramatic low slung looks, great roadholding and a stylish cabin. The S60 has everything you'd expect in a sports saloon — 
and more. More safety, more comfort and more room, so passengers can enjoy the ride as much as the driver. And for tHe first 100 owners, the S60 is equipped 
with an integrated GSM phone worth $1,500 + a true luxury for the elite few. 


The Volvo S60. It's a car moving in a new direction. Definitely not your ordinary driving experience. Come in for a test-drive and see for yourself. 


“Trade up your current vehicle for a new Volvo. Call Viking Cars, Incorporated for more détails. 


VIKING CARS INC. 2272 Chino Roces Avenue (formerly Pasong Tamo Ext.), Makati City + Tel. Nos.: 893-6621 / 29 to 32 / 894-1281 / 894-1437 + Fax Nos.: 894-1851 / 894-1055/894-2382 
‘See more of the S60 in action and download free screer-savers. Just log on to www.volvocars.ph 


v * a . 


TUESDAY; JULY 10; 


PHILIPPINE DAILY_INQUIRER= 


Across the NATION 


TONY BERGONIA , Assistant Editor 


Peace zone 
projects OKd 


DAVAO CITY—The Special Zone of 
Peace and Development Social Fund 
Executive Committee (Szopad) on 
Friday approved about PIGS million 
worth of projects for war-affected areas 
in Mindanao. Among the projects 
approved are four Madrasah buildings, 
nine warehouses, 17 solar dryers, a 
barangay health station and a spring 
development system for the provinces 
‘of Lanao del Sur and Maguindanao. 
Communities in Zamboanga and 
Cotabato cities are included as project 
beneficiaries Joselle Badilla, PDI 
Mindanao Bureau 


Army hunts NPAs 


PIRAN, Zamboanga del Norto—The 
military here is conducting coumerinsur- 
gency operations against the New 
People's Army, which has reportedly 
become more active în the province. 

Col. Estelito Romero, commander of 
the Army's 10st Infantry Brigade, said 
Tebel movemens were monitored 
Godoi and Jose Dalman owns. Sources 
‘claimed that the rebels ave uying to gain 
“bargaining power” in the pesce talks, 
Bert Laput, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


4 bolt jail 


BULACAN, Bulacan—Four prisoners 
atthe municipal jail here took advan- 
tage of a heavy downpour July 1 and 
‘escaped. Renato Concepcion, who is 
facing rape charges, was later arrested 
in his house in Barangay Bagumbayan 
here. Police are hunting three other 
inmates identified as Lazaro Cordero 
and Marlon Estaffa, both charged with 
robbery, and Virgilio de la Cruz, who 
was charged with theft. Carmela Reyes, 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


Old man hunted 


MEYCAUAYAN, Bulacan—Police 
here are bunting an 80-year-old man 
who allegedly stabbed and killed his 
neighbor over a family dispute in 
Barangay Libtong here Monday. 
Francisco Pancho was charged with 
homicide and frustrated homicide along 
with his son-in-law, Manuel Postero, 51, 
who is now detained at the municipal jail 
here. The suspects allegedly stabbed 
brothers Nestor and Joel Tumanang after 
they were attacked. Nestor died instantly 
while Joe is sll critical. Carmela 
Reyes, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


Suspected reb slain 


OBANDO, Bulacan—A suspected 
New People's Army collector and a 
Fishpond operator were killed while 
three others were wounded in a 
shootout in Barangay San Pascual 
here Monday. Lando Marquez, 36, a 
suspected NPA collector, shot and 
killed Crisanto Marquez, 60, when he 
refused to pay a P2,000 monthly tax. 
‘The victim's children—Christopher, 
Christian and Freddie—retaliated and 
gunned down Lando Marquez. 
Christopher was wounded while his 
two brothers fled. Two other children 
were hit by stray bullets. Carmela 
Reyes, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


WEATHER FORECAST 


FORECAST: The whole country will 
experionce cloudy skies with scattered 
rainshowers and thunderstorms becoming 
Widespread rains over extreme Northern and 
Northeastern Luzon. source pagasa 
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Northern Luzon Bureau 
Room 201, Bonuan Apartelle 

10 Happy Glen Loop, Baguio City 
Tal. No. (074) 443-0255 

Fax No. (074) 443-8971 
E-mall:inq_baguio@inguirer.com „ph 


‘Southern Luzon Bureau 
23 Aurora St. Old Albay District 
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Fax No. (062) 820-1274 
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iy News 
18-15 Escano SL, Cebu City 
‘Tol. Nos. (032) 233-0346 / 233-0349 
Fax No. (032) 292-9938 
small pdivis@skyinal, net 


‘Mindanao Bureau 
FEP Png Corn. i, 
Ma-ad Road, Davao Cily 
Tel. Nos, (082) 244-1770 to 71 


Hospital fire kills 2 men, 
including surgery patient 


By MA. DIOSA LABISTE 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


ILOILO CITY—Two persons died 
carly yesterday during an hour-long 
fire that gutted portions of the main 
building of the Western Visayas 
Medical Center (WVMC) in 
Mandurriao, this city. 

Raymundo Camacho, 34, died 
on the operating table while doc- 
tors failed to revive Ramon 
Ybiernas, 60, who suffered a heart 
attack when the fire broke out. 

‘The deaths occurred atthe height 
of the panic when flames engulfed 
the hospital's old library, its record 
section and its kidney unit where a 
dialysis machine was located. 


Dr. Jose Mari Fermin, director 
of the 400-bed WVMC, said dam- 
age to hospital equipment was esti- 
mated at P9 million. 

Chief Insp. Mumar Pama of the 

Mandurriao police station said his 
office received a fire alarm around 
5:30 am. The fire was controlled 
an hour later. 
“An explosion preceded the fire 
that started at the hospital library 
on its mezzanine floor where old 
records and medical charts are be- 
ing kept. The fire quickly spread to 
the medical records section, the kid- 
ney unit and a portion of Fermin’s 
office below the old library. 

Afier the fire alarm was sounded 
off, Fermin said the hospital's fire 


brigade tried to fight the flames with 
fire extinguishers and was able to 
ccontrol the fire. 

‘Camacho, a stabbing victim, was 
being operated on when the fire 
broke out. For fear of their lives 
and of the patient's, the surgical 
staff decided to evacuate the oper- 
ating room on the second floor and 
move to the emergency room on 
the ground floor. Camacho died 
during the transfer. 

Ybiernas was at the hospital to 
accompany his wife, Enriquieta, the 
former chief of clinic of the WVMC. 
who was undergoing dialysis 
Ybiernas was earlier seen assisting 
patients flecing the fire. He later 
suffered a heart attack, probably af- 


ter inhaling thick smoke that envel- 
‘oped the hospital's main building, 
said Fermin, 

Witnesses told radio reporters 
that hospital patients and their com- 
panions rushed to exit points when 
the fire broke out. Other people in 
the hospital were seen smashing 
glass jalousies and breaking doors 
to get out of the building. 

In arush of adrenaline, convales- 
cent patients got up and ran outside, 
lugging their pillows and intrave- 
nous fluid bottles with them, Nurses 
and hospital personnel said they 
made sure that no patient was left in 
the rooms threatened by the fire. 

Eight patients in the intensive care 
unit and four from the neo-natal in 


Army accused of rights abuse in Basilan 


ISABELA CITY, Basilan—Mil 
tant organizations here and in 
Zamboanga City said the military's 
operation against the Abu Sayyaf 
has resulted in violation of human 
rights of the civilians. 

Even a religious leader con- 
nected with the Office of Muslim 
Affairs agreed that the govem- 
ments bounty offer for the arrest 
of Abu Sayyaf leaders and mem- 
bers has triggered these violations. 

“This (reward) system created 
more problems (because) it has 
made the lives of innocent Mus- 
lims miserable,” Ustadz Sheik 
Miraji Juaini, an OMA develop- 
ment officer, said. 

Mujiv Halaman of the 
Kahapan Foundation—Moro Hu- 
man Rights Center (Kahapan- 
MHRC) here said the bounty of- 
fer led some people to just point 
to civilians as Abu Sayyaf mem- 


Robbers kill 
3 in heist 
in Cabanatuan 


CABANATUAN CITY—Three per- 
sons, one of them a businessman, were 
Killed Sunday night when robbers broke 
imo a four-story building in Barangay 
Zulueta here, police said. 

Police identified the victims as busi- 
nessman George Remperas, 35: Rachel 
Busalpa, 19; and Myrin Dig, 5. Busalpa 
and Dig were nieces of the live-in part- 
ner of Remperas. Remperas suffered 12 
stab wounds in different parts of the 
body and contusions caused by blows 
from a hard object. 

‘The two other victims were bludg- 
ceoned to death with the use of a wooden 
club, police said. 

Supt. Laverne Manangbao. police 
chief here, said the police have two sus- 
a 
helpers in the auto supply shop owned 
by Remperas. 

One of them, identified as Angelito 
Graciano, 26, of Malita, Davao del Sur, 
was arrested by the police. The other 
suspect. identified as Eduardo Poster, 
20, of Sta. Maria, Davao del Sur, es- 
caped. 

A police report said the two sus- 
pects first struck Remperas with a 
‘wooden object while he was om the 
stairs going up to the third floor to re- 
tire forthe night. 

He was stabbed repeatedly with the 
use of a knife. 

‘The suspects went io the second 
floor where they found the two other 
victims. The two were clubbed to death. 
‘The suspects then proceeded tothe third 
floor where Myrna Bote, a live-in part- 
ner of Remperas, who was nursing her 
baby, was staying. 

She reportedly pleaded for her life 
and that of her baby while telling the 
suspects that she did not have money in 
the house 

lt was at this juncture that police 
operatives SPO3 Julio Menor and PO2 
‘Abraham Rafanan Jr. arrived and col- 
Jared Graciano. 

The policemen were reportedly 
alerted by a maid of Remperas. 
Anselmo Roque, PDI Central Luzon 
Desk 


bers. 

Another militant group said the 
anti-Abu Sayyaf operations in 
Basilan drove residents into paranoia, 
suspecting almost every individual 
as member of the bandit group. 

“Distrust runs high among the vic- 
tims. They feel suspicious of stran- 
gers, even relief workers and 
Caregivers,” Balay Mindanaw, an 
NGO working for the refugees, said 
ina statement. 

It said this distrust also led to 
indiscriminate identification of civil- 
ians as members of the Abu Sayyaf. 

Kahapan-MHRC said a total of 
eight persons were killed, nine per- 
sons arrested, seven missing and two 
‘thers were beaten up either by the 
military or police since the start of 
anti-Abu Sayyaf operations on June 2. 

Hataman said their records still 
did not include the arrest of suspected 
‘Abu Sayyaf in Zamboanga City and 


in Metro Manila. 

“These harassment and violations 
started afier the Lamitan siege, when 
the military (increased) its force to 
about eight battalions,” Hataman said. 

“As in Sulu, the military thinks 
that all Basilefios and Muslims in 
Other parts of the country are all Abu 
Sayyaf,” he added. 

Kahapan-MHRC said since June 
2, Nursailah Ibid of Barangay Calut 
Tuburan has been missing, 

On June 5, Genies Marlon de la 
Cruz and Jul Pawaki of Lamitan dis- 
appeared while Kasim Ampoyong and 
three other companions failed to re- 
‘urn home after they were invited by 
camoutlage-wearing uniforms sus- 
pected to be military men on June 6. 

Earlier, Southcom chief Lt 
Gen. Gregorio Camiling Jr., de- 
nied reports that the military was 
randomly arresting suspected Abu 
Sayyaf members. 


“The identities of the suspects 
are double-checked and the mili- 
tary observes due process to ensure 
that we will not violate the rights of 
any individual,” Camiling said. 

‘The militant groups said a to- 
tal of eight persons were killed 
because of their alleged ties with 
the Abu Sayyaf. 

On June 10, Hassan Liongan 
and Lukman Alih and three oth- 
ers were apprehended. blindfolded 
and allegedly shot dead by ele- 
ments of the 37th Special Forces 
and nine members of the local 
militia in a checkpoint in Upper 
Maligue here. 

‘The NGOs identified the mili- 
tary officers as a Sergeant Martinez 
and a Corporal Luna of the 37th 
SF. Julie Alipala-Inot with reports 
from Allan Nawal and Ellen Red, 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Senate committee takes Agno folk’ 
side in fight against cement plant 


cedural requirement does not take away 


By YOLANDA FUERTES 

PDI Northern Luzon Buredu 
AGNO. Pangasinan—Residents op- 
posing a multibillion-peso cement 
plant complex here have found allies 
„in the Senate 

The Senate committee on environ- 
ment and natural resources asked the 
Deparment of Environment and Natu- 
ral Resources to cancel the environmen- 
tal compliance certfieate issued to the 
proposed Agno cement and quarry 
project. 

The committee, chaired by Sen. 
Rober Jaworski, also asked President 
Macapagal-Arroyo to censure officials 
of the DENR’s environmental manage- 
ment bureau (EMB) for “failing o dis- 
cem their role in this undertaking" 

The EMB granted the ECC with 55 
conditions to Taiwan-based Goldsun 
Corp., Nihon Cement Corp. of Japan 
and GML Corp., a Filipino entity, the 
projec proponenis. The project includes 
a cement plant, a quarry project, a power 
plant and a pier. 

When it lapsed on March 29, the 
ECC was extended to another two years 
by former acting Environment Secre- 
tary Joemari Gerochi. 

‘Last month, Environment Secretary 
Heherson Alvarez told Agno residents 
that he suspended the ECC pending à 
review of its extension 

In its report, the Senate committee 
said “mere compliance with legal pro- 


the function of government offic 
be more circumspect.” 

It added: “After all, they are given 
the delicate task of balancing the inter- 
ests of various stakeholders guided by 
their mission-vision of preserving the 
last remaining natural sanctuaries of this 
county. 

‘The committee also reminded the ex- 
ecutive offices of the government that 
“the social acceptability of a project 
should be given paramount considera- 
tion, even as no endeavor is successful, 
if many people will be marginalized 
their health and future compromised.” 

This town facing the China Sea was 
chosen by the proponents for the ce- 
‘ment plant complex project because it 
is rich in limestone, the main raw mate- 
rial for the manufacture of cement. 

A pier would also be built here for 
the easy transpon of cement outside of 
the country, 

Residents, however, opposed the 
project, saying it was anti-people, anti- 
poor and destructive to the environ- 
‘ment, They said the port and wastewater 
from the plant would endanger the en- 
vironment while the town’s rivers 
‘would be heavily silted by quarry op- 
erations. 

The residents also said the plant 
would run counter with the town's land 
use plan and Pangasinan’s physical 
framework plan, which declared the en- 
tire weste Pangasinan as an eco-tour- 
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Drought remains threat to 


DAVAO CITY—Southem Mindanao 
remains vulnerable to production short- 
ages because of the prolonged dry sea- 
son, prompting the Deparment of Ag- 
ricullure to provide the farm sector with 
other options. 

Francisco Agustin, administrative di 
vision chief of the DA in the region, 
said irrigated rice areas which are expe- 
siencing shortages of water supply dur- 
ing the growing period will shift to pro- 
duction of corm and legumes. 


Agustin said the department was 
also ready to provide infrastructure, 
support services and technology inter- 
ventions to help farmers cope. 

These include additional shallow 
tube wells, cloud seeding operations 
and the rehabilitation of irrigation sys- 
tems, provision of standby pesticide in 
case of outbreak of pests and root crops 
planting materials for uplanders and 
Inmads. 

Agustin said available funds for the 


‘The residents also raised these other 

‘Barangay Macaboboni. the 

project site, has been classified as an 

integrated forestry zone with certificates 

of stewardship contract (CSC) awarded 
to 107 residents. 

The contracts were spuri- 
ously cancelled and the land was given 
10 the project proponents 

Mining and forestry laws 
were violated to accommodate the 
project. For example, the DENR’s 
mines and geosciences bureau issued a 
mining exploration permit to the GML 
even if quarrying and mining activities 
are prohibited in areas declared as inte- 
grated social forestry zones. The permit 
covers 1,256 hectares. 

‘An ECC was issued without 
archeological clearance from the Na- 
tional Museum, even if Agno is rich in 
paleontological and archeological sites. 

The proposed open-pil quarry 
would result in the possible loss of valu- 
able topsoil, making vegetation nearly 
— 

Goldsun, however, countered that 
the 55 conditions of the ECC “are rea- 
sons enough to admit that necessary 
environmental guarantees are safely in- 
stituted.” 

The proponents also cited a town 
resolution reclassifying parcels of land 
situated in Barangay Macaboboni from 
agricultural to industrial 


S. Mindanao 


mitigation of the effects of a prolonged 
dry season are P214 million for rice 
farmers and 47.8 million for com. 

‘There are 91,263 hectares planted to 
rice and 120,849 hectares where corn is 
grown in southern Mindanao. 

Of the region's provinces, South 
Cotabato is the most vulnerable, fol- 
lowed by Davao del Sur, Sarangani, 
Compostela Valley and Davao del 
Norte, Agustin said. Joel Escovilla, 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


tensive care unit were moved to the 
emergency room during the fire. In- 
‘coming patients were tumed away. 

Firetrucks and ambulances from 
other hospitals rushed to the 
WYMC to await orders to move 
patients to safety. 

As of 10 p.m. yesterday, electric 
ity and telephone lines were restored 
at the hospital, except in the operat- 
ing room, Patients returned to their 
rooms after hospital staff had disin- 
fected the smoke-filled rooms. 

‘The hospital was also checking 
if the heavily drenched dialysis ma- 
chine, which was donated by the 
Philippine Charity Sweepstakes 
Office, is still working. 


MILF told 
to rescue 
Chinese 


COTABATO CITY—Moro Islamic 
Liberation Front chair Salamat 
Hashim has issued a directive to his 
field commanders to help in the im- 
mediate recovery of an abducted 
Chinese national in North Cotabato. 

Eid Kabalu, MILF spokesperson, 
quoted Hashim as saying the MILF 
decided to help in the rescue of the 
Chinese on humanitarian grounds, 

He said reports reaching the rebel 
group indicated that Zhang Zhong 
Quiang, manager of the China Im- 
port-Export Technologies (Citec), 
Was brought by his captors to South 
Cotabato. 

Zhang was seized in Matalam, 
North Cotabato last month allegedly 
by Filipino co-workers in the P3 bil- 
lion Malitubog-Maridagao Irrigation 
Project to force the Citec to leave. 

‘Army Maj. Julieto Ando, 6th In- 
fantry Division spokesperson, ear- 
lier said this was admitted by one of 
Zhang's abductors who was arrested. 

Kabalu said MILF field com- 
manders in South Cotabato and 
nearby areas are scouring areas where 
the guerillas could be keeping Zhang. 

He did not provide a timetable for 
Zhang's rescue but Kabalu said the 
rescue effort could also help convince 
the government that the MILF was 
sincere in the ongoing peace talks. 

Police sources said Citec had 
been negotiating with the MILF for 
the release of Zhang in exchange for 
an undetermined amount of “board 
and lodging fee.” 


19 in jeep 
hurt in mishap 


LEGAZPI CITY—Nineteen pas- 
sengers were reported in critical 
condition after suffering fractured 
bones and serious injuries the jeep 
they were riding in rammed a sign- 
board in Nabua, Camarines Sur 
Sunday, a report reaching the po- 
lice regional office here said yes- 
terday. 

Chief Supt. Robert Delfin, Bicol 
police chief, said the jeep came 
from Libon, Albay and was bound 
for Manila when it lost its brakes 
and hit a signboard on the 
Maharlika Highway in Barangay 
Tandaan, Nabua, Camarines Sur. 

The injured’ passengers were 
rushed to a nearby hospital. 

Delfin said the speeding jeep lost 
its brakes, causing its driver to panic 
and lose control of the vehicle. 

Earlier, at least 43 passengers 
were hurt in two accidents in a day 
along the Maharlika Highway in 
Camarines Sur and Lag 

One of the drivers was reportedly 
reading a text message and another 
failed to see an oncoming train. 

Several accidents involved read- 
ing text messages while driving, 
while some were attributed to poorly 
engineered roads. Rey Nasol, PDI 
Southern Luzon Bureau 


Habeas corpus case forces release of patient 


By ALEX PAL 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


DUMAGUETE CITY—A hospital 
here was forced to release on July 4 
a patient who had been detained in 
the hospital for over two weeks for 
failing to pay his bills. 

A court ordered the patient's 
lease. Dirkie Palma, Silliman U 
versity Medical Center Founda 


q 


jon 


Inc. (SUMCFI) legal counsel, did 
not object to the court order, saying 
they would just collect the unpaid 
bills from patient Robert Francis 
Bocanegra through other lawful 
means. 

Bocanegra was ordered released 
by Judge Celso Tayros of the Re- 
gional Trial Court Branch 39 after 
the patient's father, Alberto, filed a 
petition for habeas corpus. 


Bocanegra, a registered nurse, 
was admitted at the SUMCFI for 
serious physical injuries, which he 
suffered from a vehicular accident 
in Bais City on March 7. 

He said he had already given the 
hospital a cash payment of 
115,781.60 and P50,000 for medi- 
cines and physical therapy. 

But the hospital said he still has 
to pay P260,395.76, including 


P35,000 in professional fees of the 
surgeon who treated him. 
Bocanegra said he was due for 
discliarge since June 15 but they 
could not comply with the require- 
ments of the SUMCFI to settle 
their balance either through post- 
dated checks, certificates of title 
to real property or through a co- 
maker, someone who would guar- 
antee payment and whom the hos- 


pital would trust. 

He also said his unnecessary 
confinement would only add to his 
‘mounting bills that would cause him 
and his family hardship and untold 
sufferings. 

Now that he was finally dis- 
charged, Bocanegra said he planned 
to find a good-paying job abroad 
so he could settle his debts with the 
SUMCFI. 
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GMA favors Drilon as Senate President 


(From page Al) 
Senators Joker Arroyo, Ralph Recto and Francis 


This bloc bonded by a common three-term 
House tenure and its PPC campaign in the May 
14 elections, is backing up Arroyo for the top 
post. 

All together, there are 12 senators in the PPC. 

The diagram also shows the opposition with 
two blocs: The LDP made up of Senators 
Edgardo Angara, Teresa Oreta, Rodolfo Biazon, 
Blas Ople and Vicente Sotto. 

‘The second bloc is the Puwersa ng Masa of 
Senators Loi Ejercito Estrada, Panfilo Lacson 
and Gregorio Honasan. 

‘Together these two opposition blocs have 
eight members backing up Angara. 

Finally, there's another group in the diagram 
that's outside the PPC and the opposition—the 
so-called “independents,” though one senator 
said the better term for them is “floating.” These 
are Senators Ramon Revilla and his son-in-law, 
Robert Jaworski, John Osmefia and Senate 
topnotcher Noli de Castro. This group is quiet 
about its preference. 

Lakas objection 

Lakas may not take to the presidential anoint- 
ment of Drilon for the top post over its bet, 
Cayetano, Some PPC members also object to 
Drilon as he does not have any known ally in 
the PPC coalition, But that could be shot down 
by the argument that, to paraphrase former Sen. 
Juan Ponce Enrile, you have the President for an 
ally, you need no other ally. 

“There could also be objection from Sen. Serge 
Osmefia, who is a keen rival of Drilon for the 
leadership of the Visayas. Serge is known to har- 
bor ambitions to be Ms Macapagal’s running 
mate in 2004. But his negative vote would-be 
balanced by his cousin, John, who is a close as- 
sociate of Drilon. 

Swing votes 

Where to get the rest of the votes, to bag at 
least a 13-vote simple majority. Flavier says 
they'd like 15 votes so that it would be more 
decisive. 

‘The PPC group would likely turn to the bloc of 
“floating” senators forthe extra votes to clinch the 
Senate race and here it's conceded that the most 

“sungkit-able” (desirable) would be neophyte De 
Castro. Insiders opine that ABS-CBN won't allow 
Noli to wander off to the opposition. 

A crucial mini-bloc that could be a swing vote is 
the father-in-law/son-in-law tandem of Senators 
Revilla and Jaworski. Revilla is unabashed in his 
declaration to colleagues to let them know when they 
already got 11 votes, so that he and Jaworski could 
swing to them, 

‘Also, Drilon has to, show what Flavier termed 
“identifiable following.” 

Drilon resigned from the LAMP coalition of 
Estrada early in November, 2000 after the jueteng 
scandal broke out and aligned himself with the anti- 
Estrada forces during the impeachment trial and at 
Edsa II. Though he ran and won under the PPC ban- 
ner in the last elections, most of his former close as- 
sociates in LAMP, such as Senators Oreta, John 
Osmeña and Angara, are with the opposition 

At a recent meeting between Drilon and Villar, 
the latter asked the former, “Eh, sino ba ang dala 
mo?” (Who's with you?) 

‘There is a possibility that Angara could offer the 
eight votes of his bloc to Drilon ìf the former sees that 
bagging the Senate top post for himself would be hope- 
less, The problem with this scenario, however, is that 
Drilon would be turning his back on his current allies 
inthe PPC. 

Rumblings against Angara 

Senator Ople was recently quoted as saying that 
“we are in the process of wrapping up the Senate presi- 
dency for Ed Angara.” Ople hinted that the three or 
four extra votes Angara’s group needs to clinch that 
post could be obtained in exchange for chairmanships 
Of the most powerful committees 

‘The speculation is that he was referring to Pimentel, 
Cayetano and Drilon, who, he opined, would end up 
with the minority if they don’t join with the Angara 
group. 

But there are rumblings of discontent against 
Angara from within the opposition itself. 

Former Ambassador and NPC stalwart Ernesto 
Maceda was quoted as saying that the eight opposi- 
tion senators may not be solid for Angara, as some do 
not like the way former President Joseph Estrada's 
executive secretary sought to make himself "look 
clean” (*nagmalinis siya”) at the expense of the de- 
posed leader in the last days of his incumbency, 

Get PPC act together 

At the July 1 meeting at the Palace, President 
Macapagal was said to have advised the PPC aspir- 
ants to thresh out the problem among themselves. The 
aspirants are inclined to settle it among themselves 
without her intervention, if possible. 

Ms. Macapagal’s principal concern is said to be 
the preservation of the PPC, following its near-disso- 
lution in the House after the PPC contenders couldn't 
reach agreement on the speakership issue. This forced 
frontrunner Joe de Venecia, to recruit the 52-member 
Nationalist People’s Coalition into his column to en- 
sure that he gets the numbers. 

Since the bottom line for PPC is to secure the Sen- 
ate presidency from the opposition, its concer right 
now is to ensure that no PPC member breaches the 
ranks, Preserve the PPC unity and “purity” is the 
battery. 

Guingona formula 

To ensure unity and purity, the PPC aspirants 
agreed in the presence of President Macapagal to ad- 
here tothe formula devised by Vice President Teofisto 
Guingona, Lakas party president. 

‘The Guingona formula provides that whoever gets 
a simple majority of the 12 votes, which is seven votes, 
would automatically get the support of the rest within 
the administration bloc. He becomes the PPC candi- 
date for the Senate presidency. Only after the 12 PPC 
votes are secured can this candidate begin negotiations 
With other groups or senators for their votes. 

Under this formula groupings have become cru- 
cial, and the two blocs in the PPC which have specific 
votes have become the object of intense wooing and 
courting. 

Villar had been saying, “We have a lot of suitors 
and our price is going up. 

Cayetano and Arroyo, who are supported by their 
respective blocs, have been talking about clinching it 
already between them, so that with their eight votes 
they would only need five more votes to bag the top 
post. The problem is that they can't agree on who 
between them will get it. 


» 


Power-sharing 

igs, there is a proposal for the two 
contenders for "power-sharing"—one and a half years 
each until the 2004 elections. 

Cayetano wants to take the first half right away, 
on the argument that he would more need time to pre- 
Pare for reelection in 2004; so he better be Senate pres 
dent now. But Arroyo wants the post now. 
proposed that he takes it for only one year and 
Cayetano gets the last two years. 

Cayetano, however, is hampered by what col- 
leagues term a “personality problem.” On the other 
hand, Arroyo, who enjoys broad support from the civil 
society groups, could be regarded as a trifle too inde 
pendent-minded by President Macapas 

Compromise 

Pimentel is being talked about as a compromise 
candidate if President Macapagal is not too enthusi- 
astic to have Drilon bag the top post, given his 2004 
presidential ambition. Pimentel has presidential am- 
bitions too, but it has noted that by 2004, younger can- 
didates would edge him out: so he could appear harm- 
Tess to Malacanang at the moment. 

‘Another compromise candidate could be Flavier, 
the only true Lakas candidate among the PPC wi 


To facitita 


ners, and also the most senior. Flavier parried talk 
about his being a "archon by saying he's "mapot" 
Gain 
2nd balloting 
‘What could happen in the Senate race is that com- 
mitments could stick in the first balloting. but any- 
thing could happen in a second balloting. particularly 
if i's a secret balloting. as some are advocating 
Flavier said he has told his Lakas party mates 10 20 
for Cayetano, but he appears to have left open his 
choice for the second balloting 
Fluid, hazy 
Because ofthe blocs, Drilon pointed out last week 
that no one of the contenders, including himself, can. 
claim to have even the minimum winning number of 
13 voles. “Anyone who claims he has the voles is 
ig.” Drilon stressed. 
tually cross coalition lines 
ie Senate presidency. But at 
the moment what is evident is that the balance of 
power between the two coalition groups is almost 
Senator Flavier admitted that each coalition has 
problems. I's still fluid and hazy in the PPC, Flavier 
said. 


ANGARA: Lone 
contender. 


opposition PIMENTEL: Compromise candi 


date if PPC is not united. 
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Abu Sayyaf chief of staff captured 


(From page Al) 


His group is said to have pulled off the 
‘May 22 attack on the Barcelo Pearl Farm 
Beach Resort in Samal Island, Davao 
del Norte, 

In ` Malncafiang, President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's spokesperson said 
Global's capture was the result of a com- 
bined operation of the Armed Forces, 
the Philippine National Police and the 
National Intelligence Coordinating. 
Agency (Nica). 

“We see it as another indication that 
the Abu Sayyaf network is gradually but 
surely being dismantled,” Rigoberto 
‘Tiglao said in a news conference, “We're 
tuming the comer now in the fight 
against the Abu Sayyaf.” 

PNP officers were reportedly’ con- 
‘cemed about the credit for Global’s cap- 
ture, and not the PS-million reward. 

Col. Pedrito Magsino, commander of 
the 601st Brigade, also aired remarks to 
that effect. 

Tiglao also said authorities were de- 
liberating on the issue of who should be 
rewarded. 

“The priority is the civil 
ant,” he said. 


form- 


Chief Supt, Manuel Raval of the Cen- 
tral Mindanao PNP command said Glo- 
bal and his men were arrested around S 
pm. inside the Jabarani compound in 
Barangay Calumpang, where they were 
attending a prayer session. 

“The three others arrested were identi- 
fied as Halik Sabdani alias Abuajar/ 
Hajar, Javier Sampang alias Abu Khair 
Kahir, and Saltnar Sali alias Toto. 

They carry a bounty of PI million 
each, 

“The identities of the four arrested 
suspects matched the file photographs 
of wanted ASG (Abu Sayyaf Group) 
members that we have in Our posses- 
Sor,” Raval said a 

le said the raiding team, com; 
of local policemen and members of the 
Gist Army Brigade, confiscated a 
umber of Armalite bullets and cell 
phone casings at the Jabarani compou 

Sabdani, Sampang and Sali were pre- 
Semed at a press conference at Camp 
Fermin G. Lira Jr. yesterday moming. 

Mayor Pedro Acharon said Global 
was to be presented 10 the President and 
had to be immediately flown to 
Malacaang. 

Escorted by military men, a hand- 


cuffed Global arrived in Manila past 11 
‘ain. aboard a Philippine Airlines com- 
mercial fight He was immediately taken 
ina van to For Bonifacio. 

Tip from an asset 

At the press conference in Fort 
Bonifacio, Army chief Li. Gen. Jaime de 
Jos Santos said it was actully a Nica 
“asset” who tipped off authorities on 
Global's presence in General Santos. 
nArm spokesperson Li. Col, Jose 

ima Jr. said the military expected 
more Abu Sayyaf leaders to fall the 
next few weeks 

"y There are more to come" Mabenta 

Ta General Santos, Magsino said Gio- 
bal’s group had been under surveillance 
for weeks 

He said the military had received an 
intelligence report that the group was 
hiding in the compound but that efforts 
tad 10 be made to ensure it was indeed 
Global and not anyone else. 

Raval said the bandits Ned to Gen- 
eral Samos after the attack on Peart Farm, 
hich the military initially blamed on 
sea pirates 

‘The bandits were supposedly target- 
ing some of the foreigners vacationing 


Berroya out as PNP intelligence chief 


(From page A1) 


“The deadline for this, she said, was 
yesterday. She wants immediate results. 
incidences of kidnapping have already cost 
the country’s image dearly,” Tiglao said. 
Besides Berroya, four other rank- 
ing police officials, occupying sensi- 
tive posts, were given new assign- 
ments, a PNP press statement said. 
‘The statement said that the Presi- 
dent approved of Berroya's relief upon 
the recommendation of Director Gen- 
eral Leandro Mendoza, PNP chief, and 
Interior Secretary Jose Lina Jr. 
Berroya replaces Chief Supt. 
Enrique Galang as director of Central 
Luzon, Galang was appointed director 
of the Bicol regional police office. 
Delfin new intel chief 
Chief Supt. Robert Delfin, erst- 
while head of the Bicol PNP Com- 
‘mand, occupied Berroya’s former post 
Delfin is not new to his post. He 
served as PNP intelligence chief dur- 


ing the Estrada administration. 

‘Also affected in the revamp was 
Deputy Director General Romeo Peña, 
the erstwhile Metro Manila police 
chief, who was named PNP deputy 
chief for operations. Vice Deputy Di- 
rector General Edgar Galvante was 
giver Peña's post. 

‘The President said the PNP revamp was 
meant to “reinvigorate” the organization. 

President Gloria Macapagal- 
Arroyo is confident that the establish- 
ment of the National Anti-Crime Com- 
mission and the changes in the PNP 
hierarchy will very soon end the 
scourge of heinous crimes in the coun- 
try,” Tiglao said in a statement. 

"Tiglao said the revamp was one 
way of resolving problems that got in 
the way of a more efficient PNP. 

‘She feels that the way to 
reinvigorate an organization is to ef- 
fect changes in task and functions.” 
Tiglao said in a briefing. 

The still unnumbered executive or- 


der creating the NACC was finally 
signed yesterday morning afier legal 
questions had been ironed out. 

The President announced the EO 
some weeks back. 

“The NACC is envisioned to effect 
closer, maximum coordination among 
our law enforcement agencies. In par- 
«cular it is empowered to focus on 
operations against particular crime 
syndicates,” Tiglao said. 

‘The NACC, which is under the Office 
of the President, is composed of a chair, 
Justice Secretary Hemando Perez. and 10 
members, including three from the pri- 
vate sector who have yet to be named. 

The members are the interior secre- 
tary, defense secretary, national secu- 
rity adviser, Armed Forces chief of 
staff, PNP director general, National 
Bureau of Investigation director, and 
chief state prosecutor. 

‘The NACC shall have a secretariat 
headed by an executive director. 

The NACC was given II specific 


Estrada arraigned today for plunder 
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sonally see to it that it will happen,” 
Desierto said in an interview yester- 
day aferon. 

‘Estrada is also scheduled to be ar- 
raigned today on a lesser charge of 
illegally using an alias, He became 
the first Philippine president to face 
criminal trial when he was arraigned 
fon a perjury charge on June 27. But 
he refused to enter a plea on the ad- 
vice of his lawyers, prompting the 
Sandiganbayan to enter a plea of not 
guilty on his behalf 

Desierto urged the disgraced 
leader to enter a plea in his plunder 
arraignment. “It is not important 
whether he will plead guilty or not 
‘What is important is that he will enter 
a plea,” Desierto said. 

Deluge of motions 

Despite Estrada's pronouncements 
that he is willing to answer the accu- 
sations against him point by point, 
his battery of lawyers has so far filed 
68 motions before the Sandiganbayan 
delaying his prosecution, Desierto 

“IF Estrada is sincere in his wish 
to clear his name before the people, 
he should welcome this opportunity 
to present his side and if need be, he 
should overrule the advice of his law- 
yers, if only for the sake of truth,” the 
Ombuds 

Yesterday, the defense filed an- 
other motion to remind Estrada's 
third case—illegal use of alias—to the 
Office of the Ombudsman. 

And Verzola said Estrada's law- 
yers would ask the Supreme Court 
today whether holding the plunder ar- 
raignment would be in violation of 
the normal 15 days given to appeal. 

But Desierto argued that the ar- 
raignment was long overdue since the 
law only allows for a maximum 16- 
day wait after a case is filed 

“The court initially set the arraign- 
ment for May but it was rescheduled 
twice on the request of the defense. 

No reason to be biased 

Ruling on the motion to inhibit 
himself, Badoy took 20 pages to in- 
sist that “I had no reason to be biased 
‘against the accused.” 


He said the defense panel miscon- 
strued as bias on his part a passage in 
the court's June 9 resolution denying 
house arrest for the Estradas. 

‘The questioned passage, 
by Badoy reads: 

“With the prosecution and indict- 
ment of a President, even while sit- 
ting as President, a new day has fi- 
nally dawned for our country and peo- 
ple. The court is called upon to con- 
tribute its share in pushing the mo- 
mentum of the day forward to the end 
that the light and luster of that day 
may not be extinguished like dying 
embers in the freezing cold of a lonely 
Gulag winter night. 

The clarion call to arms, the 
warning must ring loud, cleat and un- 
mistakable to one and all—that, 
henteforth, even the powerful and the 
mighty will be held to account for, 
and explain, their acts 

Exuberance 

In yesterday's resolution, Badoy 
said “there is nothing in that *mo- 
mentum of the moment” thing that in- 
dicates bias. Perhaps ‘exuberance, 
yes. But exuberance has something to 
do more with style than with sub- 
stance. 

“And, as every individual has 
characteristics unique only to him, so 
it is with style. And, if you prefer, let 
us just say the tendency towards 'exu- 
berance’ happens to be part of my 
style. 

Badoy further noted that his deci- 
Sion to deny house arrest for the 
Estradas “was not born out of any 
bias. It was mandated by the conclu- 
sion reached after long and serious 
study.” 

Also yesterday, the Sandiganbayan 
gave Esirada’s lawyers and the Phil- 
ippine National Police three days to 
comment on a petition by Desierto to 
transfer the former President to a jail 
in Camp Crame. 

‘The third division also scrapped a 
prosecution motion asking the court 
proceedings be conducted in Filipino. 
‘The court cited a lack of stenogra- 
phers adept in Filipino and the peti- 
lioners’ failure to prove that they 
could not properly appreciate testi- 
mony delivered in English. 


uthored 


And in another resolution, the 
court gave Jinggoy Estrada the go- 
signal to schedule a cardiac examina- 
tion at the Makati Medical Center not 
later than Wednesday. In turn, his 
doctors at the Veterans Memorial 
Medical Center were onlered 10 re- 
port the test resulis 1o the court by 
Friday, 
Bomb searches 

The same security arrangements 
employed during Estrada's perjury ar- 
raignment will be employed today, 
but Sandiganbayan Sheriff Ed Urieta 
said there would be additional meas- 
tres against bomb attacks 

“We will be employing the same 
security preparations we did during 
his first arraignment.” PNP Director 
General Leandro Mendoza said. “We 
are tying to preempt possible efforts 
by some bad elements 10 take advan- 
tage of the situation.” 

‘On June 27, up wo 4,500 police- 
men were mobilized to secure 
Estrada's route from the military hos- 
pital 10 the court, to control demon- 
Sirators on the ground, and 10 guard 
Sandiganbayan’s interior. 

Mendoza told reporters police 
would also patrol around the Manila 
area today and closely guard 
Malacafang. 

Urieta said the Sandiganbayan 
premises and nearby buildings would 
be searched for planted bombs, but 
added that no immediate thresis 10 
Estrada and to the court have surfaced 
so far. 

Police expected large demonstra- 
tions during the perjury arraignment, 
but these failed vo materialize. 

Plunder primer 

‘The other accused in the plunder 
‘ease—Charlie "Atong" Ang. Yolanda 
Ricaforte, Delia Rajas, Eleuterio Tan 
and Alma Alfaro—will not be ar- 
raigned since they are al large. (See 
cartoon story on Page Al.) 

Under the law, an accused indi- 
vidual can be arraigned only in her 
presence. But she can be tried in ab- 
sentia if she jumps bail after the ar- 
raignment. 

During the arraignment, the court 
will read to the Estradas and Serapio 
the details of the plunder charges 


Bishops back workers’ call for pay hi 
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wage increase, 

ut Sio. Tomas said yesterday 
that it was not the job of the gov- 
erment to set the amount pf the 
increase. 

“That should be the subject of 
negotiations between Jabor and 
management,” the labor secretary 
said. 

Sio. Tomas said the proposal to 
raise the minimum wages should be 
tackled before the wage boards, 

Sen. Juan Flavier filed a bill last 
week seeking a P125 legislated 
wage increase, Bayan Muna Rep. 
Crispin Beltran, chair of the mili- 
tant Kilusang Mayo Uno, is set to 
file a counterpart bill in the House 
of Representatives. 

Senate President Aquilino 
Pimentel Jr. said the regional tripar- 
tite wage boards were in the “best 


position” to determine the wage in- 
crease because a legislated pay raise 
was a “tedious process.” 

Flavier has found an ally in Sen. 
Gregorio Honasan. 

Honasan appealed to the business 
community to be “humane and sen- 
sitive" to the plight of workers, who 
he said were “being pushed to hope- 
lessness due to the present economic 
crisis 

0 in relief allowance 

Expecting long debates on 
labor's demand for a P125-wage 
hike, the TUCP is asking the De- 
partment of Labor and Employment 
to onder a P50 in relief allowance to 
be given daily to workers until a 
age Increase is approved by either 

‘ongress or the regional wage 
boards. z st 

‘Alex Aguilar, TUCP spokesper- 
son, said the allowance could later 
be integrated into the wage orders 


that Congress or the regional wage 
boards may grant. 

Bayan Muna Representative- 
elect Liza Maza proposed that the 
wage increase benefit not only regu- 
lar workers but also casual or con- 
tractual employees. 

Sen. Ralph Recto, on the other 
hand is asking the government 1o 
reduce the income tax being paid b) 
workers as this would result in 
“more money retained in the pay en- 
velope of employees.” 

Recto said Ris proposal would 
not jeopardize the “financial health 
of firms.” 

Closures 

Miguel B. Varela, Ecop president 
and chair of ihe Philippine Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry, said a 
P125-wage increase could lead to 
the closure of small businesses em- 
ploying less than 20 persons. 

He noted that nine out of 10 busi- 


ai the resort, but security guards put up a 
fighe 

‘At least three people were killed in 
the attack 

Raval said the bandits wanted to use 
General Santos as jomp-of point on their 
way back to Jolo. 

He said six of Global's men had 
ready lef for Jolo and that only six, 
including Global, had been left in the 
ciy. ; 

“A hunt is ongoing for the remaining 
members of Global's group, Raval said. 
Bounty 

“The bounty for the capture of Global 
and his men comes up 1o P8 million. 

But Raval said. “higher authorities 
were sil evaluating” who would receive 
the reward. 

Magsino, ground commander of the 
joint military snd police force that went 
afier Global's group in the towns of 
Malta, Don Marcelino and Jose Abad 
Santos in Davao del Sur and in Sarangani 
province. said he merely performed his 
[ob and was not thinking about the prom- 
isel cash 

~T was more concemed about how to 
neutralize (the bandis) he said. 

“Two of Magsino's men died in the 


powers, chief of which is to direct the 
‘conduct of anti-crime operations of law 
enforcement agencies as may be or- 
dered by the President or as may be 
agreed upon by the commission. 
Reward for informants 

It has the power to investigate and 
prosecute cases involving heinous 
crimes and other cases referred to it by 
the President; to grant monetary re- 
wards to informants; and to recom- 
mend the inclusion of witnesses to the 
Witness Protection Program. 

‘The NACC is different from the 
defunct Presidential Anti-Organized 
Crime Task Force headed by Lacson 
because it has no task force of its own. 

it will use the PNP and the NBI 
and, in special circumstances. the mili- 
tary. as its implementing agencies. 

Representatives from the Chinese- 
Filipino community further make the 
NACC different from PAOCTE. 

‘The NACC was given an initial 
budget of P20 million. 


against them. 

Estrada and his co-accused alleg- 
edly plundered the nation's coffers of 
P4.2 billion within the three years that 
he was President 

They allegedly illegally acquired 
their ill-gotten wealth through kick- 
backs and commissions. 

“The prosecution has cited four in- 
stances in which Estrada allegedly 
commited plunder: 

When he allegedly accepted a 
545-million bribe from jueteng col- 
lections: 

© When he allegedly accepted 
P130 million worth of tobacco excise 
taxes 

‘© When he allegedly opened and 
kept a secret P3.!-billion bank ac- 
count under the alleged alias Jose 
Velarde 

‘© When he allegedly earned kick- 
backs after allegedly forcing the So- 
cial Security System and the Govern- 
ment Service Insurance System to in- 
vest in Belle Corporation. 

For live media coverage 

Plunder Watch, a citizens” watch- 
dog group. said it would hold a dem- 
onstration outside the Sandiganbayan 
today and also continue to press for 
live media coverage of the trial. 

Last week, Plunder Watch and the 
Bagong Alyansang Makabayan led 
cause-oriemed groups in asking the 
‘Supreme Court to reconsider a-deci- 
sion banning the live coverage. 

For its part, the Kilusang 
Magbubukid ng Pilipinas yesterday 
urged joumalisis to “assert, defend 
and uphold the people’s right to in- 
formation.” 

“We expect media men and women 
to attend Estrada's arraignment with 
their video cams, handheld radios and 
other gadgets not as an act of defi 
ance but to continue their role as her- 
alds of democracy,” KMP chair 
Rafael Mariano said in a statement 

He said the press must not allow 
any attempt to curtail the public's 
right to information, “like Estrada 
once did to the Manila Times and the 
INQUIRER during the dark days of his 
presidency.” With reports from 
Andrea Trinidad-Echavez, Delfin 
Mallari; INquinen wires 


ke 


nesses in the country were small en- 
temprises 

Varela said the wage hike would 
have limited impact on big compa; 
nies paying more than the minimam 
wage under their collective bar- 
gaining agreement with their un- 
Fons. 

He urged the government to bal- 
ance the workers. desire for higher 
wages with the needs of companies 
to Say alive during these difficult 
times. 

More than 500 small companies 
in the country have eut about 22,000 
jobs as economic growth slows, the 
labor secretary said 

‘Sio. Tomas said a total of 586 
companies “reported retrenchments 
fr closures” in the five months 10 
May, but she did nol give a break- 
down of how many firms shut down 

“These were mainly manufactur: 
ing companies with employment of 


initia operations. 

A Fort del Pilar in Baguio City, AFP 
Chief of Staff Gen. Diomedio Villanueva 
Pointed out that the military had been 
producing results despite criticisms of 

je pace of ils operations against the 
MG o N 

“(Tin bandits) are being captured and 
neutralized, in one way or another. Our 
operating elements work well. while 
it may be true that we are not going as 
fast ax the public demands,” Villanueva 
told reporters. 

~in fact. your Army and Navy are 
disregarding Comfort and face daily risk 
in their determined effort to capture the 
Abu Sayyaf bandits. Itis our gal to see 
total the Abu Saya is terminated,” 

si : 

Villanueva was guest at the turnover 
yesterday of the Philippine Miliary 
Academy command from Maj. Gen 
Manuel Carranza Jr. to Maj. Gen. Rufo 
de Veyra. 

Peace of mind 

Mayor Acharon said Global's cap- 
ture would at least give General Santos 
residents peace oi mind. 

However, he said. the public should 
constantly be on alert for possible threats 
to peace and order in the city. 

Our 500 policemen can hardly cope 
with their job of securing the 85,000 
households and more thant 5.000 busi- 
ness establishments in the city. Our peace 
efforts would only bear fruit when all 
Sectors in the community are helping 
ach other." he said. 

‘Acharon issued the appeal in the 


“wake of the still unsolved bombing in 


the city at dawn Sunday, which injured 
13 people. 

He said the police and military were 
still determining whether Global's group 
had anything to do with the bombing, 

But some witnesses told reporters 
that Global fit the description of one of 
those seen leaving the area a few min- 
utes before the explosion occurred. 

În Manila, Agence France Presse 
quoted AFP spokesperson Brig. Gen. 
Édilbeno Adan as saying that Global 


Low-profile 


(From page A1) 


tralian cameraman preserved on film 
their experience from beginning 10 

More importantly, it vividly dem- 
onstrated the leadership dynamics 
within the Sulu-based Abu Sayyaf. 

‘The video initially showed Galib 
Andang alias Commander Robot talk- 
ing with a German TV reporter. 

‘The two appeared like old friends, 
smiling and laughing, as if sharing 
jokes. They first met just a day ear- 
Tier, and even if they spoke in differ- 
eni languages—the foreigner in Eng- 
lish, Andang in English-Filipino- 
Tausug—they seemed to understand 
cach other. 

“Then one noticed some movement 
in the background, as other foreign 
journalists appeared to be walking in 
single file, apparently obeying inaudi- 
ble orders spoken by an unseen per- 

The camera panned to Robot and 
the German. Robot was holding the 
arm of the foreigner, as if holding 
him back, but the other seemed to be 
insisting that he wanted to join the 
rest 

‘The expression on Robot’s face 
tumed serious. He whispered some- 
thing to the German, but the latter 
pointed to himself and then to a direc- 
tion off-camera, obviously where his 
colleagues were. 

Then a voice was clearly he 
shouting in Tausug: “Why? Let him 
come, let him come right now. 

Andang reluctantly let go of the 
German’s arm, and, looking re- 
lieved, the journalist eagerly went 
Off to join the tail end of the line 
disappearing into the jungle. 
straight into captivity. 

The voice that Robot was con 
pelled to obey belonged to Global, 

Intellectual 

The soft-spoken Global maintained 
a low profile. 

Knowledgeable in Islam and a 
wide reader, he is the acknowledged 
“intellectual” among the Abu Sayyaf 
leaders, impressing even foreign jour- 
nalists with his articulateness and 
seeming sincerity in pursuing his 
“cause.” 

“impassioned” was how a French 
radio correspondent described Glo- 
bal’s explanation of his ideology: Only 
governance based on the Shari'ah, and 
a return to the strict moral precepts of 
Islam, would be workable for the Mus- 

His credibility among the Abu 
Sayyaf followers is apparently based 
fon the simple fact that he lived what 
he preached. He adhered to a spartan 
lifestyle and spent his days according 


les than 100, followed by retail ade, 
wholesale industries inclading the 
Femaurant industry, and service indus 
izies," Sto. Toma tola reporters 

Former Sen. Ernesto. Herrera, 
TUCP secretary zeneral, allayed fers 
that a new wage increase wouid lead 
to more layoffs 

AS a rule, distressed business es- 
tablishments are exempted from im 
mediately complying with new wage 
increases “provided they can show 
proof of their financial difficulties, 
Herrera said 

He said he expected the wage in- 
create to boos the economy. 

substantia] wage adjustment 

will allow our workers to spend a 
Tite more for their basie living Te- 
guirements It will therefore crente 
facreased demand for goods and 
services,” he said. 

"The Panido ag Manggagawang 
Pilipino (PMP), an underground 


could have been plating to stage bomb- 
ings in General Santos to divert military 
attention from Basilan island, where an- 

action is holding hos- 
tage 21 Americans and Filipinos, 

"Te police and military said they had 
tightened security around South 
Couto, including General Sanos, 
which is about four hours by speedboat 
from Basilan. Liss 

“There could be other Abu Sayyaf 
members in South Cotabato because they 
Ned the. Army offensive in Basilan 
Raval said. 

“We are now on red alert; added 
city police chief Senior Supt. Conrado 
Lasa: "We have intensified monitoring 
of suspicious people in the city.” 

No amnesty 
In Cagayan de Oro Ciy. Remedios 
Balbin, senior commissioner of the Na- 
mal Amnesty Commission, old the 
INgUIRER that Abu Sayyaf members 
volved in kidnappings for ransom were 
definitely out of the government’ am- 
nest program 

Balbin made the statement ater re- 
porters pressed her on whether Abu 
Sayyaf leader Galib Andang alias Com- 
mander Robot would be granted amnesty 
Upon his surrender. 

Robot was earlier reported o have 
sent surrender feelers to former Ilocos 
Sur Gov. Luis Singson. 

However, Balbin declined to give a 
categorical answer 10 the question of 
wheter Abu Sayyal members not ie 
‘volved in kidnappings could be pardoned, 

‘She said the confusion on vies the 
Abu Sayyaf was al about should be set- 
ted first: 

“How did they come about? Who 
created the Abu Sayyaf?" she said. 

“The Abu Sayya claims 1o be fighting 
for a separate Islamic sat, But Balbin 
poi out at ts eatin as a Kid- 
nap-for-ansom group was belying this 
‘aim. With reports from Allan A. Nawal 
and Ellen P. Red. PDI Mindanao Bu- 
Teau; Desiree Caluza, PDI Northern 
Lacon Bureau; Juliet L Javellana and 
TJ Burgonio in Manila; AFP 


to a rigid program of prayers, reflec- 
tion and reading. aii 

Juis said that among the known 
‘Abu Sayyaf leaders, he is the only one 
who completed a college education, 
earning a degree in criminology from 
the Zamboanga A.E. Colleges. 

inthe TV footage of the press con- 
ference yesterday during which the 
military presented Global 0 the me- 
dia, a close-up showed a round sear on 
his left hand, the stamp of membership 
inthe Beta Sigma fraternity at the Uni- 
versity of the Philippines. 

Among his “brods” are former 
Flagship Projects Secretary Robert 
‘Aventajado and retired Gen, Guillermo 
Ruiz, both of whom figured promi- 
rently in the negotiations for the re- 
lease of the Sipadan hostages 

Daring that_months-long. hostage 
crisis, Global and fellow Indanan na- 
tive Abu Pula Jumdail fortified them- 
selves in Samak in Talipao, near 
Bandang. Robot's territory. 

Bul it was Robot or his emissaries 
who made the wips to Samak. and not 
the other way around, for no major 
decision was made without Global's 

"Abu Sayyaf followers related that 
whenever the leaders discussed certain 
issues, Global would sit quietly listen- 
ing, and usually spoke only after eve- 
ryone had exhausted his point. 

‘When he did speak up, everyone 
listened, and almost always agreed 
with him. 

Tt was Global who composed those 
statements to the media and letters 10 
the negotiators, which were usually 
hand-wriuen in a neat old-fashioned 
script. 

The language was elegant, some- 
times stilted, but always revealing an 
educated wrier. 

Unrecognizable 

In yesterday's TV footage, Global 
was almost unrecognizable as he stood 
behind the row of ranking military of- 
ficers 

He was handcuffed, bareheaded 
and wearing a striped polo shirt 

‘AS strange asthe handeutfs was 
the aitire, Global's usual garb being 
the Arabian juba, a long-sleeved shirt 
and an Afghan rebels cap. Only the 
Sparse goatee remained 

‘One wondered why he did not be- 
come a police officer instead, given 
his qualifications. Or maybe a focal 
political leader, so he could help bring 
About the social reforms he envi- 
Sioned. 

T such questions about Global and 
other potential Muslim leaders can be 
answered, then perhaps we can begin 
to Tind answers to why the Abu Sayyaf 
Camie to be, and why it continues 10 
exist. 


revolutiénary workers group, dis- 
missed the specter of layoffs and 
closures raised by capitalists as 
“usual black propaganda” against a 


g 
Consider revolution 

In a statement, Patricio Ramirez, 
nom de guerre of the PMP spokes- 
person, called on the workers to con- 
sider revolution if the government 
could not grant a wage increase. 

For its part, the Bukluran ng 
Mangagawang’ Pilipino (BMP) 
called on workers to transcend their 
political differences and stage an 
Edsa IV 10 gain concessions from 
the administration. 

“The BMP is willing to support the 
P125-wage demand by the KMU if 
they can solicit the endorsement of the 
TUCP for it." Victor Briz said. With 
reports from Christine Avendaño i 
Manila and Delfin T. Mallari Jr., PDI 
Southern Luzon Bureau 


i 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRE! 


SS tues ay, JULY 10, 2007 As] 


Armstrong 49th in first stage 

BOULOGNE SUR MER, France—Strong winds and gray skies are not what you 
expect in France in July. So Lance Armstrong huddled close to Ris fellow riders in 
Yesterday's first stage of the 2001 Tour de Franco, and finished in 49th place. The 
two-time champion was somewhere in tho middie of the pack when it sprinted to 


the finish line in this northeastern port city. Erik Zabel won the dash. 
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SPORTS ONTV 
GOLF: PGA Advil Westem Open, Second Round at 8 a.m. (r) on Star Sports 


This is the PGA Tour at 
TENNIS Wimbledon Day 


pm. on Star Sports 
ESPN 


Compiuen ay Lorenzo Mancuiar 


1:30 pm. on Star Sports 
13- Highlights at 12 noon (r) on Star Sports 


BASKETBALL: 2001 ABC Champions Cup, Preliminary Round al p.m. and 2:30 
CYCLING: 2001 Tour De France Highlights Stage #2 at 1:30 p.m. (r-7:30 p.m, on 


EMPTY BOAST 


No GMA for ralliers at Palace 


Jian third seed Pat Rafter 6-3, 3- 
3,2-6, 9-7. 
‘The 29-year-old, 


seasons after a mis- 
erable run of injury and loss 
of form, not only celebrated his 
first Grand Slam title at the 
48th attempt but also vaulted 
back into the world top ten 
with his 22nd career title. 
Just as importantly he 

snapped a dreadful run of 
bad luck here, having previ- 


in 1992, 1994 and 1998, 


‘up half that sum. 


“T love Wimbledon,” she said. 


come.” 


ing his bid to become the first En- 
glishman to play in the Wimbledon 
final since 1938, Disappointed 
Britons were left to applaud Wil- 
liams, who was abit subdued her- 
self in victory. 

‘When Wiliams won her first 
Grand Slam title at Wimbledon 
last year, she leaped giddily across 
the grass. This time she staged a 
‘more restrained celebration, befit- 


Ivanisevic makes Wimby history; 
Williams pockets 2nd straight title 


LONDON— Goran Ivanisevic wrote a new 
page of Wimbledon history on Monday by 
Becoming the first wildcard ever to lift a. 
Grand Slam singles title, beating Austra- 


peel who s 
had virually dia 

pened Eo ee “J 
Serie pea toe z 


‘ously lost three finals at the All England Ciub 


Ivanisevic, from Split, pocketed 500,000 
pounds ($750,000) for his win with Rafter, 
Josing his second successive final, picking 


The only man to lose four men’s 
‘Wimbledon finals without taking the crown 
was Australian Ken Rosewall - and 
Ivanisevic was determined not to join him. 

His win made him only the second } 
Croatian to win a Slam title following Iva 
Majoli at the 1997 women’s French Open. 

Meanwhile, Venus Williams won ber sec- 
‘ond consecutive Wimbledon title Sunday by 
beating Belgian Justine Henin 6-1, 3-6, 6-0. 

Crushing her serves and charging the net 
at every opportunity, Williams overpow- 
ered a smaller, less experienced foe and 
showed she’s back at the top of her game 
after slumping the first half of this year. 

's g0- 

ing to be a great place for me for years to 


Both finals were delayed one day by rain. 
Pat Rafter will play for the men’s title Mon- 
day against Goran Ivanisevie, who advanced 
Sunday by beating Englishman Tim Henman 
7-5, 6-7 (6), 0-6, 7-6 (5), 6-3 in a match that 
took three hours spread over three days. 
Henman lost in the semifinals for 
the third time in four years, again end- 


WILLIAMS: Overpowering. 


ting a player who has become accustomed to 
championships. r 
“couldn't leap because it was raining a little 
bit, and I didn't want to fall,” she 
joked to the crowd during the tro- 
phy ceremony. 
A few drops of rain fell as the 
final game began, and Williams 
rushed to close out the win. On 
the first match point she 
‘smoked a service return that 
jammed Henin, who could 
only dribble a backhand to 
the net. 

A smiling Williams 
waved and swung her fists 
at the crowd, then hopped 

happily beside her 
changeover chair. She's familiar with 
the routine: Since July 2000, Williams has 
won three major singles titles and two Olym- 
pic goid medals. 

For the latest triumph, Williams received 

$ 647,500. Henin earned $ 323,750. 
Williams said the one-day wait because of 
rain didn't bother her, but her father and coach, 

Richard, suggested otherwise. 

‘After six months of mostly disappointing re- 
sults, she has reason to smile. 

In January, Williams endured the most lopsided 
Joss of her career, 6-1, 6-1 to Martina Hingis in the 
‘Australian Open quarterfinals. Then she was up- 
‘set last month by Barbara Schett in the opening 
round at the French Open. 

But Wimbledon rejuvenated her game, just like 
‘a year ago, when the tournament marked her start 
ofa 35-match winning streak. AP, AFP 


Adaza gains finals 


CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY—Patricia Adzza of 
Mati, Davao Oriental, overcame another damp day 
in dumping Anafil Salomon, 8-2, before beating Irene 
Serito, 8-6, to barge into the final of two divisions 
in the Adidas Tennis Challenge 2001 here Sunday 
at the Nazareth Tennis Club. 

‘Adaza meets Jasper Cabisong, who edged Noela 
Pacana, 8-7, for the girls’ 16-underclass jewel; be- 
fore tangling anew with Serito, an 8-6 victor past 
Pacana for the girls’ 14-under division title. Ed 
‘Angelo Diez of Davao arranged a showdown with 
Duma Ele Boloto of Marawi, who tripped James 
Pang, 8-6, in the boys’ 14-under bracket then guns 
for a double against Alexis La Paz, an 8-3 winner 
over Raff Laput, in the boys’ 16-under category. 

Other finalists include Francis Casey Alcantara 
against El Santo Santos in the unisex 10-under event 
and with Marvin Serito in the boys’ 12-under class; 
Jaylene Tan with Cabisong in the junior women's 
‘21-under group; and Andy Autentico tangling with 
Ricardo Solon in the junior men's 21-under divi- 
sion. 


Toyota Cup resumes 
July 15 in Batangas 


OVERALL standings after four 
rounds: 

1, _E. Pastor (ShelL-Team TEC) 
67 points; 2. R: Hermoso (Standard in- 
surance-KACE) 56; 3. K. Arambulo (Kart 
1) 38; 4, J. Retuya (Sheil) 25:5. E. Carpio 
(Shel) 24; 6. C. Anon (Shel) 19: 7-8 M. 
Sy (Kart 1), J. Garcia (Kart 1) 18; 9. J. 
Tuason (Standard Insurance-KAGE} 
14; 10. M. Borja (Shel 7. 


THE SEETHING rivalry between Enzo 
Pastor of Shell-Team TEC and Roland 
Hermoso of Standard Insurance-KACE 
Electronics in the Formula Toyota Cup 
resumes on July 15 at the Batangas Rac- 
ing Circuit in Rosario, Batangas. 
Pastor, who swept the second leg in 
Subic on June 17, and Hermoso, who 
dominated the first leg in Batangas on 
April 29, will return to the starting grid 
as the prohibitive favorites in the an- 
nual series organized by the Batangas 
Racing Circuit Association (BRCA) and 
sponsored by Shell, Kilton Motors, 
Marlboro, Norkis Yamaha, Casino Fili- 
pino, CGU Insurance, Liumar, Phil. 
Internet Directory and MOF Company. 
Pastor's impressive showing in the 
sain-interrupted third and fourth rounds 


held in Subic enabled him to overtake 
Hermoso in the 10-man Formula Toyota 
field, 

But Hermoso, who drew first blood 
with a sweep of the first two rounds, is 
expected to bounce back with his famil- 
{arity of the 2.89 kilometer Batangas cir- 
cuit, 

‘Overall, Pastor has a four-round ag- 
gregate of 67 points against Hermoso's 
56 points. 

AA far third in the overall standings is 
Kirk Arambulo of Kart 1 with 39 points, 
followed by Joel Retuya of Shell with 
25 points and Elson Carpio of Shell with 
24 points 

‘The rest of the participants-Carlos 
Anton of Shell, Manuel Sy of Kart 1, 
Jess Garcia of Kart 1, J.P. Tuason of 
‘Standard Insurance-KACE and Mandy 
Borja of Shell-are too far behind in the 
overall standings to pose a threat to the 
top five drivers. 

The Formula Toyota Cup will be 
held simultaneously with the Asian For- 
‘mula 3 Challenge and the National Su- 
per Bike Championships. 

For details, call Nelson Magsino at 
tel. 817-2469. 


Spring Oil stuns Wang’s 


SPRING Cooking Oil stunned Wang's 
Ball Club, 100-85, and Konica (Nueva) 
crushed Philippine Army, 100-74, last 
Saturday at the start of the NBC-3rd 
Danny Espiritu Cup basketball tourna 
‘ment at the Makati Coliseum. 

Mar Reyes, Alan de Castro and Jun 
Dural sparkled as national shooter 
Nathaniel "Tac" Padilla's tireless Spring 
cagers outplayed Wang’s in the last two 
quarters. 

‘Action resumes today at the Makati 
Coliseum, with Spring and Konica dis- 
puting early leadership at 3 p.m. and 
Hub Café debuting against Army at 4:30. 

Tho scores: 

FIRST GAME 
KONICA "(100)—Roveohs 20, 


Nobleza 16, Bamzon 14, Necesito 12, 
Rlcafuente 9, Lim 7, Epil 6, Mopera 5, 
Lomboy E, Lopez 2. Dayrt 2, Lana 2 
aY (74)—Ballazar 27, Castillo 

10, Venzon 10 Montemayor & Jabar 7, 
[agan 6, Bongsu 2, Malant 2 Lagundi 

ullerrez 0, Dau 0, Gonzales 

Halftime: 41-29 

‘SECOND GAME 

SPRING (100)—Royes 19, De 
Castro 17, Pacheco 12, Dural 11, 
Buendia 8, Lapena 7, Chuat 6, Ascutia 
6, garcia 4, Nabung 4, Cuevas 4, 
Martinez 2, Simpas 0, Olino 0, Argente 
o 


WANG'S (85)—Valeriano 21, David 
16, Orllosa 13, Castaneda 7, Ferma 6, 
Garcia 6, Tropa 6, Pile §, yu 4, Jimenez 
2, Baluyot 0, Austria 0 

Hatfime: 54-50 


PORTSW) 
Hoch beats Love 


LEMONT, Illinois—Scott Hoch made a 45-centime- 
ter (1.5-foot) putt on the 18th yesterday to win the 
Western Open by one stroke, setting a tournament 
record with a 21-under 267 total. He finished with an 
8-under 64. Davis Love Il, who led for most of the 
day, made a costly mistake on the 18th tee, launching 
his drive so far left it almost hit the corporate tents. 
Love recovered, reaching the green in three shots, but 
his 3.6-meter (12-foot) putt for par lost speed as it 
reached the hole and slid by on the left side. That left 
it all for Hoch, who cooly sank the putt for his second 
victory of the season. He won $ 648,000 with the 
victory, giving him $ 2,504,686 for the season. Tiger 
Woods was never a factor, shooting a 71 that left him 
13 strokes back in a tie for 20th. AP 


Pak wins Farr anew 


SYLVANIA, Ohio —Se Ri Pak pulled away from 
Maria Hjorth with birdies on the last two holes yes- 
terday to win the Jamie Farr Kroger Classic for the 
third time in four years. Pak finished at 15-under 269, 
closing with a 3-under 68 after rounds of 70, 62 and 
69. She earned $150,000. In her 16 competitive rounds 
at Highland Meadows Golf Course _ which for obvi- 
‘ous reasons she calls her favorite layout in the world _ 

Pak is 54-under par. In addition to winning in 1998 
and 1999, she was third a year ago _ a shot out of the 
playoff between eventual winner Annika Sorenstam 
and Rachel Teske. AP 


Alcott hospitalized 


SYLVANIA, Ohio — Hall of Famer Amy Alcott was 
hospitalized after experiencing chest pains prior to the 
final round of the Jamie Farr Kroger Classic. Alcott 
was listed in fair condition yesterday at Flower Hos- 
pital, said hospital spokeswoman Colleen Grubb. 
Alcott has won 29 LPGA tournaments, including five 
majors, in her 27-year career, “She's feeling much bet- 
tes.” Grubb said. Grubb said Alcott requested that 
hospital officials not disclose information about her 
symptoms and diagnosis. AP 


US routs World, 5-1 


‘SEATTLE —Toby Hall ofthe Tampa Bay Devil Rays 
‘organization homered and scored two runs to lead the 
United States to a 5-1 win over the World team in the 
All-Star Futures game. “It's a great feeling,” Hall said 
yesterday. “You have those jitters when you come 
imo a major league ballpark. Everyone should have 
that feeling. This is what I want to do with my life.” 
‘Adam Dunn and Chase Utley also homered for Gaylord 
Perry's U.S. team. 


| BY JUNE NAVARRO 


THE RALLY staged yesterday by a sprinkling of 
Athletes, coaches and sports leaders failed to get 
an audience with President Gloria Macapagal- 
Arroyoat the Malacañang Palace. 

‘Assembling at Mendiola Bridge, the ralliers, whose 
Jeaders told media the day before that they were sched- 

ied to meet with the President yesterday, were met 
instead by Deputy Executive Secretary Waldo Flores. 

The rallies carried placards asking Cito Dayrit, 
president of the Philippine Olympic Commitee, to 
resign. They also wanted Butch Tuason, chair of the 
Philippine Sports Commission fired by the President 

Many of the ralliers were basketball players be- 
longing to the faction of Tiny Literal, the “other” presi- 
ent of the Basketball Association of the Philippines 
(the other BAP head being Lito Puyat). 

But Flores told them that a change of leadership at 
this time would drastically affect the training of the 
athletes bound for the Southeast Asian Games in Kuala 
Lumpur in September, 


Flores told the ralliers to “wait after the Kuala 
Lumpur SEA Games.” 

te will review everything after the SEA Games,” 
Flores was quoted as telling the ralliers' leaders, who 
‘were ushered into the Palace. 

Among those who spearheaded the rally were 
‘weightlifting’s Jaime Sebastian, basketball's Graham 
Lim, former PSC commissioner Tisha Abundo and 
former POC presidents Julian Malonso and Cristy 
Ramos. Fr. Robert Reyes was also with the group. 

Tuason said the PSC has already prioritized the 
needs of the athletes and coaches starting in March 
(See separate tory). 

Flores also took notice of the protesters’ diversi- 
fied clamors on the PSC leadership, pointing out that 
they should have a common stand before asking for 
Malacafiang's help. 

Reyes, the “running priest” not connected with 
any sports association, said he was concemed about 
the replacement of holdovers in the PSC. He called 
Tuason, Dayrit and IOC representative to the Phil- 
ippines Frank Elizalde as “trapos” (traditional poli- 
ticians). 


PSC tends to athletes needs 


AS early as March of this year, the PSC has already 
addressed the needs of the athletes and holds monthly 
consultation meetings and fellowships with them to 
further strengthen our relationship and open commu- 
nication lines. 

‘We have also established mechanisms to prioritize, 
sustain, and immediately provide for the athletes needs. 

We have purchased training and competition equip- 


ment and uniforms for athletes bound for the forth- 
‘coming Southeast Asian Games, while the joint POC- 
PSC SEAG Task Force has been meeting regularly 
with the different NSAs to tackle other requirements 
of athletes preparing for said SEAG, 

‘The PSC is resolved in giving full priority to the 
welfare of athletes and coaches in spite of an economic 


Alvarez MBA Hardcourt Hero 


HE was acquired to provide spirit and lead- 
ership for the Socsargen Marlins and Paul 
“Bong” Alvarez is doing just that in the 
ongoing MBA 4th Season. 

‘After losing their first six games, Alvarez 
promised that in their next game against the 
Davao Eagles, he will do something the 
Marlins management and the coaching staff 
can be proud of. 

True to his word, the 33-year-old vet- 
eran, known as Mr. Excitement in Philip- 
pine basketball, led the Marlins in shooting, 
down the Eagles, 101-85,with 32 points,7 rebounds, 7 
assists and 4 steals. 

In their next game against the defending champion 
Andok's San Juan Knights, he took the back seat and 
let Cris Bade and Aldrich Reyes shine. But Alvarez 
‘was there to provide the intangibles. 


ALVAREZ 


He only finished with 15 points fol- 
lowing Bade and Reyes, who had 25 and 
20 points, respectively, but dished out 7 
assists and made 5 crucial steals to help 
the Marlins upset the Knights, 108-97. 

His superb performance made 
Alvarez the MBA Press Corps choice 
for the Hardcourt Hero of the Week from 
July 1 t0 6, 

‘Alvarez's rivals were John Ferriols of 
the Negros Slashers and Jeffrey Flowers 
ofthe Laguna Lakers, who got 1 vote each. 

Other nominees were Jonathan Serrano of the LBC 
Batangas Blades, Cris Clay ofthe Laguna Lakers, Dino 
‘Aldequer of the Negros Slashers, Bade and Reyes, 

“He treats every game as a championship game. 
He inspires his teammates with his all-out game,” said 
Marlins coach Boyzie Zamar. 


SE ST E E TE a E > 


THE BRIGHTEST, CLEAREST, 
LONGEST-LASTING SHINE EVER! 


(EVEN BRAND-NEW CARS GET SHINIER! SEE IT TO BELIEVE IT!) 


Now you can make your car truly stand- 
out from the pack! With an even shinier 
gloss than when it was showroom new! 


‘And with better protection against more 
eventual paint aging damage due to UV 
oxidation, sun fading, acid-rain, pitmarks, 
water spotting, bird-droppings, soaps & 
detergents. Even from gasoline stains! 


Diamond Gloss™ is not a wax or a 
silicon polish, but uses a new 
aerospace polymeric resin material. 
With both good adhesion and when 
cured, good anti-adhesion properties. It 
adheres and stays longer on your paint, 
but dit, dust & grime slides-off faster 
‘Making the car easier to wash & cleani 


Your car's original “clear coat” finish — 
whether stil brand-new, or "not-so-brand- 
new anymore” or already aged" 
acquires an even deeper, brighter shine 
Plus a hard, new smoother shiek 
Reflections get sharper, clearer! 


Regardless of its age, now you can 
keep your precious car gleaming. 
Like a brand new diamond. 


etme transferable guarantee on now or detectives paint finish. Subject to inspection and lil 
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‘= Cinema Club 


presents 


Join Now And You Could Get Two Exclusive Premiere Tickets -- Free. 


Get reel with Smart's most exciting group yet: The Smart Cinema Club, Sign up from July 8 to 17, 2001 and you could be among the 300 registrants to watch the Jurassic Park Il premiere on july 22, 2001. What's more, Smart Cinema Club 
members will be able to enjoy exclusive logos, graphics, and games as well as other chances to watch future showings ofthe hottest upcoming movies. So join now, and experience the lights, camera, action of this amazing club today. 
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POVL TEXTE JPPOSTER FTERA JPOVALL 
(Pease Message) (Open Log) (eure Messes) (Pasar Mess) (Oper Logs) 
eS a amao 
Tøjoin the Smarë Cinema Cub, yin JOIN. OPERATOR LOGOS": PICTURE MESSAGES": 
CINEMA and send to 239. You wi receive To get the ist of keywords, key in LOGO JP = To geta iet of keywords key in PIC JP 
instruction for the nexe registradon steps and send to 239. tod send o D3. 
: i To downloada logo, keyin LOGO <keyword> To download a picture message, key in 
N A” To nye friends to join, kay in INVITE <your and send to 239. keyrords and send o 233 
ni friends’ numbers> and send to 239. You can 
Invite up to 3 friends at one time. (GROUP GRAPHICS: JURASSIC PARK II! GAME: 
` To get the ist of keywords, keyin GRAPHIC To piy the JP3 ame key in 
To receive morsinformaton on fret JP nd send 259 PLAY jP ah sted to, 
commands, key in HELP «commands To downiosd a group graphic key in 
nd send to 238, $ GRAPHIC <Adywere tnd send 0739. alibio on sacred Nolia nds ol. 


P 
Mern, | From Juby 8-17, 200, all Smare Gold and Buddy subscribers 3. Wars can cisim their prize at DDB Pilk IOIF Lagaspi Suites, 
Batewoy registered with the Smart Cinema Club are eligible to win free Saleedo Se. Legaspi Vilage, Makati City starting july 18, 2001 


premiere tickets to Jurassic Park il zo be shown on July 22,2001. Or at the Smart Ciema Club Booth at the Robinsons 
23, Draw date wil be on July 18, 2001. Winners wil be notified by Galleria Cinema on July 22,2001 i$ Gi 


‘This service is available through text message and a call to their registered mobile number. 4.Prome is for the Greater Metro Manila area only 


See fyers for details. 


‘All cox messages wil be charged P250 each. Logs, graphies, and picture messager are P12.00 each, 
For more inf cal your Sart Customer Care Fedme st B88- 1 1 or "268 your clone 
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Memorial park killer’s death 
sentence reduced to 14 years 


By Caruy C. YAMSUAN 


'THESUPREME Court yesterday down- 
graded from death to a maximum of 14 
years imprisonment the punishment 


imposed on aman who shot dead a preg- 
nant woman at the Loyola Memorial Park 
in Marikina on Oct. 31, 1998. 

The Supreme Court noted that the 
shooting by Inocencio Gonzalez Jr. was 


accidental and devoid of treachery as 
prosecutors insisted, and ruled that it was 
homicide and not murder. 
Following an automatic review of the 
decision of the Marikina Regional Trial 


Court which sentenced Gonzalez to death, Su- 
preme Court justices voted 11-4 to give him a 
lighter punishment, pointing out that Gonzalez 
was provoked into using his gun, 

‘Those who dissented with the downgrading 
of the penalty were Associate Justices Reynato 
Puno, Santiago Kapunan, Artemio Panganiban 
and Bernardo Pardo. 

‘The Marikina RTC earlier ruled that Gonzalez 
should die by lethal injection for killing Feliber 
Andres, a registered nurse who was eight months 
pregnant with her second child 

Gonzalez was also found guilty of two counts 
of frustrated murder for wounding Andres’ son 


Gay cadets join 
drive vs ROTC 


By JEROME ANING 


A GROUP of gay students yesterday joined about 
100 militant college students who staged another 
rally in Manila’s university belt to demand that 
the Reservist Officers Training Corps. (ROTC) 

program be made optional. 
‘The Society for Homosexual Emergence (SHE) 
claimed that homosexual cadets have suffered dis- 
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Go EPS shopping and 
make tuition time 
..worry-free! 
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Go back-to-school shopping with 


your Express Teller’s EPS 
from April 30 to July 15, 2001, and 
you may get-your child's one-year 


: tuition fee fully-paid 
| up to P100,000! 
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your shopping money 
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_ Barangay 
‘officials 

-ys Malonzo 
“appointment 


„By CHRISTIAN V. ESGUERRA 


[UNDREDS of barangay officials yes- 
ay burned their ID cards to protest 
gains what they called the “spurious” 


"appointment of Reynaldo Malonzo as 
OIC mayor of Calobean City. 

‘About 1,500 residents joined them 

sin staging simultaneous rallies at the main 

and north city halls in Caloocan and at 

i ifacio to 


‘the monument of Andres Be 
‘urge President Macapaga 
“withdraw Malonzo's appointment. 

Ronnie Valencia, chair of Barangay 
+25, said Malonzo should not have:been 
+ named OIC because of his alleged “sins” 

to the city since he became mayor in 
995, R 
"t's obvious that he was appointed 
because of his connections with Gloria,” 
“Valencia said in Filipino, "But the Presi 
* dent should have considered what kind 
-of mayor Malonzo was.” 

President Macapagal was said to have 
granted Malonzo’s request to appoint 
“winning” candidates in the city as O1Cs 
since the Commission on Elections has 
Yet to decide on a petition to declare an 
election failure. The petition was filed by 
Rep. Luis “Buby” Asistio and his older 
brother Macario “Boy” Asistio Jr. 

Vangie Torcuado, 43, of the Samahan 
ng _ Malayang Kababaihang 
Pangkabuhayan, said the President 
should “hear the voice of Caloocan and 
‘withdraw Malonzo’s appointment.” 

But Malonzo's supporter and vet- 
eran street parliamentarian Nathanael 
Santiago belittled yesterday's mass ac- 
tion, He said the Asistios could not urge 
the critical mass to rally behind their 
petition. = 

Santiago, secretary general of the 
party-list group Bayan Muna, ran for 
councilor under Malonzo's ticket on 
May 14. He was among the OICs Ms 
Macapagal appointed, 

Malonzo asked the protesters to rally 
instead in front of the Comelec office 
and urge the commission to immediately 
proclaim the official winners, 

“Those who are staging rallies are noth- 
ing but losers," Malonzo told the Inqoirer 
in a phone interview. "Ef they could show 
at least one proof that the Asistios won, 
T immediately step down. "Nobody else 
deserves to be appointed OIC mayor than 
the one who won. I won.” 

Asistio supporters yesterday kicked 
off a series of mass actions against 
Malonzo with simultaneous rallies in 
key parts of Caloocan. As early as 8 
a.m., Asistio supporters went to the city 
plaza and chanted "Rey Malonzo, 
mandaraya (cheat)” to the tune of 
“Glory, Glory Hallelujah.” 

Barangay officials bumed their ID 
cards while others bumed sticks of in- 
cense to “exorcise the evil that has be- 
fallen Caloocan.’ 


MON Tulfo submitted his “On 
Target” column late. It will be 
back on Thursday. 


Kidnapped trader, employee rescued 


By MICHAEL Lim UBAC 


‘THE NATIONAL Bureau of Inves- 
tigation nailed a suspected kidnap- 
per and rescued two of his victims— 
a Chinese businessman and his 
sales agent—in an operation over 
the weekend, 

NBI Director Reynaldo Wycoco 
said suspect Joel D. Dungo, 25, of 
San Nicolas comer Yakal Streets, 
‘Tondo, Manila, was the mastermind 
behind the abduction of Elmer Uy 
Chan, a dealer of semi-conductor 
spare parts in Manila, and his sales 
agent Rolando Estrella. 

Wycoco said his men are still 
hunting down Dungo’s alleged co- 


eRe a, 


horts identified only as Bobong 
Dagdag, Junior Santos, Boy Negro 
and Nii 
Wycoco and Justice Secretary 
Hernando Perez yesterday pre- 
sented Dungo to reporters. 
Wycoco said his men rescued 
Chan and Estrella on Saturday. 
Lawyer Samuel Ong, newly ap- 
pointed deputy director of the 
NBI Intelligence Services, told 
reporters that the two men were 
abducted on July 3 after Chan 
took his daughter to school. 
‘Ong said Chan agreed to meet with 
Dungo at noon at the corner of 
Quiricada and Yakal streets in Sta. 
(Cruz, Manila. Dungo was also one of 


Chan's sales agents. 
When Chan and Estrella ar- 
rived, the businessman invited 
Dungo to join him in his car, but 
Dungo allegedly refused. 

“Instead, (Dungo) asked Estrella 
to buy something from a corner 
store,” Ong said. “As Estrella alighted 
from the car, Dungo and three men 
‘who introduced themselves as po- 
licemen boarded Chan's car.” 

‘Ong said Dungo then took over 
the wheel and took Chan and 
Estrella to an undisclosed place. 

‘Chan's wife Elizabeth said she re- 
ceived a call from her husband about 
4 p.m. the same day. She said Chan 
confirmed to her that he and Estrelia 


ROTC cadets from UST rejoiced after walking out of formation on campus three Sundays ago. 


had been abducted, and told her that 
the abductors were demanding P10 
ion in ransom for their release. 

“She was instructed to deposit 
an initial amount of P100,000 at 
Citibank and was threatened that the 
men would be killed if she failed,” 
Ong said. “This prompted her to re- 
port the matter to the NBI.” 

The following day, the kidnap- 
pers again ordered Elizabeth to de- 
posit P200,000 in the Citibank ac- 
count, 

The kidnappers reportedly with- 
drew P100,000 from the account. Un- 
known to them, NBI agents were al- 
ready on their trail. 

Ong said a witness saw Chan and 
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Japanese man’s death drug-related, say cops 


By ALCUIN PAPA 


POLICE yesterday said the death of a 
Japanese in a Pasay City motel room on. 
Friday might have something to do with 
drugs. 

Pasay City police said they found 
drug paraphernalia in the motel room 
where Araki Yohei, 25, was found dead 
of apparent suicide Friday night. 

‘Yohei, of Kokushinu, Japan, checked 
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‘Some people brought to Jesus a man who was dumb because he was 
possessed by a demon. When the demon was driven out, the dumb man 
began to speak. The crowds were astonished and said, "Nothing like this has 
ever been seen in Israel.” (But the Pharisees said, “He drives away demons 
with the help of the prince of demons.”) 

Jesus went around all the towns and villages, teaching in their syna- 
Bogues and proclaiming the good news of the Kingdom, and he cured every 
Sickness and disease. When he saw the crowds he was moved with pity, for 
they were harassed and helpless like sheep without a shepherd, Then he said 
to his disciples, "The harvest is abundant but the workers are only few. Ask 
the master of the harvest to send workers to gather his harvest.” 

‘Commentary: 

With today's reading we arrive at the end of the two chapters that pic- 
tured Jesus as the new Moses leading the people to the new era of the 
‘Powerful presence of God with his people. In Jesus God has set his people 
‘free from the power of the devil, symbolized by the healing of the demoniac. 
‘Israel, set free from the power of evil, is again able to speak. Although a 
response of sheer joy would have been expected, the actual reaction is mixed. 
‘| The common people are ecstatic with joy while the leaders are unable 10 
believe in the outpouring of God's grace, leaving the people effectively with- 
out adequate leadership in the new situation. The section ends with an invi- 


J, Father in heaven, we often fail to recognize the wonder of your goodness 
+ at work in our ives. Teach us the virtue of gratitude. 
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CRIMINALLAW (AGGRAVATING CIRCUMSTANCES)—Taking ad- 
f vantage of superior strength—Taking advantage of superior strength, 
alleged as generic aggravating circumstance, cannot be appreciated in the 
* present case since the prosecution was not able to prove that the accused 
purposely used excessive force in the commission of the crime. The aggra- 
vating circumstance of abuse of superior strength depends on the age, size 
and strength of the parties. It is considered whenever there is a notorious 
inequality of forces between the victim and the aggressor, assessing a supe- 
+ riorty of strength notoriously advantageous for the aggressor which is se- 
„lected or taken advantage of by him in the commis 
Joay be conceded that the three accused outnumbered the victim who was 
|n: unarmed, it must be pointed out that numerical superiority does not always 
mean abuse of superiority. Under the facts of the case, the two accused 
attacked the victim alternately, that is, one after the other. There was no 
notorious inequality of force shown to have been employed in the killing. In 
other words, the three accused did not secure advantage of their combined 
‘strength to perpetrate the crime with impunity. Indeed, when the attack was 
imade on the victim alternately, there is no abuse of superior strength [Cita- 
"lons omitted Justice Quisumbing, Second Division, People v. Baltar, J, 
‘GR. No. 125306, December 1}, 2000], 


jon of the crime. While it 
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into room 55 of the Vinta Lodge at the 
comer of A. Luna and Villareal streets 
in Pasay City that afternoon with a 
Filipina companion identified as 
Unelona Oriendo, of 3710 Bautista 
‘Street, Pelarcon, Makati City. 

“We found aluminum foils with 
traces of shabu in the room,” said Chief 
Insp. Reynaldo Baral, head of the Pasay 
City Police Criminal Investigation Di- 
vision. “It is likely the two took shabu 


just before the man hanged himself.” 

Baral said they also found deep lac- 
erations on Oriendo's neck. This led 
police to believe that the woman might 
have also tried to hang herself or that 
Yohei tried to strangle her as a result of 
a drug-induced high. 

Baral said Oriendo might have 
passed out and, when Yohei saw the 
unconscious girl, he could have mis- 
taken her for dead, which was why he 


took his own life, 

But investigators led by PO3 Mike 
Manalang could not be certain of this 
theory because they have not yet inter- 
viewed Oriendo, who is still in a state of 
shock after she was found with the dead 
Japanese on Friday. 

Doctors at the Pasay City General 
Hospital where Oriendo is confined told 
police the woman might not regain her 
senses. 


Makati restaurant robbed 


FOUR armed men robbed a popular 
Japanese restaurant in Makati City 
shortly before noon yesterday and fled 
with at least P90,000 in cash and jew- 
eiry. Nobody was reported hurt. 

“The heist was carried out a month af- 
ter four men robbed two Chinese restau- 
rants on Banawe Street in Quezon City. 


Police said the robbers hit the Rai Ken 
Restaurant along Kamagong Street st 11:30 
am. While the restaurant's delivery van 
was unloading supplies atthe back of the 
restaurant, the four men came and went 
straight to the manager's office. 

‘SPO4 June Asinas, Makati City 
police theft and robbery section in- 


sator, said two of the men an- 
nounced the robbery while the two 
others acted as lookouts. 

Asinas said the men took the 
restaurant's earnings of P70,000 as well 
as the cellular phones and other per- 
sonal effects of the employees. 

‘Nelson F. Flores 


Man jumps off LRT Sta. Cruz station 


AN unidentified man jumped offa Light 
Rail Transit station in Sta. Cruz, Ma- 
nila yesterday moring and is now in 
critical condition at the intensive care 
unit of the Jose Reyes Memorial Medi- 
cal Center. 

The man was described as 20 1025 
years old, about S-foot-5, medium-built 


and clad in a blue shirt and denim shorts. 
SPO4 Herminio Saquillan of West- 
em Police District Station 3 said the man 
jumped off the second-level staircase of 
the Baclaran-bound portion of the LRT- 
Doroteo Jose Station about 8:30 p.m. 
‘Witnesses told police they saw the 
‘man wandering aimlessly in the station 


and were shocked when he suddenly 
jumped off the staircase. 

SPO4 Saquillan said no one at the 
station knew the man and police did not 
find any form of identification on him. 

Investigators said it could have been 
a suicide attempt or the result of drug 
abuse. Jerome Aning 


Estrella talking to Dungo just before 
the kidnapping. When Ong invited 
Dungo to the NBI for questioning, 
the suspect was said to have admit- 
ted his participation in the kidnap- 
ping. 

Tt was Dungo who led agents to 
the kidnappers’ lair in Barangay 
Tulaok in San Simon, Pampanga on 
Saturday. That hideout is owned by 
suspect Junior Santos, the NBI said. 

But before the NBI could enter 
the hideout, the kidnappers fled, 
leaving the victims behind. 

‘The NBI has charged Dungo with 
kidnapping and violation of the anti- 
carnap law before the Manila city 
prosecutor's office. 


Gay cadets 
join drive . 


(Prom page A17) 


crimination in the ROTC progra 

Carrying placards denouncing the 
alleged corruption, sexism and violence 
in the ROTC, the protesters led by the 
Sanlakas-Youth and the Katipunan ng 
‘mga Anak ng Manggagawang Pilipino 
toured university belt schools such as 
the Far Eastern University, San 
Sebastian College, University of the 
East and Centro Escolar University 

‘They told students that if military 
authorities do not want ROTC abolished, 
then they should make it voluntary since 
“no one will be a volunteer for a corrupt 
and problematic institution.” 

FEU student and spokesperson for 
SHE who identified himself only as 
Mark, said ROTC officials had duped 
him and other gay students into agree- 
ing to form a “Flower Platoon.” 

“We ended up being the laughing 
stock of the ROTC-FEU battalion,” 
Mark told the Inquirer. “Many of our 
officers treat us as toys: They make us 
entertainers. We are subjected to unjust 
punishments and burdened with lots of 
duties, knowing that many of us can't 
stand physical strain.” 

Kampi national chair Erwin Puhawan 
said that the youth's challenge is clear. 

“If the Armed Forces of the Philip- 
pines does not want its reserve program 
abolished, they must do something con- 
crete for the cadets. 

“And this could be an optional 
ROTC (since) simple reforms within the 
ROTC are not enough.” 

Contrary to what the AFP claims, 
Puhawan said that the Constitution does 
not define military training as compul- 
sory. 

“What the charter states is that ev- 
ery Filipino should devote a fraction of 
his/her time for military training or civil 
community service," he explained. "The 
only problem is that military training 
(Gs covered by) the National Defense 
‘Act while the alternative does not have 
any substantiating law.” 

Kampi and Sanlakas-Youth said they 
would demand from President 
Macapagal Arroyo and Congress an en- 
abling law for voluntary ROTC and an 
act providing alternatives forthe ROTC 
program. r 

They said they would also join other 
groups who would march to Congress 
Tater this month when the President de- 
livers her state-of-the-nation address. 

In Bacolod City, Education Secre- 
tary Raul Roco said on Saturday that 
the enrollment in the ROTC should be 
made optional because the military pro- 
gram has been ineffective. 

“You cannot force people to leam 
from a program that is badly imple- 
mented in the first place. So there are 
occasions for graft, and it is of no conse- 
quence to anybody in particular.” 

But Roco batted for the retention of 
the Citizens Army Training or CAT, 
Which he described as an extracurricular 
activity where taining is done mostly 
in the afternoon. With a report from 
Carla P. Gomez, PDI Visayas Bureau 


Reception for new Mexican ambassador to RP 


‘THE MEXICAN community in Manila 
will welcome Enrique Hubbard, the new 
‘ambassador of Mexico to the Philippines, 
with a reception at the Taqueria Chilanga 
‘on Metropolitan Avenue and Pasong 
Tamo in Makati on July 11 at 6 p.m. 


Ambassador Hubbard will be accom- 
panied by his wife Mariana Evelina 
Frias. A career diplomat, Hubbard was 
ambassador to Belize before his assign- 
ment to Manila. He has also served as 
consul in Chicago, Illinois and 


Brownsville, Texas; and consul general 
in Sao Paulo, Brazil, and Miami, Florida. 

Hubbard has written three books: 
“La Nacionalidad Mexicana: 
Irrenunciable?" (Mexican Nationality: 
Unrenounceable?), “Belize: Vecino 


Death sentence on memorial park killer . . 


(From page A17) 


Court records showed that the 
woman's husband, Noel Andres, ar- 
gued with Gonzales's son Dino af- 
ter Andres’ Tamarax FX nearly col- 
Jided with Gonzale2’s car near the 
exit of the Loyola Memorial Park in 
Marikina City on the eve of All 
Saints’ Day in 1998. 

Andres cut off Gonzalez’s car, got 
off his FX, approached Gonzales 
and cursed him for “not knowing 
how to drive.” 

‘Two versions were given the court. 
One version said Andres only ap- 
proached Gonzale2's vehicle to advise 
him to be careful while driving. 

Gonzalez’s version said Andres 
cut his car's path, cursed his driv- 
ing and even moved his FX to pre- 
vent his car from leaving the cem- 
etery. 

Gonzalez’s son Dino emerged 
from another car and confronted 


Andres. Gonzalez said Andres re- 
turned to his FX and appeared to be 
getting something. 

Afraid for his son, Gonzalez de- 
cided to get his gun. His daughter 
‘Trisha ran toward him to prevent him 
from using it but her weight pushed 
him back, causing him to fire the gun 
by accident. Andres’ wife Feliber 
was inside the FX when the shot 
rang out. 

A bullet hit Feliber in the left 
temple. Witnesses brought her to 
the hospital where she gave birth to 
a girl by caesarian section the fol- 
lowing day. 

‘The Supreme Court ruled that no 
treachery was involved since 
Gonzalez did not seek any means to 
ensure that Feliber would not be able 
to retaliate. 

“The suddenness of the attack, 
the infliction of a wound from be- 
hind the victim, the vulnerable posi- 
tion of the vietim at the time of the 


attack and the fact that the victim 
was unarmed do not by themselves 
render the attack treacherous,” the 
court said. 

It noted that chance encounters, 
impulse killing or crimes committed 
at the spur of the moment or that 
were preceded by heated arguments 
“are generally not attended by 
treachery for lack of opportunity of 
the accused to deliberately employ 
a treacherous mode of attack.” 

The court said the encounter be- 
tween Andres and Gonzalez was 
clearly a chance encounter as the 
two men were total strangers before 
their vehicles nearly collided. 

“Unfortunately, the heated ex- 
change of remarks that followed 
was fanned by a short temper, which 
in the case of (Gonzalez) was aug- 
mented by the improvident use of a 
firearm," the court explained. 

It said a reading of the transcripts 
of the case showed that it was Andres 


Ignorado" (Belize, Ignored Neighbor) 
and "Decadas" (Decades) 

“Taqueria Chilanga, where the recep- 
tion will be held, is considered by Mexi- 
can expats as the “Mexican Esquinita" 
in Manila. 


who provoked Gonzales when he 
tailed the latter up to the cemetery 
exit, cut him off and cursed him, 

‘Andres told the court he was calm 
at the time but witnesses claimed 
otherwise. 

Andres’ hostile behavior toward 
Gonzales was evident in (his) state- 
ment where he himself noted that 
(Gonzalez) tumed red in anger (while 
he talked to him),” the court said, 

The court said Gonzalez would 
not have turned red in anger “had 
Andres been polite, as he claimed 
he was, in scolding Gonzales, 
‘Andres could have simply commu- 
nicated his disgust over the latter's 
bad driving when he overtook the 
appellant's car.” 

‘The court noted that Gonzalez 
did not act belligerently while 
Andres was cursing him and he 
only brought out his gun when 
Andres started shouting at his 
son, 
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title meant, He gotħer 
go-signal after he ex- 
plained the title to her, 
Second, and” 
third 


‘Mother Lily woiild 
peek at the “Onsehan” 
rushes and was at first 
not impressed, until she 
saw the completed 
work. The Eugene Asis 
movie, she is said to 
have commented, “has 
gotstyle. Suwabe.” She 
‘even compared him to 
Pepe Marcos, known 
for fine action movies. 

‘Mother Lily's next 
comment was music to 
his ears. “You can start 
on your second movie 
now,” she told him. 

Í worked within 
the budget,” Eugene 
says, adding that the 
budget was “not big.” 
“Maybe that's why 
Mother Lily was 
pleased.” 

The new film- 
maker, who admits 
he's influenced by 
Castillo and John Woo 
(Mission Impossible 

"), has started work- 
ing on “Sabayan,” 
from his own script. 
Another action opus 
with some sex, it also 
stars Carlos, with Via 
Veloso. And he's got 
a third one coming up, 
this time a sex-and- 
drama sizzler, also 
from his own script. 

Noall-drama movie 
from him? “I'm basi- 
cally a happy person,” 
says the director who 
can sing in videoke 
and sing-along bars for 
hours unless the micro- 
phone is grabbed away 
from him. “Parang 
hindi bagay sa akin 
ang drama,” 

Undaunted 

The tough task of 
making a movie has 
not daunted him, He 
confesses that even he 
felt excitement when 
he watched “Onse~ 
han,” especially the ac- 
tion scenes. 

The movie-lover- 
turned-moviemaker 
loves the creative pro- 
cess. “First you imag- 
ine it while you're 
writing the script. And 
then you see it moving, 
with real people mak- 
ing your characters 
come alive.” 

He also found plea- 
sure in transforming a 
place to suit his 
movie's needs. “Like, 
I tumed the People’s 
Joumal building into a 
dirty warehouse.” 

The opening of 
“Onschan” tomorrow 
does not stop Direk Eu- 
gene Asis from dream- 
ing on. “T would like to 
do action movies with 
depth, like Castillo’s 
*Asedillo’ and ‘Dalu- 
yong at Habagat.” 

Is the dreamer a 
worthy addition to the 
Philippine movie in- 
dustry? Will his works 
inject new blood into 
the ailing cinema? 

“Onsehan,” all of 
one hour and 20 min- 
utes, might give a clue 
to the answers, 

Louie C. Camino 
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Now showin 


ONJULY 11, the movie in the mind 
of Eugene Asis.will be seen at last 
it the screen. The movie, a dream, 
started in thé Seventies and grew 
and changed through the years. 


‘The dream began in the *60s- 


when Eugene, born on the rustic’ 


island of Alabat in Quezon prov-" 


ince, was a boy going to'high 
school in Lucena City’ où the 
mainland, Eugene wanted tò be'a 
thovie star. “A comedian or an ac- 
tion star,” he recalls. 

Acting in school plays‘sparked 
the dream. “It felt good,” he says, 
“when, after a play, many people 
would congratulate me.” 

‘The spark of a dream was damp- 
ened and it hissed and almost died 
when, Eugene, already an architec- 
tural student at the National Uni- 
versity in Manila, went home to 
Lucena just when Vilma Santos 
was making a working visit. “I re- 
alized that I couldn't be a movie 
star,” Eugene says. “I realized that 
movie stars had to be mestizo,” 
among other essentials, 

Not tall, not fair skinned, not 
possessed of a fine nose even and 
otherwise not having exceptional 
good looks that people would pay 
good money to watch, but blessed 
with a quiet sense of humor, deter- 


‘THE GLOBAL animation scene has 
never been as eventful as it is now. 
The exceptional success of 
DreamWorks/PDI's “Shrek” has 
served notice that a new major 
player in the field of animated fea- 
tures is here to stay—and to make 
waves. 

Correspondingly, the old Disney 
studio has decided to make adjust- 
ment sin its own way of making 
animated features. For decades now, 
Disney has done very well with ani- 
mated figures that frankly look like 
ccartoons—big eyes and other funny 
facial features, primary colors, fan- 
tasy costumes, etc. 

In its new film, “Atlantis: The 
Lost Empire,” the signature Disney 
look is altered to include less car- 
toon-y visuals and more subtle col- 
ors, as well as characters that are 
more textured than the silly, slap- 
happy figures of yore, 


mination, imagination and more 
than enough open-mindedness to 
last a lifetime, he did not let the 
lights go out on his movie dream, 
He changed his focus from acting 
to directing, 

“My gang and I liked to watch 

“movies, comedy and action mov- 
ies, and I liked to criticize the mov- 
ies we saw. I remember I liked such 
films as Celso Ad. Castillo’s 
‘Daluyong at Habagat and 
(Franklin Schaffner's) ‘Papillon.’ 
A movie started with the director 
thinking about it first, and then it 
became reality. I thought I could 
think about making movies, too, 
and f could think them into com- 
ing true.” 

‘They started coming true for him 
in the “80s. He took up a semester 
of filmmaking in 1980 and, two 
years later, was associate director on 
the action movie “Ninong,” directed 
by Efren Piñon and starring Rene 
Imperial. He was assistant director 
of Gene Palomo on the television 
series “Don Kamote de la Mancha,’ 
unit director and head writer on the 
Saturday afternoon talk show 
“Movie Patrol” which Palomo also 
directed. 

After being diverted into a short 
stint in organizing and promoting 


RIGHT DIRECTION. Direk Eugene Asis prepares fora shot. 


Christmas bazaars for a friend, Eu- 
gene returned to TV and the mov- 
ies, writing for TV's “True Confes- 
sions ng mga Bituin,” writing the 
scripts for two movies, one of which 
he also co-directed with actor-co- 
‘median Ramon Zamora, 

On the side, he had also been 
writing entertainment columns and 
features in People's Journal Tonight 


while also being editor of a sports 
and show biz magazine for Atlas 
Publications. In 1990, he became 
entertainment editor of the tabloid 
People’s Journal, a full-time post 
that he still hol 
Directing itch 

In 1998, “I felt the itch to direct 
movies again,” he says. “All the 
while, I wanted to direct movies but 


Thad no time.” 
He saw Mauro Gia Samonte, 
known director of sexy scripts and 
movies, on the street and gave him 
aride in his car. A week later, Seiko 
Films called Eugene. Soon, he was 
working as Samonte’s associate di 
rector on “Gigil,” starring Nini 
Jacinto and Leonardo Litton, 

As associate director, Eugene 
explains, he rehearsed the actors 
before the actual takes, he fed them 
lines during the takes, he took care 
of continuity—"all the dirty work.” 

Last year, during a trip to the 
United States, he attended a cinema- 
tography workshop at the Learning 
Tree University in Northridge, Cali- 
fornia. “One of my American class- 
mates was a professional pornogra- 
pher,” he remembers. 

Also last year, and also with 
Samonte, he assisted in directing the 
sex quickie “Kangkong” while writ- 
ing another film script. 

His own at last 

On Wednesday, July 11, the 
movie based on that script will be 
shown at last — “Onsehan,” star- 
ring Carlos Morales and Maricar de 
Mesa. And the full-fledged direc- 
tor is Eugene Asis. 

The movie in his mind, the first 


New animated features make waves 


As for “Shrek,” its contributions 
include a host of experiments de- 

igned to make its visuals more re- 
alistic. It also has stronger, warmer 
characters, and a script that makes 
them talk in a more contemporary 
manner, thus delighting not just 
children, but also adolescents, teen- 
agers, and even adults 

Meanwhile, “Final Fantasy: The 
Spirits Within” takes the popular 
video game and transforms it into 
an animated feature that tackles the 
special challenge of depicting hu- 
man characters in a believable 
manner. 

This is deemed particularly dif- 
ficult because human figures have 
much more texture and nuance 
than objects or animals. “Final 
Fantasy” gives this major chal- 
lenge its best shot, while also de- 
veloping some themes related to 
universal concerns like the 


VIEWFINDER 


Nestor U. Torre 


struggle between man and nature, 
the meaning of life, etc. 

Clearly, the animation scene will 
never be the same again! 

New TV series 
PREMIERING on the AXN chan- 
nel on July 19 at 9 p.m. is The Im- 
mortal,” starring Lorenzo Lamas 
as Raphael Cain. Back story: In 
the early 17th century, a French 
ship sinks off the coast of Japan. 
The only survivor is a boy 
(Raphael) who is rescued and 
trained in the mystical arts by the 


enigmatic Yashiro. 

Later, he finds his loved ones sto- 
ten by the evil demons Mallos and 
Vashista. Raphael forges his pain 
into a powerful sword and vows to 
battle evil throughout time as an 
Immortal. 

In modern times, Raphael is 
joined by his trusted squire 
‘Goodwin and Dr. Sara Beckman, 
a scientist who has created a tech- 
nology for hunting demons, 

TV treats 

“BY DEMAND" is back on Chan- 
nel V Int'l. This month, telecast- 
ing from Monday to Friday at 9 
p.m. With veejays Asha and 
Adrian on top of things, viewers 
can tune in, log on and request 
their favorite videos. 

Also on Channel V Int'l., the 
“Spotlight artist” of the month is 
British pop diva Geri Halliwell. 

On Star World last June 26, the 


exciting drama “JAG” launched its 
fifth season. The protagonist, Lieut. 
“Harm” Rabb Jr., is a hotshot law- 
yer for the Judge Advocate General 
Corps, and his mission is to inves- 
tigate and prosecute all crimes, ac- 
cidents and acts of terrorism and 
espionage related to the Navy and 
Marine Corps. “JAG” is telecast ev- 
ery Tuesday at 8 p.m. 

“Everybody Loves Raymond” 
is also into its new season on Star 
World. Ray Romano plays a 
sports columnist who vainly tries 
to achieve a semblance of domes- 
tic tranquillity at home with his 
wife, daughter, twin boys, 
meddlesome parents and intru- 
sive brother. Catch “Everybody 
Loves Raymond” every Monday 
at 8:30 p.m. 

Finally, July is animal month on 
National Geographic Channel on 
its “Saturday Unlimited” program 


g: The movie in his mind 


one that is all his own, is finally 
showing tomorrow, July 11. 

Between Lucena City and 
“Onsehan,” Eugene also got mar- 
ried and fathered two boys, found 
time to write a komiks novel called 
“Boy Hunter” and to be Noli de 
Castro's news writer in a 7 a.m. pro- 
gram on radio dzMM. 

“Onsehan,” in the words of its 
director, is “hard action, with gun- 
fights, explosions, car chases. Open- 
ing pa lang, barilan na. 1 really 
wanted to do an action movie.” 

It is the first action movie of 
Carlos Morales, the hunk of Chito 
Rofio's “Laro sa Baga.” Carlos 
plays two characters, a cop and a 
Tobber, while Maricar de Mesa is a 
“high-class prostitute” that a syndi- 
cate uses to catch Carlos the robber. 
‘The Carlos and Maricar characters, 
of course, fall in love with each 
other. 

“Both are dark characters,” the 
director says of the characters he 
wrote, “and both are looking for 
love. 

When Eugene first submitted the 
“Onsehan” script to Mother Lily 
Monteverde, the Regal Films matri- 
arch did not even know what the 

NOW/ A19 


every Saturday at 7 p.m. Today, 
“Polar Bear” takes viewers to the 

y habitat of the white bears. On 
July 14, “The Great Apes” tracks 
the fascinating man-like creatures 
in the wild 

On July 21, “Reptilia Encoun- 
ters” focuses on sea snakes, enda 
gered sea turtles, iguanas and all 
gators. On July 28, the humpback 
whale and the Bowhead are featured 
in “Whale-Watching.” 

Episode 54 of “Tomorrow's 
World” airs July 12, 9:30 p.m. In 
store for the program are “Robotic 
Monkey,” the quest to create ma- 
chines with artificial intelligence 
continues; "Space Tourism,” pas- 
senger trips into orbit which could 
soon be a reality and as accessible 
as plane travel today; and “G- 
Suit” to help pilots counteract G 
Force using an innovative suit that 
replaces air with fluids. 


Aiko focuses on QC garbage, not 


JUST because a relationship has ended does not 
‘mean that it failed. Both parties are better per- 
sons for having touched each other's lives. Ask 
Aiko Melendez. 

Aiko has bounced back after splitting up with 
Jomari Yllana but she says she has no regrets at all. 

‘Jom will always be special to me because 
he gave me our son Andre (who's tuming 3 in 
September). For now we're better off this way.” 

Besides, Aiko is too busy—as newly elected 
‘councilor of the second district of Quezon City— 
to mope about the separation, 

“Ihave to leam to keep my humility and appre- 
ciate life more,” the new politician says, “After all, 
I'm still very blessed because God gave me a 
chance to use my popularity for a good cause.” 

‘The perennial question remains: What is 
dirtier, politics or show biz? Even in her new 
arena, crazy rumors continue to hound Aiko. 
There's this drivel linking her to Quezon City 
Mayor Sonny Belmonte. There are insinuations 
that the air would be thick with tension if Aiko 
crosses paths with Rep. Chuck Mathay, whose 
daughter Ara Mina is the alleged cause of Aiko's 
split-up with Jom, 

Knowing Aiko, she would rather focus on 
Quezon City’s pollution and garbage problem 
than all the trash reports about her personal life. 

Jessica in 7th heaven. 
‘JESSICA Rodriguez is in à euphoric mood fol- 
‘lowing her US holiday with hubby David 
Bunevaez and her two kids. Love has given her 

“a better fate because she is one woman who has 
always loved to the max notwithstanding the in- 

‘sults and intrigiés hurled her way. 

“We went to the largest ski resort in Califor- 
“hia called Mammoth,” she recalls, “It was the 
‘very first time my kids played in the snow. We 
sall went naked into a natural hot spring, then 

David took the kids fly fishing in a river nearby.” 

T tease her: “Fortunately his ex, Anjanette 

Bbayari who's also in the States; wasn't 
‘pearby.” : 
2. She laughs and then rambles on.:*T cooked 

„inner for them when they came back because 

they had to put back the fish they caught. It's 
the law there. After dinner we went to an out- 
dgor spa surrounded by snow-covered moun- 
tains. It was such a perfect moment.” 

Just listening to Jessica made me fee! like ask- 
ing if her one-way ticket to 7th heaven could be 
transferable to me? 

Diet makes rumors die 
DIETHER Ocampo just shrugs off talk that 
Rosanna Roces complained about his acting in 
heir upcoming movie “La Vida Rosa, 

5 Says Diet: "I hope people will watch the 

movie first before jumping to conclusions. As 


Dolly Anne 
Carvajal 


far as I know, wala naman kaming problema ni 
Osang. She's just outspoken, Maybe other 
people only misinterpreted her.” 

Don’t worry, Diet. Your box-office hits 
speak for themselves. if there's anything your 
fans complain about, it's that they can never 
have enough of you. 

SM Cineplex 
Tattended the opening of Megamall’s Cineplex. 

Former actress Lyka Ugarte is the woman 
behind the cineplex operations 

She's happy with her new job but she laments, 

'm married to SM. Who will ever fall in love 
with a woman like me who works late hours 

T kidded her, “With all the moviegoers 
ing up daily, you can easily pick one from the 
crowd and have a date in the cineplex.” 

got to meet Hans Sy and was a bit surprised 
to find out that he was so amiable, He said, “You 
and I have the same dilemma, I'm always in 
the shadow of my dad and.you’are in the shadow 


of your mom. 

“I know," I said. “We will always suffer by 
comparison’ though we can't deny it also has 
its advantages.” 

Then I looked for his brother Bigboy whom 
1 met a few months back. “He’s not here,” said 
Hans. “I'm sure you think I'm older than him, 
1 just look older.” 

Now showing at SM Megamall’s newly 
renovated Cineplex: High tech-LED signages . 
. brilliantly sharp acoustics and visuals . . 
plush fabric seats and, coming soon, a central- 
ized and computerized ticketing booth—all 
meant o enhance the moviegoing experienc 

the mall's 12 cinemas, 

‘There's more. State-of-the-art audio and vi- 
sual technology for crisp picture quality and 
acoustics using Dolby Digital Surround EX us- 
ing 3-way speakers, Digital Theater Surround, 
Dolby SR and Dolby Digital. 

Lyka says, “Ticket prices will still be lower 
than other cinemas. Masa pa rin ang SM as al- 
ways. Soon our snacks will have a theme. Tipong 
Hollywood ang dating and there will be a small 
nook in every cinema so the public can take cof- 
fee while waiting for the next screening.” 

See you at the movies! 
PERSONAL: Happy anniversary to my babe! 
‘Thanks for loving me. I thank you even more 
for letting me love you. 

For feedback, 
wateringhole2000@ yahoo.com 
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STOCK MARKET 
ise 0.6% 


THE STOCK market's main 
index closed higher yester- n 
day, buoyed by selective 
blue-chip buyinganda slight 
recovery ofthe peso against 
the dollar, traders said. 

The 30-company Philip- 
pine Stock Exchange index 
gained 8.47 points, or 0.6 
percent, to 1405.99 after los- 
ing 5.31 points Friday to 
1396.92. 

The broader All Shares 
Index declined 7.27 points to 788.20 after closing 5.49 points lowerto 795.47 
Friday. 

But decliners still beat gainers 32 to 27, with 37 issues unchanged. 

Volume felito 443 milion shares but value rose to P346 milion compared 
with 1.66 billion shares worth P278 milion traded on Friday. 

‘The market climb also came after the government released preliminary 
‘growth figures suggesting the economy would avoid a recession, brokers 
said. 

“It means we're not going into a recession,” sald Mike Ordinanza of PC! 
Capital Corp. 
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(See stock market report on Page B6) 
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By Doris C. DUMLAO 


ECONOMIC Planning Secretary 
Dante Canlas yesterday estimated 
that the country’s domestic 
economy had expanded by 2.8 per- 
Cent to 3 percent in the second quar- 
ter of the year, better than the 2. 
percent growth posted in the first 
quarter. 

In an interview, Canlas said the 
stronger economic performance for 
the second quarter was based on im- 
proving indicators such as growth 
in manufacturing volume, employ- 
ment and imports starting April. 

“This is very much in line with 
our 3.3- to 3.8-percent target GDP 
growth for the full year,” Canlas 


Taiwan optimistic 
on RP air links 


By GIL C. CABACUNGAN JR. 


TAIWAN is more optimistic that the Macapagal 
administration is committed to ensuring contin- 
ued normal air travel between Manila and Taipei 
in the near- to medium-term. 

‘Taipei Economic & Cultural Office represen- 
tative Benjamin Jyh-Yuan Lo told reporters yes- 
terday that Taiwan “has good reason to believe 
that the administration now is in better control 
to ensure that international flights with Manila 
‘would be kept at normal functioning status.” 

Lo said the air row between Philippine Air- 
lines and Taiwan's airlines—EVA Air and China 
Airlines—"did a lot of damage” to the economy 
especially to the Philippines. 

Lo said the air row cost the country an esti- 
‘mated 50,000 jobs because Filipino overseas for- 
eign workers could not go to Taiwan last year. 

From 140,000 Filipino OFWs in Taiwan be- 
fore the air row, Lo said this number dropped to 
90,000 due to the cancellation of flights for 
nearly a year. With the weakening of Taiwan's 

‘TAIWAN/ B2 


GDP refers to the total amount 
of goods and services produced by 
the economy in a given period. 


For the first time this year, the 
country’s volume of production in- 
dex picked up by 12.7 percent in 
April, the highest monthly growth 
posted since December 2000. Six 

$ out of 16 sectors posted annual in- 

{ creases, with electrical machinery 

manufacturing recording 

the sharpest growth rates. 

Canlas also noted that as of April, 
the employment rate had expanded 
by 7 percent across all sectors, 

a He also said the growth in im- 
ports in April and May indicated 
that there were more placement or- 
ders from abroad to support higher 


and te) 


T 
2001 


domestic production. 


After four months of contraction 
triggered by the economic downturn 


in the United States and Japan, the 
country's import bill expanded by 
6.5 percent to $2.69 billion in Apri 
Payments for electronics and com- 
ponents rose 6.7 percent to $610.33 
million during the month and ac- 
counted for 22.7 percent of the to- 
tal import bill. 

Canlas also stressed that the ser- 
vices sector, led by retail and whole- 
sale trade, was expected to have 
maintained a robust growth during 
the second quarter. During the first 
quarter, the sector grew by 4.5 per- 
cent compared to 4 percent for the 
same period last year. 

Canlas added that the significant 
growth in the importation of tele- 

2ND QUARTER/ B3 


Road project gets $254-M funding 


BY CLARISSA S. BATINO 


LOPEZ-CONTROLLED Manila North 
Tollways Corp. yesterday closed a $253.5-mil- 
lion financing deal with foreign creditors for the 
rehabilitation and expansion of the North Ex- 
pressway. 

‘The agreement was sealed in a ceremony at 
Malacafiang yesterday even after the finance 
department had rejected the company's request 
fora risk guarantee from the government. Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo witnessed the signing 
yesterday. 

“There was a request for a performance un- 
dertaking and the DOF turned it down, This is 
a signal of investors’ and lenders’ confidence 
because the creditors still approved the loan 
without the undertaking," Camacho said. 

The finance chief said he met with the credi- 
tors two weeks ago to tell them that a risk un- 
dertaking was no longer necessary. 

Of the total financing for the tollway project, 
$146 million was obtained from Export Finance 
and Insurance Corp. of Australia, the World 
Bank's International Finance Corp., and the 
Asian Development Bank. 


A syndicate of commercial banks had elso 
arranged a $107.5-million borrowing from 
three multilateral lenders—Coface of France, 
Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency, and 
another unit of the ADB. 

‘The seven banks that arranged the loan were 
ABB Structured Finance, Credit Agricole 
Indosuez, Sumitomo Bank, Dai-Ichi Kangyo 
Bank, Industrial Bank of Japan, West LB, and 
DG Bank. 

Shareholders led by Lopez-controlled First 
Philippine Infrastructure Development Corp. 
with a 60-percent stake infused an equity of 
$117.5 million to complete the $371-million 
investment for the project. 

Manila North Tollways is 10-percent owned 
by Philippine National Construction Corp. and 
another 10 percent by French Egis Projects. The re- 
maining 20 percent is distributed among foreign 
mutual funds. 

Camacho said the DOF has approved the toll 
operating agreement of Manila North Tollways. 

While Camacho insisted that there were no 
guarantees given, another finance official claimed 
the contract contained generous guarantees ap- 
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Inter-agency council sticks 
to deficit, revenue forecasts 


‘THE INTER-AGENCY Development Budget Coor- 


inating Council 


has retained its P145-billion budget 


deficit forecast and expectations of P408 billion in rev- 
enues from the Bureau of Internal Revenue this year. 


“We decided 


to defer any decision on the deficit 


and the BIR targets until we have resolved some is- 
sues on the assumptions that were used as basis for 
the targets,” Finance Secretary Jose Isidro Camacho 


said yesterday, 


"The DBCC was scheduled to decide in a meeting 
on Saturday whether to revise the govemment's bud- 


get targets and downgrade its collections target by PS 
billion. 

‘Camacho said the council would instead review its 
targets in the third quarter of the year. 

"Among the issues to be discussed, he said, was how 
to classify proceeds from value-added taxes on fuel 
purchases. 

He added that assumptions on non-tax revenue tar- 
gets would also have to be firmed up before a deci- 
sion on the government's deficit target could be con- 
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Unsolicited devise 


NO LAW calls for this cute administration 
of Gloriaetta to listen to anybody except bril- 
Fiant newsmen like me. Under no pain of 
punishment, for instance, it does not have to 
listen tothe European Union. 

Last week, the 15-nation union wamed the 
administration about our security problems. 
This, of course, is none of any foreigners 
business. 

Whether this country sinks further into the 
sea of terrorism and violence, or it swims 
across the flooded streets of Metro Manila, 
is purely an intemal matier. 

t's just that the European Union advised 
the Palace that all the trouble we are having 
lately could also affect business. Europeans 
are now among the favorite customers of kid- 
nappers. Thus, nobody can say if European 
companies will kill just to invest here. 
ROLAND Van Remoortole, the Belgian am- 
bassador to the European Union, who is its 
new president, aired the warning himself. He 
talked about security in the Philippines dur- 
ing the tumover of the presidency. 

‘There in Europe, they take turns for the 
presidency. Here. we spend a fortune to 
change our president, and we are just start- 
ing to learn to do it by brute military force. 

‘Anyway. it's the tum of Belgium to take 
up the presidency. and the new president re- 
marked on the troubled Philippines during the 
turnover itself. 

I don’t know if anybody in Europe even 
heard the words of warming from the new 
president about security problems so far away 
from home as the Philippines. Let's just say 
that the umover rites were not done in a se- 
cret cave deep in the ocean somewhere. 
‘THE POINT is we must take the warning se- 
riously. It's the head of an important eco- 
nomic grouping as the European Union who's 
talking here, sister! What he says may be quite 
important to us. 

‘Our trade with Europe only amounts to 
more than 13 billion euros every year. The 
European Union has also been the largest 
source of foreign direct investments in the 
Philippines for the past 10 years. 


Conrado R. 
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Next only to the United States and Japan, 
the European Union is also our third largest 
supplier. Officially, that is! China should be 
moving up fast, I know. but only if you count 
all that blatant smuggling being done from 
there into here. 

‘SO there, even Europe thinks our security 
problems affect the economy. Maybe every- 
body is looking for a little decisiveness, per- 
haps similar to the effective albeit crude han- 
dling of the problem by the administration 
of the man named Band... . Wrist Band. 

‘And what is this cute administration doing 
aside from Interior Secretary Jose Lina and com- 
Pany doing a lot of publicity work and, on the side, 
appearing on television? 

Surely the world is watching. If we take 
the hint from the new president of the Euro- 
pean Union, the world is even getting ner- 
Vous. This is bad for business. 

In this regard, I cannot bet that Vice Presi- 
dent Teofisto Guingona, who doubles as for- 
eign affairs secretary, is not as useless as most 
executives thought he would be when 
Gioriaeua chose him as her new improved VP 
over other, far more brilliant men. 
ANYWAY, blame the peso's month-long 
weakness of our security problem. Just take 
a look at the reports abroad. When they talk 
Of the recent peso depreciation, the secu- 
rity problem always gets honorable men- 
tion, 

Only last weekend, the Asian Wall 
Street Journal took another dig at the Phil- 
ippines. The bearer of the usual bad news 
on our country noted that consumer prices 
were going up fast. Among the major 
‘causes of inflation, according to the report, 


were the increases in fuel prices and—here 
it is again—the peso depreciation. 

You can hardly blame the government 
when oil prices go crazy. It seems this cute 
administration is handling the issue wel. De: 
spite hard times, Gloriaeta's popularity is 
going up. In comparison, even the oil price 
increase was blamed on Wrist Band earlier. 

Still, this cute administration cannot play 
demure on the peso depreciation. This has 4 
lotto do with the erosion of business confi= 
dence as an offshoot of the security problem, 
‘There's no such thing as security of demurg 
here. Sorry about that! 

BARCLAYS Capital, according to the same 
news item, was looking at an exchange raté 
‘of P60 per dollar in six to 12 months. Aray 
ko! So more inflation coming up! 2 

Both Bangko Sentral Governor Rafael 
Buenaventura and Finance Secretary Jose. 
Isidro Camacho, of course, should downplay 
such a discouraging forecast 

1 am sure the duo would say anything t 
build up confidence in the peso. What the 
market looks for, nevertheless, is a little ac- 
tion shor of either of them cross-dressing 

‘And even our parish priest vied to help. * 

Today's bad times, he said on the pulpit last 
Sunday, might be God's way of telling us 102 
rely on Him for strength, We should sacrifice,- 
in short. Not long ago, the only solution was 
to force somebody to resign. 
‘TO THINK, early in this administration, the 
Makati types sang praises about the return of 
confidence. It was all they could sing about 
the new administration then, of course. I can 
only wonder what they are going to sing about 
now that confidence is shaken, 

Moreover, based on word from the Depart- 
ment of Labor and Employment, the Palace is 
under pressure to dictate a large increase in 
the minimum pay. Will it give in? 

Ofcourse, somebody earlier also promised 
the huge pay increase. A promise may be a 
promise, my Apong Oning used to say, but in 
politics, a promise is just a premise, It's some- 
thing to start with for getting support to get 
into power, 


Peso ‘in danger’ of sliding 
to 55—-Standard Chartered 


By CLARISSA S. BATINO 


STANDARD Chartered Bank said yester- 
day that the peso was in danger of slid- 
ing to 55 to a dollar in the next three 
months. 

“In the next three months, I foresee that 

peso would weaken to 55, although it 
may improve a year from now,” Gerard 
Lyons, head of Standard Chartered's gio- 
bal markets research division, told report- 
Lyons did not share the Macapagal 
administration's optimism that the peso 
would bounce back in the coming months. 

Finance Secretary Jose Isidro Camacho, 
who used to head Deutsche Bank AG's lo- 


RFM nears 
deal to sell 
Cosmos 


By Doris C. DUMLAO 


SHARE prices of homegrown bever- 
age manufacturer RFM Corp. and its 
bottling unit, Cosmos Bouling Corp.. 
surged yesterday on expectations that 
the group was nearing a deal to seule 
its bond obligations 

Both among the most actively 
traded counters at the Philippine Stock 
Exchange yesterday, RFM and Cosmos 
rose 20.69 percent and 11.49 percent 
to close at P2.10 and P4.85. 

‘Asked whether a buy-in deal in- 
volving Cosmos had been finalized 
RFM spokesperson Raman Lopez said 
there was “nothing concrete yet 

US-based PepsiCo and San Miguel 
Corp.. which recently regained control 
of local Coca-Cola Bouers Philippines 
Inc., are among the groups keen on ac- 
quiring Cosmos. 

Persons familiar with the matter 
said RFM was now leaning toward 
closing a deal with San Miguel, and an 
acquisition price of at least P14.5 bil- 
lion was being considered, 

While RFM earlier confirmed re- 
ports that a strategic tie-up with Pepsi 
was being considered, industry sources 
said the Intest twist was that the 
Concepcion family, which owned 
RFM, was reconsidering an offer from 
San Miguel. 

‘They stressed, however, that a stra- 
tegic tie-up with PepsiCo was still on 
the table. The proposal was fr the US 
firm to take a minority sinke in Cos- 
mos. The long-ierm objective would 
be to merge Cosmos with PepsiCo's 
local unit, Pepsi Cola Products Philip- 
pines Inc. 

RFM and Cosmos shares were also 
lifted by reports that RFM would be 
able to cover a substantial portion of 
its overdue debis using proceeds from 
the sale of some of its assets. 


‘cal office, said the peso would advance to 
between 48 and 50 ina year. His six-month 
estimate was at 50 to 52. 

Bangko Sentral Governor Rafael 
Buenaventura shared Camacho's optimism 
and said the local currency should recover 
to a level closer to 50 to a dollar by year's 
end 

The peso closed yesterday at 52.835 
from Friday's 52.89. 

Standard Chartered’s, Lyons said ecg: 
nomic and political problems. aggravated. 
by a worsening peace-and-order situation, 
would continue to drag the peso lower in 
the next three months. 

“The collapse in inflows could not be 
reversed overnight. There is a capital flight 


‘COVENANT OF SERVICE’ 
Social Security System chair Vitaliano Nafiagas (left) confers with Social Weather Stations 
president and Bishops Businessmen's Conference co-chair Mahar Mangahas (right) and * 
BBC national co-chair Jose Concepcion (standing) during a BBC forum at the Asian 
Institute of Management. Nafiagas discussed the SSS' “covenant of service” program 
that he said would eliminate backlogs in the processing of social security claims. The 
program will be launched in the third quarter of the year. 


DTI chief makes pitch 
for non-sugar exports 


BACOLOD CITY—Trade Secretary Mar 
Roxas said Sunday that local manufacturers 
should tap funding assistance from the De- 
partment of Trade and Industry to develop the 
country's non-sugar expors 

Roxas said in a meeting with leaders of the 
Association of Negros Producers that more 
alternative products should be developed in 
Negros to lessen the island’s dependence on 
sugar. 

"The sugar industry should use the “good 
times” it was enjoying to develop alternative 
markets so that it would not be “so overly 
hun” should bad times set in, he stressed, 

ANP is composed of at least 70 local 
manufacturers of handicraft and furniture, 
among others. The group consists mostly of 
wives of sugar producers and businessmen 


in the Philippines because its fiscal policy 
is not credible,” he said. 

He added that the government was also 
dealing with a long-running budget deficit. 
With the Philippine economy moving 
slowly, he said, the government was facing 
a difficult task shoring up its revenues. 

‘Another drag on the Philippine economy 
was the economic slowdown in its major 
export markets, the United States and Japan, 
he added. : 

He-said Philippine gross domestic prod 
uct would likely settle at 2.5 to 3.5 percent. 

“A lot will depend on how the govern- 
ment could put the house on order and in 
Putting in place structural reform measures,” 
he said. 


who were rallied by then Negros Gov, Daniel 
Lacson in 1986 to organize and diversify out 
of sugar to help the economy of Negros Occi- 
dental get back on its feet amid a sugar crisis. 

Roxas (old the group's members that loans , 
amounting to as much as P10 million could- 
be taken from the P5-billion fund of the Na-, 
tional Development Co, to enable them t0 
continue selling their products abroad. | 

“The NDC is on a wholesale level so we’ 
need to find an intermediary to avail of the: 
Joan for the ANP," he snid. 

‘This intermediary, he added, could either 
be the Bacolod city government, Land Bank, 
of the Philippines or a local rural bank. 

“Think big, operate small," Roxas told lo- 
cal producers, Carla P. Gomez, PDI Visayas’ 
Bureau 


Taiwan optimistic on RP air links 


(From page B1) 

Lo said the air row cost the country an 
estimated $0,000 jobs because Filipino 
oversens foreign workers could not go 10 
‘Taiwan last year. 

From 140,000 Filipino OFWs in Tal- 
wan before the air row, Lo said this num- 
ber dropped to 90,000 due to the cancella- 
ton of flights for nearly a year. With the 
weakening of Taiwan's economy, Lo sald 


it has become difficult to regain the lost 
Jobs of Filipino OFWs with the restoration, 
of flights. 

Lo said Taiwan has signed a direct hir- 
ing agreement with the Philippine govern 
ment to expedite the deployment of Filipino 
OFWs. “Between a Filipino who speaks 
good English and a Thai worker who 
doesn't spenk English, Taiwan business- 
‘men prefer Filipinos,” Lo said. 


But Lo remained cautious on his 
government's outlook for their economy, 
which he said could slow to a 4-percent 
growth this year from 6 percent in 2000, a 
big drop from Taiwan's double-digit growth 
in the last three decades. 

On the security problem issue, Lo sald 
he was confident that the government would 
be able to resolve the Abu Sayyaf issue and 
the rise in kidnapping Incidents. 
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Prospective NSC buyers given Sept. 30 deadline 


By GIL C. CABACUNGAN JR. 


THE GOVERNMENT-LED body 
tasked to oversee the revival of Na- 
tional Steel Corp. has given pro- 
spective investors of the failed 
steel giant until the end of this 
quarter or Sept. 30 to submit their 
proposals to lease and operate the 
Tigan steel factory which has been 
closed since November 1999. 
Trade Secretary Manuel “Mar” 
Roxas II, chair of the NSC evalua- 
tion committee, said the group 
would give emphasis to both the fi- 
nancial and technical capability of 
the prospective investor to re-start, 


AS, 
ROXAS Il 


SEC wants LGUs, trade dep’t 


operate and market products of 


NSC. 
Roxas said the N 


to oversee lending investors 


By ELENA R. TORRIJOS 


‘THE SECURITIES and Exchange Commission 
and the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas plan to push 
for a new law to transfer regulation over lending 
investors to local government units or the trade 
and industry department. 

SEC Chair Lilia Bautista said last week the Com- 
mission would work closely with the BSP to craft 
such a proposed law and lobby its adoption by Con- 
gress. 

The SEC last week decided to require new lend- 
ing investors to register as finance companies sub- 
ject to capital and reportorial requirements, though 
the move would not affect the operations of 5,061 
lending investors registered as corporations with the 
‘Commission. 

‘The regulatory agency has received alarming 
formation regarding these lenders’ unchecked activi- 
ties. Several lending investor companies have alleg- 
edly violated their corporate charters and the 
country's securities laws When these borrowed from 
‘more than 19 lenders in order to fund their lending 
operations, Bautista said, 


Napocor eyes ass 


STATE-OWNED National Power Corp. plans to re- 
sume talks with power distributor Manila Electric Co. 
for the sale of what it calls power subtransmission 
lines valued at more than PSOO million. 

“We are reopening talks with Meralco,” Asisclo 
Gonzaga, chief operating officer of Napocor, said. 

Napocor, the country’s largest supplier of elec- 
tricity, had discussed the possible sale of its trans- 
mission assets to Meralco in 1998 but the talks 
bogged down because of disagreements on pricing. 


‘An amendment last year to the General Banking 
Act transferred jurisdiction over lending investors 
from the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas to the SEC. 
However, there was no specific law authorizing the 
‘SEC to regulate these lending investors or promul- 
gate rules governing their activities 

‘The justice department has yet to respond to the 
‘Commission's request last year for a definite rul- 
ing on which government agency was responsible 
for regulating the small lenders, Bautista ex- 
plained. 

‘The SEC has no control over lending investors 
registered with the trade and industry department as 
single proprietorships or partnerships. 

‘The latest policy decision of the SEC calls for 
lending investors applying for incorporation to reg- 
ister themselves as finance companies, forcing them 
to comply with a set of capital and reportorial re- 
quirements imposed by the regulatory agency. 

Under the rules of the SEC, finance companies 
must have a capital base of 10 million if they are op- 
crating within Metro Manila, PS million in other cit- 
ies and 2.5 million for municipalities. 

‘There are 174 finance companies licensed by the 
SEC. 


et sale to Meralco 


‘The power subtransmission lines to be sold in- 
clude those in Bulacan and Cavite provinces just out- 
side Manila 

‘The franchise area of Meralco, the country’s larg- 
est power distributor, covers Metro Manila and 
nearby provinces. 

‘The government plans to privatize debt-laden 
Napocor by selling its generating plants and trans- 
mission lines as part of a program to restructure the 
power industry. Reuters 


2nd quarter growth seen at 3% 


(From page B1) 
communication acces- 
sories indicated a con- 
tinued expansion in this 
sector. 

The economic plan- 
ning chief also said 
that the faster releases 
of funds by the gov- 
ernment for infrastruc- 
ture projects after the 
May 14 congressional 
elections should have 
created some positive 


impact. 
“Prior to the May 
elections, there was a 
ban on the release of 
funds, but after that, the 
government was able to 
Spend more for infra- 
structure,” he said. 
‘Asked on the impact 
of typhoon Feria, which 
left a death toll of more 
than a hundred, as well 
as millions of damage 
‘on property and crops, 


Canlas said he had al- 
ready asked the Na- 
tional Economic and 
Development 
Authority's (Neda) 
technical committee to 
assess the impact on the 
economic figure for the 
third quarter, 

But he acknowl- 
‘edged that the country's 

flation rate for July 
might be slightly higher 
than the 6.8-percent 


projection he had given 
earlier due to the ty- 
phoon and the volatility 
in oil prices. 

An upsurge in food 
and fuel prices along- 
Side pressures from the 
peso depreciation and 
school year opening 
jacked up the country's 
annual inflation rate 10 
6.7 percent in June 
from 6.5 percent in 
May. 


Road. 


(From page B1) 

10 percent by French 
Egis Projects. The re- 
maining 20 percent is 
distributed among for- 
eign mutual funds. 

Camacho said the 
DOF has approved the 
toll operating agree- 
mient of Manila North 
Tollways. 

While Camacho in- 
sisted that there were 
no guarantees given, 
another finance offi- 
cial claimed the con- 
tract contained gener- 
ous guarantees ap- 
proved by the 
Tollways Regulatory 
Board. 

“When we read the 
contract, the wordings 
of the guarantee were 
very general, which 
means the government 
may end up shoulder- 
ing all risks, including 
those it had absolutely 
no control over,” said 
the finance official. 

‘The Macapagal ad- 
ministration would 
like to prevent itself 
from incurring more 
debts because of these 
guarantee arrange- 
ments. 

A finance official 
noted that the only 
risks that government 
must ensure were po- 
litical risks, regulatory 
risks, and right-of-way 
risks. But items like re- 
turn volume of com- 
muters, and sales 
should not be the 
government’s prob- 
lem. 
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Come to Svenson International and 
your balding head can have hair again! 
Cosmetic Transdermal Reconstruction 
(CTR) is the most advanced non- 
surgical hair replacement technology 
ever developed for baldness. It's not 
only a perfect match to your own hair's 
color and texture but it also looks, 
moves, and feels as natural as your 
own. It is seamless and 
totally convincing as your 
own hair even to a 
conscious probing 
touch. Run your fingers 
through it and you'll 
never know the 
difference! With CTR, 
you can do vigorous 
activities and no one 
will detect it. It 
becomes a natural part 
of you and looks as real 
as the hair you were born 
with, Let your bald head 
experience the natural 
look and feel of real, 
thick hair. Call or visit 
Svenson now! 
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jC commit- 
tee—composed of representatives 
from NSC’s Malaysian owners, lo- 
cal creditors and government agen- 
cies—would tap an independent 
technical adviser that would evalu- 
ate the prospective investor's ex- 
pertise to run NSC's Hligan plant. 
‘The prospective investor should 
have the technical know-how with 
proven track record in the steel 
business and the capability to pro- 
tect both plant and property from 
h damage. 
This would have equal weight- 


ing with the prospective investor's 
financial status (including proof of 
financial resources base and past 
performance) as well as proposed 
strategies in marketing NSC’s fin- 
ished products and sourcing of raw 
materials. 

Prospective investors would 
have to submit a broad range of 
Proposals, which include the dura- 
tion of lease at varying lengths. 

Based on published reports, in- 
terested investors of NSC are Swiss 
commodities trader Glencore, 
Cathay Pacific Steel Co. and 
Allengoal 

Roxas stressed that there would 


THE SPECIALIST’ 


be no bidding because the choice 
of the committee was not binding 
on Hottick-Renong Bhd. and the 
creditor-banks led by Philippine 
National Bank. The creditors and 
owners of NSC have a pending 
case on the liquidation of the com- 
pany with the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission, 
which is also a mem- 
ber of the committee. 
But Roxas said this 
would not diminish 
the importance of this 
move, which he con- 
sidered a major break- 
through in the long- 


running stalemate, because it 
would address the more pressing 
issue of preventing NSC's 
multibillion-peso assets from 
crumbling due to inactivity. 
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Plaza Lorenzo Rulz, Binondo, Manila 
Tels, 241-0558; 241-0244; 241-0281; 241-0078 
THE LEADER IN THE LAMINATING FIELD 


ONE YEAR 
FREE 


and, 
SPARE PARTS 


Atal Less aig gi: Anan, Cap, Comp omn var, 
{Seat Ene ot Sayan ace oe ls ack 
‘Sore scp or irea da era Scr aun tas 
Aare Vy Oat Wa acmis Sonda E Goei 


ud asa Pre Rp: Exe age B Mt Gel, Pot 
sor Peg Eo 8 Epeng 8A Ge 


MAPORTER 


Sa: ins. Stevan Prac Wenara Tay Hohn Pate 
“amar Fou rocco bom 


lee Eagna. oes Hes Pra Fn Rae aay 8 Soho 
asa se SRT 1-8 


WE HAVE MOVED! Visit our new showroom. Equipments at affordable prices! 
‘é = 


IMPORTED FROM TAIWAN R.0.C. 


Fs DAMS: 
R=) 1706 E. Rodriguez Ave. Cor. Los Angeles St., Cubao, Q. C. Tel 


COMPETITION 


Partial List of Chents| 


GL SQL Windows Users 


ATE FREIGHT PHILS, INC. CACHO CONSTRUCTIONS, INC. 


Ms. Pureza Llorin 
‘Accounting Manager 
‘Teli 551-7564 to 66 


HOME CREDIT MUTUAL BLDG.MECO MANNING & 
‘AND LOAN ASSOCIATION CREWING SERVICES 
Mr. Emer Cometa 
‘Tole 842-7869 


PHILIPPINE RACING CLUB 
Mr. Alan Abesamis 

VP- Finance 

Tels 890-4015 | 697-5489 


Ms. Evangeline O. Robles 
Told 631-9477 to 79 


‘ols 526-7892 | 526-7855 


TAHANAN MUTUAL BUILOM 
AND LOAN ASSOCIATION, 


ToL 857-1759 | 894-0602 


Other System Users 
CITIMOTORS, Nc. 
Ms. Grace A. Rivera 
‘Accounting Manager 
Tas sraa 
FEDERAL EXPRESS 
Ms. Eth C. 
Accounting 
‘Telit (047) 252-9628 / 252-9561 


HIDDEN VALLEY SPRINGS 
Ms, Norie Ortiz, Accountant 
“Tole 81840041 240-112 


Ms. Marie Selorio 
Chief Accountant 
‘Told 72946144 or 48 


FILESTATE GROUP 
Ms, Holena M. Gust 
‘Senior Supervisor 


HINATUAN MINING CORP. 
We, Jose Nacorda, Jr. 
VP Finance 


‘Tels 688-6582 or 579 / 8129714 


PACIFIC SEAMEN 
SERVICES, INC. 

Ms. Gida Aniton, Accountant 
Tole 416-2056 1 410-1210 


SLIMMERS WORLD 
INTERNATIONAL 
Ms. Aurora C. Rivera 
Finance Manager 
Tel. #843-0804 to 05 


TOYOTA SHAW, INC: 
TOYOTA SHAN (ORTIGAS) 
Ms. Myra Tarayao 

Tol 9671-5854 61284 or 17 


WARNER HOME VIDEO 
Ms. Yvette Cruz 
Telf 632-1401 to 02 


Available Soon! 


SOLID VIDEO cor? 
Ms. Tita Rayala 
Accounting Manager 
Tel. #8404965 
TRINITY COLLEGE 
Ms, Carmelita Rulloda 
Chief Accountant 
Tois 723-8221 


+ Fired Assets for SQL Windows + inventory for SOL Windows Sales, AR and Warehousing Module) 
+ Payroll for SOL Windows 


+ Accounts Recsabie for 
SQL Windows 


MAIN OFFICE 1 
[E] 


Web Pope Adie: pmte 
hiap wmeaczigct com 


= 
5 mom 
a 


Stat aSa 


Ms. Edith Rabe, Accountant © 
Ms. Lana Suarez, Accountant 


EMILIO S. LIM APPLIANCES 


Tels 637-100 local 7073 or 7078 


Gi) ACCOUNTING SOFTWARE CONSULTANTS INT'L., INC. 
Suite 8 Antei Global Corporate Center 
(ayes ars ears 6seses/ens- 128160708 


lafo@acetguof.com 


a 


j REACHIN T 
REFRIGERATOR / FREETER 


#25 RUEY SHING REFRIGERATION EQUIPMENT 


£ 411-4232 © 727-9652 ° 727-9648 


IS THE INCENTIVE TO BE BETTER... 


Departmental General Ledger 


SQL - Windows 


Features 
‘Allows simultaneous operation of GL Program in several PC terminals such 
as: transaction data entry, generation of reports, Inquiry, master file build-up, 
and other system's activity for LAN environment, 
Automatic Voucher Writer Module which gene 
Voucher and Accounts Payable Voucher. 
Access Security Module which limits access and generates audit trail of user's 
activites, 
Balance Sheet reports as to monthly, comparative and all months. 
+ Powerful Income Statement and Cost of Production, 
‘+ Actual vs. Budget vs. Prior Years on a monthly or cumulative basis, 
+ Monthly, Quarterly, Date-Range, Comparative or All Months Analysis 
+ With Percentage Analysis. 
+ With Tabular Analysis as to Department or Division. 
+ Per Department of Consolidated as to Division, Branch or Companywide 
\VATIExpanded Withholding Tax Report, Withholding Tax Form 2307 printing. 
‘Supports foreign currency conversion during generation of reports, 
Unlimited department (responsibilty centers). 
© Unlimited subsidiary ledgers for Balance Sheet account and with consolidation, 
User-formatted Balance Sheet (three levels), Income Statoment and Cost of 
Production (two levels). 
Choice of 8 budgeting methods to speed-up preparation. 
+ Flexible user-defined financial reporting perlods which allows 12 or 13 month 
periods. 
Complete with dropdown tables to ease GL system operation. 
Complete with utilities such as changelconsolidate code, recover ilegal entries, 
Import utility for consolidation. 
Al reports can be saved on most common file formats such as Excel, Lotus 
123, HTML, Word, SOL, ete. 
Reports viewer for all saved reports such as: Balanco Shoot; Income Statement; 
Cost of Production; Trial Balance; Schedule of Subsidiary Accounts and 
Consolidation; General and Subsidiary Ledgers; Transaction Regi 
Expense and Cost Distribution and Value AddedMWithholding Tax. 
Client-Server 
‘+ Open Database Connectivity (ODBC) to commonly used platforms: WindowsNT, 
Unix, AIX, Liew 


Journal Voucher, Check 


NG 
NC. 


Also Av: 
Depr. General Ledger System v6.3. 
+ Simplified Payroll System v.W6.2 
+ Simplified Payroll System v6.3 


ble 


a Inventory Managemont-Usage v.5.0 

+ Fixed Asset System v.20 

« Inventory Management & Control v5.0 

+ Accounts Receivable System v.50 (Integrated System of Inventory, 

‘= Accounts Payable System v5.0 Receivables and Payables) 

‘+ Markatplace Manager System v6.0-Ente Marketplace Manager System vS.0-Prot 
(Integrated System of Billing and (Integrated System of Sales Invoicing] 

AR and Warehousing Module.) 


r 
ÎE SYBASE. procu aso oe 


USA BRANCH: 
AE 27019N Springtreo Piace 
Valencia CAB ISE 
T enaa 
BB ayas 
E fo@acctgsottcom 


se, Orges Center, Pasig Cty 


I B: | “TUESDAY, JULY 10;.200 PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER = 
ae ae E N ACT OLSON, AE Tacen eiie, Pe ala 


feria "DEADLINES 
mamn for reservations / cancellations / corrections 


A Mondays to Saturdays Sundays 


ERS mmie a Oo The Widest Reaching Classifieds 12:00 noon 12:00 noon 


SST can ma enetatondeccm Day before publication every Thursday 


PROFESSIONAL PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE ‘TRANSPORTATION EL GREC 
ICES FOR SALE FOR SALE RENT 'O SHIP MANNING 
— a“ tlt = & MANAGEMENT CORP. 


A. CHARTERING 
MANAGERISHIPBROKER 
T ‘i AUTO AIRCON TECHNICIAN ; : 
PHYSTCARH/SURGEON UPAT Banay OTHER AREAS auaa eny FRUNONG EASY FAST VERY 4.5% Fast Cor Loan 36TT2A2A AUTO AIRCON TECHNICIAN Experienced in international dry/wet 
Business Personal Gigl/All chartering and S+P 


STD & PROSTATE CLINIC LIPAT BAHAY 824-1227 CanyonWoods Bingas 7.5M Woodside Witla 915-5177 8903461 loc. 25/23 2% w/o taking car 3670169 B. ASSISTANT CHARTERING MANAGER 
Manila 5217069 Owing negOS17-6143782 Montgomery Nr. St. Lukes * Must have basic knowledge of 


Seb) SR) ESE CR a TST TMM 2 wio taking car 7262780 chartering/trading terms 


sLAGUNA BEL-AIR 3e 
VOSTO CLINIC Te17s071 LATOM up 2-388 wiprig = ‘Cook 1Yaya 726-1266 || C. CREWING MANAGERS 


i whotaking Car 7220021 eee * Experienced in ir 
hango oc, 2 Pano REAL ESTATE Joann 912-5775 100 Fed Pig cR te. 2% "OTaking ORDS a Experienced in international crew 


San Juan Ne. Xavier School 3004m? + Vat + 815-0298 S Lady 9114699/9115395 management 
FOR SALE | o Ee * or has attained Master/CM license and 
ARCHITECTS 


110sqm Tektite Fitted WTD: Yaya/H.Maids/ status on international vessels 
— 2st Na-Ca 815-0298. 25, wiotaking Car 3646928 Cook, Fam. Cook 660-458 
MANILA Annapolis Greenhills 388 ————— 


i All applicants must be 
wt Vew = 620-2267 x 
Zatem Gri Fu Bonk wih m TETTE |] computertinterneviemail iterate. Boing 
Namn multilingual is an advantage 
Pan! Bg Porn 7202005 ee ‘OTHER AREAS srtoons court arracr2sea _ MEMS FOR SALE gery Assistant 9182923 Send all bio's/CVs to email: 
tan / Bldg. Permit 7262605 RET 209-0001 / 200-0088 6459392 Urgent Pasig egsmm@elgrecomanila.com 
630,70 corer Blumentet | cont Specs 4. feo 157 ee Fall discretion 
CousTHUCTON F.Huorias 4262998 rte Near Espana Mia. PASADENA ORIVE 2 STY Kamias i Suesouazsto8 DFG Stat 9134670-Ms.Gan TORREA 
DESIGN ae, Ne Fuad Zo a E ad ee 
QUEZON CITY OFF AVENIDA NR RAON BLDG OFC STAFF 9134470 JELLY 
BUSS OST TEL TESTE 


We Build Houses 4178012 MUNTINLUPA ‘x LabradorPups931-5401¢ —————— 


" 5 Deparment of Heath 
eosmeroroGY Resi! Off, & Warehse TERESOUN JOSE R. REYES MEMORIAL MEDICAL CENTER 
exe OG Hal com LA PLEASANT IL wind aoe mom MALE cmamps enamp OFC STAFF 9134470 Joyce ‘Mania 
Gomi Arca, doom Frnt” aso We Gps Fomos Owners Sones TRANSPORTATION UPS 392 PI sep SHI | ————————— INVITATION To BID 
FACIAL SKINCARE Nen toom avans Gre 8903461 loc. 27 Fingering. lor sale- Cali OFC STAFF"9134470 Aynae FOR THE SUPPLY OF FOODSTUFFS 
aanalWarshee ad aA ata CE eME TASUS Gr aeoaea Perr R Sa 
8960091 LAOT OR B971652 a a quezon eY SEPTEMBER DECEMBER 2001 


= og rar tess fon Jy 12-8 
ae rcs TE aati Scare ge a 
La 


comm. LoT 162 sam 


1onrienes al 4186212 tron payen cl povrelnaais oe 0500 
susgememiosino | “ret cores ua ee hes oy 1201 at 
BE stim 2443937 Capitol Homes ac Bench, longish br, tI ne Diary Department goons Noon, AMC, 
(ciclo ead usm sBisum Call 0919-4227854 weighs PST 09179734946 gaa 
Lose Weight Safely 8376068 — — Pan ome cent Department, ground Noor, JARKIMG, not later than 
Corinthian Gardens, 0.0. BMW 3201 BBSIG Suno! Babe Auntsseraoussn-sauea If 1000 ame say 262001; afer wach ime Ihe sama 
Summing Program 21-9688 4 Unt Bik 14 Lot 3 Casimiro _ POSTA * Cal 6382416 Euro OOT Neg. 731-2048 oe | es 
{tines Papa tone ah uull Sp. Se Lia Roy 7136116 RPMI RESERVES THE RIGHT TO ACCEPT OA 
Bor hep TISA BOOST AsOn? 230? ————’ REJECT ANY BID, WAVE ANY INFORMALITY OR 
oe 2 Cig 0 uso zat, - —— BEFEGT AND ACCEPT ANY BIO WACH 1S MOST 
# Abas Santos 1217816019 : come ROVANTAGEOUS To THE GOVERNMENT 
oe = EDSA be > Ave & Timog em SOP ers 7 aaz (God) MA ALICIA M. Lt, M.D. 
0% Org 2501947 J Tn Oe Me oad soos iar araoa “as TICES aa, 


ASK AMES me 24H SERVICES House & Lol 4 Sale 4550? STRIKEMASTER 
8521874 100% HOSME 165i Makati Ave.. 890-1030 ELN Bowling & Olllards 


Tandan Sors ‘Sales & Rentals T-9341569 
‘Ask DJ 0919-5973709 (M) ita 755m Call Tel. # 634-8160 FOR SALE 


Tu omer gaca UPOAM, 208 ZTB wirge S4Grace210T/99Grace200T SEERE 2nd Hand CONTAINER 

mog cor. Mother Ignacia 9206694/9251345-49 S8Grace 40T 1551s 390391 mle ~ 

BUDDYFLEX MALE SERVICES ai aoe n doth 

EDRO MEAT eH lise & Lot 4 Sale 0.8.0. Call 634-8160 Canaga/Europe and other f WAN MOBILE OFFICE, STEEL SCAFFOLDINGS 


fara Maan 
—_—_—_— RA LA O w | m apy & DEFORMED STEEL BARS 
‘Escort Masseur Vinz 8513462 POM 15251527 RIZAL B/SELL FUL PD EDUC PLAN immigrant/Student VISA Grade 60, Sizes 28, 32 & 36mm 


Contact Tel. No. 723-8408 ask for Jho 


(01 suy 10.81.2001) 


a 42 7137284*09177939632 Assignee. Cell, Marikina 
European Giri 09179824530  RES/COMM'L - 175 SOM PRRIWAQUE seuestazsovsebesta 275T ———————_Maln lice $342070 / 71 / 


S ODEL ROSARIO gy Salnt Anthony. Cainta Rizal 
Tinie a NLOPEZ mD, P2300: G88 240 


neg comp acesries 3303315 
H-H-M-S MALE 7314018 TELS 2536591 & 2536596 


s BUYING ROLEX aake =a 
‘OTHER AREAS 


eet NOTICES 
Male #16 Palanan 7320859 VILLAGE, Paranaque 
— TOSA MANDALUYONG SBeirooms: srol 8 Sai- Besta P2407 Neg, BUSINESS 
om. momgarage, 671-3535 » 733- OPPORTUNITIES 
Thupte Mage 0916-3148740 oo som ¢ ponor new up (208 eomgeage, 671-3838 = 753-9807 


= DAGUPAN BONUAN FODDSHOP 
Meralco Vil Dasma Cavite between Sam. MERCEDES —— __ meets DEALERS n 


sm Tel Es une Bonuan Boneless 
REFLEXOLOGY mm Mag sam “Te ga0aras Tal na. 812-4820 / 6578120 mpana Donants zs fume, Somat, Bae SEMI TC aC AOR, 


TOWNSCOUNTRY Southville ‘wen ery "98 MB1000 39ST 390-3315 a; ig glume bors, Cal a Sains, your Iove lor God and 


ae Á cess aclos powers: 
D’Millenium wF T-9347633 Gige 8903461 loc. 2725 PTT DUPLEX 48A 2TB tog nice Showroom + 634-8160 EARN $ WELY 09163340383 Diaes waad on your word, 
ee E utzon 275 Ermin Barela -na an PRAYER TO THE HOLY gent Y ou wers ovar realy 1 
Scorpion Massy 4372642 Grid now abr 2M4 9467112 CUBAO nr Aurora 426-2998 mrsusisi Enans enmare PAAGA TO TME MOLY SPINT- Spear rw rouna or 
— mmu Tmel Opor 7 Eam mom, S cveing and show me tha anaa. Enouuraged by Is 
r ~ È Travel Oppor / Eam from way to reach my ideal. You who -OUG | plore ol you fo ot 
g TUTORIAL LESSONS ri STLCR GLX LTD Ed ies dan Home 8531008 5252030 pa me me dee pi t pwe lain for me (reques). The are 
é a State rn PHT pua 33 Fore GASSES IDA 227833 aru weg scone 2. yr may maure 
j new 525 iim an wo’ ma bat armed oven 50, ou 

Woodside N Mia 9155177 man Tana Opporamnyne rom sss fy a Suet iracas: © gonto ad 
MSAN Home 60816 derosassson Sut dome, vant -wag gwer ful o Ravan Sympa 

STERN TUTORIAL 7: MANDALUYONG ome GSioste CIES You or everig 20d conim 
WESTERN TUTORIAL 7521756 Els2sd650t / 2536698 Makati-Olympia/BSA/PP1 ‘once more that | never want to be "Y, Whisper my petition no he 


1 made P1.5M last 3 mos. 1 ‘ate of the Sweet iant Joss, 
Sid-28A TOT up 8114440 {made SN tat 3 mos;1 apace rom You, m maan 23 la Sweat iat Jos, 
Re eet eee rior Satna U Spe tt es See be pay 


14 tape note wr 
Tadsan nr Mega 800-850 es aes on Fa fy ted vaes m Yor Ppa eat eve yours- hal 


RTW 4 Tiange Bazar 3738821 Gon. Aen CORA you very mach for the graces) 


LA Luz 526821670 1800 SOM HSESLOT 


HOUSEHOLD 1085 No Down Payment 
SUE RTA enwan peat SRS 
BEST MAID THttenzmrrisogg "1€ 0909461 loc. 27 825 (Call 97-1243 17-918865 ate Q7CROWN ROYALE REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 


——— PARANAQUE Saloon P8707 Neg A1 Cond DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENSE 
GREENWOOD HEE 8 LOT Tel. 8220329 + 4337772 
F TF a STUDIO 3290M W) Parkin 
Ffficlent, Trained Maids i teetara Gov. Place Shaw 395-3817 GENERAL HEADQUARTERS. 


OR tn ae ae SINEW Thes 3BRSTB wise REPIEEPREVIU ARMED FORCES OF THE PHILIPPINES 


z: Various Mandaluyong w2 terrace 2 car grge wi Camp Gen W ido, Quezon Cih 
AM GAN-DA24 / 25 Rowena Toynnouses 534-8010 Joo dsm. Gm Hos Subd sued re ean ome 


K ANNIVERSARY PROMO x v: Sucat 720375759 (Mhel)  g7ntaharlica Sunit 9seater 
N a INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


quezon my 4030 P180 Cal 846-7687 
Lowest Office Fee &, ad se 

provid Gly AN Around H E mse 
Maids Cook {ed H's Boy Baler ac 1300 witee Retin g - The Armed Forces of the Philippines invites all manufacturers to apply for eligibility 
nae oo Na) aT L280 2Siny Cal 926-1469 eee eres TBE ooon lum Dropsg ovr J 80910 bid forthe SUPPLY AND DELIVERY OF SQUAD AUTOMATIC WEAPONS, 


‘SOMERSET Condo (Pasay) P1507 Vic 8903461 Loc. 27 with an approved budget of One Hundred Three Million Six Hundred Fifty Six 


G'meadows tr J pkg ` 
ads ten peg RUSH SALE ZBR ocen | QUEN GY Thousand Pesos (P103,656,000.00) under the AFP Modernization Program. 


a gSa LOMNeg) Brokers ‘Only bids from suppliers who are themselves the manufacturers of said equipment 
ls oe UT fi cal Rely TRAE 
mt Kner OITA opel Hoa Subd PM Mee ETag OC AUR STB 092-8065 Nice shall be entertained 


Home Maid Specialist —————— „em Bid documents will be available for issuance starting July 11, 2001 during office 
(Ue Now Manila se7m* wss Ẹ PASI san aaa oi Stal i 


nenu eee hours at the BAC Secretariat, Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff for Capability, Materiel 
Low Rate Maid 9288862 and Technology Development, 39, AFP, 3rd Floor, Bulwagang Mabini, Camp General 
PACIFIC n Ge Emilio Aguinaldo, Quezon City upon payment of Ten Thousand Pesos (P10,000.00) 
E Oaa eS toeee Novaliches 3607 78958050 4 Ünit for Rent 634-8160 LarCorse 8279483 4328295 which is not refundable. The form of payment will be in cash or cashier's check. 
rae a Ne Roligon stew 260 Crisanta 28A 4.2M Anshi BOE i A Pre-Bid Conference is scheduled on July 24, 2001 at 10:00 a.m. (local time) 
adh Fata OY POOT hecpereONB 412-1829- 0017-791 4360 at the Armed Forces of the Philippines Commissioned Officers Club (AFPCOC), 
ef x oe ad Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City. 


a a Bin S886 LEST Pea Deadline for submission of applications for eligibility statements and the bid 
vaa T-0207002/64 Ole. ~ Ema a aas asasi envelopes is on August 15, 2001 at 9:00 a.m. (local time) and followed by the 
a ene o RII, Nan Coaster Bus 440-81-71 f Opening of Bids at 1:00 p.m. at the Armed Forces of the Philippines Commissioned 
1 = z 
‘CHEAP LBAHAY 9260424 Ensina SEGOE SPACE Fortes macesoumaozsazzs | Officers Club (AFPCOC), Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City. j 
CLOSED ALM VaN AAS Cainta, na! Lazon 20m 2H" GTR BSM * 9203267 TT The Armed Forces of the Philippines reserves the right to reject any or all bids 
SOT Call 656-2410, Ortigas Ote 39 00-1290 1200 T 4161105 / 7411356 fond to waive deficiencies embodied therein without assuming any obligation 


L-BAHAY 838374215447509 ——————— ssinornoneaor a? ent t2-1028 me 100/ HIACE 641-1858 | whatsoever for any expenses or losses that may be incurred by the bidder in the 
Snlatefodry S60T 990280 Nara His SBR 412-1625 


is f bid. 
LBAHAY 7113540 preparation of the bi 
San Watt a Pe nan SELF-DRIVE (Sgd.) LTGEN ROY A CIMATU AFP 


peT 2908 F 
L-BAHAY 712-16-92 SLE TAATA serra un ar aenooet RSG S300eZer00a TaS The Deputy Chief of Staff, AFP 


i i Chairman, BAC 
rao pase Ter iih 2 
a Se eA . So 


UESDAY, JULY 10, 2001 | y: 
n 


Fer P230 per column centimeter 
Foor AN prisos eshnive of E-VAT) 


o a DEADLINE 
fas for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
males Monday to Sunday 
12:00 noon 

Day before publication 


“Happy are those who are humble; 


They will receive what God has promised!” 4 In MEMORY OF THE 
Salvador “Doding’ L. Carlos SECOND DEATH ANNIVERSARY 
Pen July 8,2001 atthe age of 68. OF THE LATE 


His bereaved wife; 
Gigi 


Anna & Sam, e Reina & Cito MARCELO BRIONES FERNAN 


E A | 24 October 1927 - 11 JULY 1999 


Brothers, sisters and in-laws 


E S: Holy Masses will be offered on Wednesday, 11 July 2001 


and Cristina & Tony 
Fely, Chitong & Marica, Ben & Cleofe, and Monching in the following c hurches: 


Cousins, nieces and nephews and other relatives, 
request the reader to remember in their prayers X z 
this good and humble man. j CEBU Manna 


His body lies in state at the Shrine of 


a 
| Cebu Memorial Park 5:30PM. Our Lady of Mount Carmel 7:00 AM. 
BS Santo Rosario Church 5:00A.M. — SanctuariodeSan Antonio 12:15 & 6:00 PM. 

ay Redemptorist Church 7:00A.M. St. Alphonsus de Liquori Church 6:00 PM. 

PESA San Nicolas Church 7:00 A.M. CEBU 

i—i wy Cebu Metropolitan Cathedral 7:30 A.M. Mabolo Parish Church 0 PM. 
Basilica del Santo Niño 8:00A.M. San Vicente Parish Church (Bogo) 5:00 P.M. 
Capitol Parish Church 12:15 P.M. Guadalupe Parish Church 6:00 P.M. 
Seine reac | St. Therese of the Child Jesus 12:15P.M. Sacred Heart Parish Church 6:00 P.M. 


our dearest TATAY on his 
First Death Anniversary 


‘ESTANISLAO VARGAS MARASIGAN | Please join us in prayer for the eternal repose of his soul. 


June 22, 1915 — July 10, 2000 


The family and relatives request the pious readers 
to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


Masses will be offered at the following Churches 


on July 10,2001: A a Na er 
Parish of St. Isidore An obituary = a FR, RAIMUNDO E. ARGARATE § J 
, Batangas 6:00a.m. ‘th ‘el a we 
m of the Child Jesus Parish6:45 a.m. ee pie are 


BF Homes, Phase Ill, Parañaque 7:00pm. | can be a fitting 
Resurreccion Parish j h Sea 
BF Homes, Phase I, Parañaque 6:30am tribute to your 

Funeral Mass: at 8 p.m. on Tuesday, 10th July at Oratory of St. Ignatius, 


departed loved one. | Loyola House of Studies. 

Interment: Sacred Heart Novitiate Cemetery, Novaliches, Q.C., 
eg: Dy o oa Aways caring. | immediately after the 8:00 a.m., Mass on Wednesday, 11th July. 
g a PLEASE PRAY FOR THE REPOSE OF HIS SOUL LS 

Aurora Waway A. Rofio Seer ae = 
of San Pablo City ws i i 2 ise? K 
Peacefully joined our Lord on July 6, 2001 2 A MESSAGE OF THANKS g ” CAPT. FRANCISCO P, ARCIAGA * 


at the age of 87. 2 We, the family of the late (Retired) 

Her loving husband Tony Sr. (t); son Tony Jr; 

daughteein-law Lus; grandebildren Eime and | ATTY. MARTIN A. GALIT, SR. | March 27, 1925—July 3, 2001 

Debbie, Ella and Rodel; great grandchildren Passed on to his eternal rest on July 3, 2001 at the age of 76. 
Andrew, Zachary, Lindsay, adopted children and ( who passed away in the Grace of our Lord He is survived by his wife Amanda D. Carrillo; children 
relatives, request the pious readers to pray for the y on July 01, 2001 Orlando. Grizelda, Daisy, Bituin, Ma. Franchetteand 
eternal repose of her soul. 


was called home to the Lord on Sunday, 8 July 2001. 


Wake: Oratory of St. Ignatius at Loyola House of Studies, 
Ateneo de Manila University Campus, Loyola Heights, Q.C. 


wish to express our heartfelt gratitude and sincerest grandsons Toshie, Ken, Andrew, Bryan and Allan. 
Her remains lie in state at her residence, Roño’s appreciation to all those who offered Masses and prayers, | His body lies in state at his residence at 502 M.H. del Pilar St., 
place, San Pablo City. , sent flowers and messages of sympathy andwho, : ee REI 
Interment will be on Friday, July 13, 2001 afterthe 27 3 in countless ways, condoled with and comforted us rane eae: abe bai 


fter the 10:00 a.m. Mass at the St. Anthony of Padua. 
8:00 a.m. Mass at San Pablo Cathedral, : in the hour of bereavement. Z gigia enee peg 


For your Classified Ads 
requirements, call our BENSAN INDUSTRIES, INC. (“BENSAN”), a domestic 


5 corporation, is lawfully engaged in the business of treating, re- THAILAND CAMPUS 
Classifieds Advertisin refining. reprocessing, handling. storing, and/or propery disposin 
dA te l. It is duly dited by the Es via 
ed Waste’ oA Ka Gly ES EY. is EOS A ; ; 
Management Bureau of the Departmen tof Environment and Natural Gemological Institute of America 
PONOSA as a PARS POTE ot SINSA l 
mM: d Jewelr; 
The public is hereby notified that transactions involving the Lesin about Goms ar a 7 
HEAD OFFICE Bune ‘of uesciwast oii for BENSAN, shouid be From the world’s foremost authority in gemology 
entered into directly wit \uthorizations previously granted ‘ar history of excellence in education 
897-8808 892-5578, 811-4361 to other entities have been property revoked. Mats 300,000 students worldwide 
loc. 514, 516 811-4370 Transactions entered into with other entities purported acting aS t Dipl s 
899-4425, 897-2535 on behalf of BENSAN will not bind, and shall not be honored by, The GIA Graduate Gemologist Diploma; 


BENSAN. The public is requested to report incidents involving the most recognized gemological credential 
(Telefax) 897-8425 KALAW unauthorized representations by other entities/persons to Ms. Yvette 


c 528-0213, 527-3342 S. Santos-Tan at Tel. Nos. 364-3896, 364-4859, 364-1696 or 364- Heat GO Program starta duly 20,2001 
UBAO 3 4866, or to write BENSAN at 353 EDSA, Caloocan City, Metro Manila. GIA Th: i 

3 ailand Campus 
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shares of IT firm zs TETEN ge ais 


‘400.000 
000 


By Doris C. DUMLAO SQL Wizard develops and markets 
software and is an Oracle-certifed so- cane, 

INVESTORS yesterday snapped up _ lutions partner. 25 z oey 

shares of software service firm SQL For this year, SQL Wizard is pro- 

Wizard Inc., the first local stock to Jecting a 43-percent growth in net a, imperial naa 

brave the baiered market iis year. -> Ome 1 P5.7 million from the P4 mik- : ae 

"he offering of four million shares oH recorded last year on the back of = 600 h 

cor 20 percent af total equity at PI.7S  28+percent rise in revenue, company Biss 2 Sh 0.6% 

each was fully subscribed on the first CFO Antonio Lasala said. | 230 ares rise U.0°7%0 

day of offering, indicating the market's bi pat Ase pole eia aretan ‘E3000 (From page B1) 

appetite for smaller capitalized compa- "hë company would take the challenge rom page 


or ang one Digger beard in iie 
mies with good fundamentals, traders future, even if SQL Wizard woud ini- 
ae derwriting agı tb tially list on the SME or the PSE's third 
toes Fates hae Geta Orpen ei ay 
alee 
Se weasel yemeni. e pple SME toad open up emis : À 
: period. feast P20 rion to POO lion ia 3 J 
e eie See, momi gues aussas the Scien mid ie ee are er 
). 3 ligron ynomy would avoid a recessie re lier fall compared with that of other 
ue na eenia p KST m pomp a AE A 
PSE president Ramon T. Garciasaid Wizard whose access to local credit is >. ine. ©: "Soe “It means we're not going into a nore a 2.2-percent loss by the Dow 
SQL Wizard was a Ee ey t0 limited, the third board provided a good recession,” said Mike Ordinanza of Jones Industrial Average and the 3.7 
fears ayeery ie een a to source new funds for cA 25 2 PCI Capital Corp. percent fall of the Nasdaq Friday fol- 
ollie expansion Teaia ti tay aieas were lrg roth prin 
MO EAA N le N aa ert) mae A eee ee e cpr Ging mwa 
ieri a E icles Seif a E el are 3 ? company. RFM Corp. Shares of Cos- we've gone down ahead of everybody." 
Ane e ee f ; Peme ba herie os coined sponi sid Visis, sing Oat Wi à Mr 
B e oy baler eea aae Bon REM wil ac pan or allie BA. support of 1380 on te index, he 
ao aea lanl abi ey eargracan tiated Farce aaka ia de teverpesompeny MAE a downside i a bt limiled. AP 
ap aae en epi eeg aged a 
ie Signs ths sen cf rane comming ead eerie Sys for CURRENCIES EE 
techn schooled onleries. 


DISCLOSURES 


ALSONS Cement Corp. cancelled its Aug. 16 special stockholders’ meeting 
‘due to delays in the procurement of pertinent clearances and approvals from 
regulatory offices. 


at a premium to its current market 

Volume fell to 443 million shares but price. à 

value rose to P346 million compared Another gainer was San 

with 1.66 billion shares worth P278 Which is reportedly actively seekingio 

million traded on Friday. acquire Cosmos among other possible 
The market climb also came afler acquisitions. 
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July 9, 2001 
Country Unit Euro Foreign Foreign 
Equivalent currency currency in 

in US$ Peso 

United States Dollar 4.178987 1.000000 52.9010 
Japan Yen 01008359 0.007938 0.4199 
United Kingdom Pound 1.864466 4.411800 74.8856 
Hong Kong Dolar 0.151165 0.128218 6.7829 
‘Switzeriand Frane 0.657538 0.557724 29.5042 
Canada Dolar 0.774362 0.656814 34.7461 
Singapore Dollar 0.645903 0.547855 28.9821 
‘Australia Dotar 598674 0.507795 26.8629 


we Baran Dinar 3.127400 2.652651 40: 
PRUDENTIAL Bank will hold its annual stockholders’ meeting on Aug. 8. 4 Saud Arabia Ral 0.814987 fees atoe 


p.m. at the 3/F boardroom of Prudential Bahk Building, Ayala Ave., Makati City. CEA 028. CA M Brunei Dollar 0.644420 0.546597 28.9155 
Only stockholders as of June 25 ae entitled to notice of and to vote at the meeting z a men msh 0000104 preen red 
sor 5 A Thailand Baht 0.026008 0.022060 1.1670 

PHILTREAD Holdings Corp. will hold its annual stockholders’ meeting on Corp. UAE Dirham 0.321069 0.272331 14.4066 
July 25, 3 p.m. at the Turf Room of Manila Polo Club. Only stockholders as of a2 22 32 Korea Won 0.000915 0.000776 0.0411 
May 21 are entitled to notice of and to vote al the meeting. HOTEL, RESREATION & OTHER SERVICE Euro Ewo 1.000000 0848200 44.8708 
iia o as ss Germany Mark 0.511292 0.433678 22.9420 

CENTRO Escolar University will hold its annual stockholders’ meeting on  anmont Hopo re France Fme 0.152450 0.129307 6.8405 
July 24, 3:30 p.m. at the University's boardroom in San Miguel, Manila. Only Netherands Guider 0.453780 0.38406 20.3614 
stočkholders as of July 3 are entitled to notice of and to voie at the meeting. 2 Ausira Siling 0.072673 006161 3.2809 
eee = Belgium Frane 0.024789 0.021028 3.1123 

TRADING for the shares of Wellex Industries Ine., Universal Rightfield Prop-  Equtabie Waly Lire 0.000516 0.000438 0.0232 
igs Ine., Unioil Resources & Holdings Co. Inc., Sinophil Corp., Finland Markka 0.168188 0.142657 7.5467 

National Construction Corp., Philcomsat Holdings Cop. Portugal Escudo 0.004988 0.004231 0.2238 

State Corp. and Benguet Corp. shall be suspended on July 16 unless ~ sao Spain Peseta 0.006010 0.005098 0.2607 

the companies submit the structured reportorial requirements of the Philippine Lemburg Fame 0.024789 0.021028 1:1123 
Stock Exchange. Compiled by Maricar D. Tolosa, PDI Research sooo Neland Punt 1.260738 1.078092 56.9740 


i: 


Aa 
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MACROASIA Corp. will hold its annual stockholders’ meeting on July 20. 3 
p.m. at the Kachina Room of Century Park Hotel in Malate, Manila. Only stock- 
holders of record as of June 20 are entitled to notice of and to vote at the meeting. 
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Fresh US slide casts pall over Asian stocks 


T 
ae 


pulled down by telecommunications and technology issues. More profit wamings in the United States dampened hopes that a swift 


Ere watch the stock index at Hong Kong's stock exchange, as Hong Kong stocks end the moming session sharply lower, 


global economic recovery was at hand. The Hang Seng index was down 2,99 percent at 12,611 points by the midday break. ap 


‘China immune to global slowdown 


BEWING—Confident despite a slow- 
ing global economy, China said Mon- 
day that nothing could derail its im- 
pressive growth this year—not even a 
hard landing for the US economy. 

State-owned newspapers quoted Qiu 
Xiaohua, the deputy director of the State 
Statistics Bureau, as saying even in a 

| “worst-case scenario,” gross domestic 
product this year would expand by 7 to 
8 percent 

That compared with annualized 
growth last year of 8 percent. Actual 
growth in the first quarter of this year was 
8.1 percent compared with a year earlier 

China is counting on strong domes- 
tic demand to give it immunity from 
weakening export growth. 

So while other export-driven Asian 
economies are being severely pinched 
by a slowdown in the US economy, the 
Chinese economy appears to be operat- 
ing on an entirely different cycle. 

Tt is underpinned by continued mas- 
sive government spending on infrastruc- 
ture, And economists see plenty of scope 
for further pump priming, for instance, 


Sul 


by encouraging the growth of private 
home ownership, or raising incomes in 
the vast and impoverished rural interior 

“Even allowing for the worst-case 
scenario, such as a hard landing for the 
US economy and continued gloom over 
the global economy, China's economy 
is fully guaranteed to grow 7 to 8 per- 
cent this year,” Qiu said, 

“The external environment will not 
have much influence on Chin: 
economy,” he said, adding that domes- 
tic demand accounted for about 93 per- 
cent of GDP. 

jiu insisted that despite the huge fiscal 
stimulus, which kicked off in 1998 after 
the Asian economic crisis, “there is no 
danger of inflation in general.” He said the 
biggest concem was to prevent deflation. 

‘Nevertheless, Qiu said growth in the 
second half would be slightly tower 
than in the first half because of falter- 
ing export growth. He hoisted several 
other red waring flags, including a 
Tower-than-expected increase in farm- 
ers’ incomes and risng unemployment. 

“Also, there is a problem of over- 


‘Along with the powerful in-line 6 cylinder engine, the state-of-the-art acti 
of the stereo system, and the plush Montana leather seats, we've added v 


dealer and ask about the finance plan that meets your needs. For asia 20% downpayment, you can already drive away with the best car in the world, 


Visit any of our authorised BMW dealers for a test-drive, and find out for yourself why the BMW 5 series has been proclaimed by Autocar UK as "the best car in the world." 


investment in some industries, which 
already have a glut in supply.” 

Private Chinese economists agree that 
China's economy is likely to weather 
the global slowdown far better than its 
Asian neighbors. 

“The Chinese economy is fundamen- 
tally reliant on domestic demand,” said 
Hu Angang, a professor of Economics 
at Beijing's Tsinghua University. 

China's GDP growth peaked at 14.2 
percent in 1992 and slowed steadily to 
1999, when it expanded 7.1 percent ye 
‘on-year. But the economy turned a cor- 
ner last year when it grew by 8 percent. 

‘A Reuters poll of regional economists 
on Monday forecast China’s gross do- 
mestic product would grow 7.97 percent 
year-on-year in the first half of 2001. 

Last month, a Reuters poll forecast 
year-on-year growth of 7.8 percent in 
2001 and 8 percent in 2002. 

Exports were equivalent to 23 per- 
cent of China's GDP of 8.94 trillion 
yuan ($1.07 trillion) last year, although 
net exports—exports minus imports— 
accounted for just 2.2 percent of the 
economy, Reuters 


SINGAPORE—A fresh slide in US stock mar- 
kets and fears of more poor corporate earnings 
news cast a heavy pall over Asian shares Mon- 
day and presaged a renewed decline in Europe, 

‘Markets took little solace from a weekend 
meeting in Rome of finance ministers from the 
world's seven richest nations, where the official 
line was the worst was probably over and the 
United States should lead the world back to 
growth next year. 

Brokers and fund managers said stock mar- 
kets were focused on the near-term reality of 
quarterly earnings news and projections over 
the rest of the year, and they were bracing for 
another roller-coaster week. 

Asian stock markets fell virtually across the 
board Monday following another sell-off on 
Wall Street as more corporate profit warnings 
dashed hopes of an economic—and earnings— 
recove 

‘A US report showing the world's largest 
economy lost jobs at a much faster pace than 
expected in June was another bearish factor 
dampening hopes for a rapid turnaround. 

The Dow Jones industrial average fell 227.18 
points to 10,252.68, its lowest close in almost 
three months, and the tech-heavy Nasdaq com- 
posite index fell 75.95 points to 2,004.16, just 
above the key psychological 2,000-point level 

‘Analysts saw little immediate impact in Asia 


from cable television company Comcast Corp.'s 
$44,5-billion stock bid for AT&T Corp.'s broad- 
band cable business, a move that would create 
the world’s biggest provider of broadband com- 
munications. 

‘Tokyo's benchmark Nikkei average fell more 
than 2 percent at one stage Monday afternoon 
with a continued spell of profit warnings from 
US and European tech firms stoking fears that 
Japanese peers might soon follow suit. 

“The macroeconomic picture is not pretty 
and all signs are that it will be even worse a 
‘month from now,” said Hiroaki Muto, general 
manager of investment trust fund management 
at Nissay Asset Management, 

The benchmark Nikkei average was down 
1.72 percent at 12,094.43 in mid-trade. It has 
lost around 20 percent since a year-to-date high 
of 14,556.11 on May 7 at the height of hopes for 
structural reforms from new Prime Minister 
Junichiro Koizumi. 

Hong Kong's Hang Seng Index was down 
2.99 percent at 12,611 in mid-trade, The index 
touched a low of 12,583.33 points, its lowest 
since April. Early losses were led by technology 
and telecom heavyweights. 

South Korean shares dropped to a 10-week 
low by noon, with the Korea composite stock 
price index down 3.22 percent at 559: 


not seen since April 27: Reuters 


IMF has lost credibility, says 
Nobel prize-winning economist 


ROME—The International Monetary Fund has 
lost credibility, according to Nobel prize-win- 
ning economist Robert Mundell, adding that it 
is up to the G8 to work at the world’s problems 
alongside the United Nations 

“The IMF and the World Bank have lost 
credibility, especially the former that protects 
investors rather than helps debtor countries,” 
Mundell was quoted as saying in an interview 
with Milan's Corriere della Sera newspaper. 

Mundell, who won the Nobel Prize for Eco- 
nomics in 1999, said the G8—the United States, 
Britain, France, Germany, Japan, Naly, Canada 
and Russia—should set up a research center to 
study the world's problems and how to solve them. 

He added that the mandates of the IMF and 
the World Bank were insufficient to deal with 
the world’s current problems. 

“We've got to be realistic. The onus of mak- 
ing progress is on the richest nations with 
America, Europe and Japan at the head. It's up 


Actual model available may differ from this pietura 


and safety features, the 5-speed automatic transmission, the concert-hall acoustics 


other reason for you to enjoy a BMW 523ia today. Simply visit our authorised BMW 


to them to guide globalization with clear and 
visionary leadership,” he said. 

‘The G8 are due to meet in Genoa from July 
20 to 22. 

Mundell said he hoped the summit would 
work to increase transparency in global capital 
movements and to coordinate exchange rates in 
order to pep up the world economy. 

In answer to the thousands of anti-globaliza- 
tion protesters whose often violent marches now 
almost routinely accompany big international 
‘monetary meetings, Mundell said only some of 
the world’s problems could be blamed on glo- 
balization 

“More often they are problems caused by 
imbalances and local tensions or by political 
shortcomings,” he said, 

“Globalization is irreversible because national 
economies are ever more interdependent. The 
problem is that it caught many countries and 
international institutions unprepared.” Renters 
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Globe offers more interactive 


landline text service 


GLOBE Telecom made a huge 
impact on the Philippine text mes- 
saging scene when it pioneered 
the Philippines’ first-ever text 
messaging service through 
landline telephone. 

Previously, text messaging was 
a service available only through 
cellular phones, but Globe 
‘Telecom changed all that with the 
launching of its Globelines tele- 
phone service of the “Globelines 
1-900-TXT”. 

“Bringing text servi¢e to 
landline users, Globeline 1-900- 
TXT is a first in the Philippines. 
Our introduction of text service 
via landline is in keeping with 
Globe Telecom's thrust to’ con- 
stantly offer our customers the 
latest innovations and ground: 
breaking industry advancement: 


said Venancio Chan, Globe 
telecom assistant vice president 
for fixed network marketing. 

Chan adds that Globe 
Telecom's landline text messag- 
ing enjoys significant advantages. 
Globelines subscribers can send 
and even receive text messages 
from all Globe cell phone users, 
and enable subscribers to access 
exciting information services. No 
activation is required. 

“Unlike other landline text ser- 
vices in the country today, 
Globeline subscribers do not have 
lo apply or register separately for 
their text service. All our 
Globelines subscribers that are 
NDD-activated are automatically 
capable of sending and receiving 
text messages with Globelines 1- 
900-TXT,” Chan said. 


10 HANDYMAN STORES INAUGURATED 

Handyman, the do-it-yourself hardware store chain of Robinsons, 
formally inaugurated its 10 new outlets for 2000. The grand inaugural 
held at the Manansala Hall of Manila Galleria Suites was highlighted by 
a symbolic lighting ceremony. Little houses representing Handyman 
outlets were mounted on a panel and lit simultaneously with the 
corresponding branch locations. The ceremony was led by Willy T. Co, 
President of Robinsons Handyman, Inc. (RHI); Mary Harper, general 
manager of SC Johnson and Son Inc.; James L. Go, president of JG 
Summit Holdings; Ronnie T. Ong, RHI general manager; and Benjamin 
Co, RHI vice president. Handyman now has 30 outlets nationwide. 


LIONS CLUBS DISTRICT VICE GOV PROCLAIMED 
Past district governor Mariano Chan (right), chair of the Lions State Council 
‘of Govemors, and District301-A1 (Manila) governor Frank Ching Solay (left) 
proclaim Robert Roque Jr. as vice governor-elect of Lions Clubs 
International District 301-A1 at the close of the 52nd Multiple District 301 
Lions State Convention held recently at the Baguio Country Club. 


2 iY A 
BEAVERTAILS’ KIDS-EAT-FREE DAY 

BeaverTails Pastry recently launched its Kids Eat Free Day 
simultaneously at all BeaverTails outlet In SM Manila and 
Southmall, Glorietta 4 (cinema area) Ayala Center and Festival 
Mall Alabang. BeaverTails are fresh, warm pastry treats made from 
a blend of whole wheat and other natural ingredients. Tails are 
Served with top quality, scrumptious, sweet and savory toppings. 
As seen above, BeaverTails mascot served the kids their favorite 
Tails Chocolate Hazel Nut. 


Text messaging via landline 
can be done with subscribers 
using the telephone’s number 
keys to compose and send text. 
To transmit text messages, 
Globelines subscribers have to 
dial the access number 1-900- 
898 (or 1-900-TXT) on their 
telephones and follow the 
simple voice instructions that 
they will hear. 

Using the number keys, 
Globelines subscribers can choose 
to send ready-made messages or 
compose their own messages. To 
compensate for the absence of a 
visual display when composing 
text messages, the Globelines 1- 
900-TXT service announces each 
letter or instruction as encoun- 
tered by subscribers while keying 
in their messages. 


ia 


ADASIA DELEGATES VISIT RP 


Five officials from the steering committee of AdAsia 2001 Taipei visited the Philippines and encouraged the 
advertising industry practitioners to attend the Asian Advertising Congress. The delegation consisted of chair 
Longmen Hu, deputy executive directors Ciark Huang, Raymond So, Johnny Tuan, and secretary-general Jonathon 
Chen. The AdAsia delegates gave a short briefing on the congress’ program and speakers, as well as the culture 
and cty attractions of Taipei at the general membership meeting of the Association of Accredited Advertising 
‘Agencies-Philippines (4As) at Acceed Center, Makati City. Shown are the delegates from AdAsia 2001 Taipei 
during the welcome dinner by the AdBoard directors at Kamayan Restaurant, Makati City. Seated (from left) are 
Angge Suiza, Jonathon Chen, Johnny Tuan, Susan Dimacali (AdBoard chair), Longmen Hu, Raymond So and 
Clark Huang. Standing (from left) are Joe Sy, Boy Pangilinan, Jun Alcantara, Alvin Manacsa, Oski Valenzuela, 
Egay Navaita, Afif Khodr and Mackoy Villaroman. 


Westminster on career talk outreach 


THE PATH to prosperity is 
paved with the right career 
choice. This is the gist of the 
career outreach program 
Westminster Colleges of the 
Philippines (WCP) conducted 
among selcted commercial and 
industrial firms in Antipolo 
City. 

“In view of the ever-increas- 
ing cost of education, we have 
taken the initiative to be one with 
the school’s immediate commu- 
nity to share our insights in career 
choices,” Arlyn Grace Guico, 
WCP president, said. 

The career talks were con- 
ducted during lunch breaks of the 
Antipolo City-based companies. 
The novel idea was welcomed by 
the employees who sat down with 
school officials to validate their 
views about career paths for them- 
selves and their dependents. 

Among the companies who 
participated in the WCP-spon- 
sored outreach activity were 


officer. 


ents 


Jollibee, McDonald's, Marfis 
Garments Corp., and Snow Down 
Garments. A total of 600 employ- 
ees benefited from the talks led 
by Jay Comendador, WCP fac- 
tulty member and administrative 


“Westminster Colleges of the 
Philippines will continue to 
serve the community in various 
ways. The career talks outreach 
is just one way of guiding par- 
to optimize precious 
resources for their children’s 
education,” stressed Guico. 
WCP offers Bachelor of Sci- 
ence in Business Administration 
major in management marketing, 
banking and finance, Bachelor of 
Science in Accountancy, Bachelor 
of Science in Criminology. Bach- 
elor in Elementary Education, and 
Bachelor in Secondary Education 
major in English, mathematics 
and health and science. The cam- 
pusis located at 150 M.L. Quezon 
Avenue, Antipolo City. 


BASF ASEAN EXECS VISIT LOCAL BASF 

BASF marketing executives from the Asean region recently 
visited the Philippines to observe the various marketing 
initiatives implemented by BASF Coatings Inc. (BCP). The 
visitors noted that one of these initiatives--product launches 
targeting independent bodyshops--could be applied to their 
markets. The executives were in the country to witness the R-M 
2K Polyurethane performance demonstration where bodyshops 


owners and painters were updated on the latest technology in 


automotive paints. Leading the tour of BASF's dispersions plant 


Miriam alumni 
homecoming 


THE SOCIAL Work Department of Miriam 
College will have an Alumni Homecoming 
at 9 a.m. on Saturday, July 14 at the Marian 
Auditorium of Miriam College. For inquir- 
ies, call Salvacion Rodriguez, chair of the 
Social Work Department, at 435-9232 or 
435-9240 local 248. The Social Work 
graduates of the institution will join the 
alumni of all the other courses of the col- 
lege department in an event titled “Kita 
Kits, Kapit-Kapit sa 75th,” a kick-off cel- 
ebration of the educational institution's 
mond jubilee. 


Pick Cotton USA 
finalists and win 


IN the ongoing “Quest for the Cotton USA 
Moving Spirits” promotion, every P100 pur- 
chase of Cotton USA labeled clothes or 
Breeze products entitles the consumer to a 
ballot-cum-raffle ticket. Ballots can be re- 
deemed from the store where they purchased 
the item/s, while Breeze product consumers 
can redeem their ballots from any partic 
pating Cotton USA clothing and outlets. By 
encircling their top three choices each for 
“Moving Spirits Tykes” and “Moving Spir- 
its Teens” from a pool of 12 talented 
“Moving Spirits” finalists listed on the bal- 
lots, they can win in the raffle draw 
scheduled on July 26, Win a Sony Home 
Entertainment System, or go on a 4-day, 3- 
night vacation for two to Bangkok with a 
US$500 pocket money. Submit entries at 
drop boxes located at participating Cotton 
USA clothing licensee brands. Deadline for 
submission of raffle entries will be at the 
end of store hours on July 15. 


Seminar on face-to-face 
selling set 


‘SELLING ~ what is perhaps che most impor- 
tant skill in today's business world, will be the 
focus of the “Face-to-Face Sr hing Skills” semi- 
nar of Mansmith and Fie'k Inc. (7236671, 
4164662 or 7222318) July -> 14 at the Man- 
darin Hotel. The seminar a skill-building 
lecture-workshop forentrep: urs, salespeople 
dealing directly with end-consumers, and se- 
nior salesmen with no formal training. Key 
topics to be covered are bet iors and market 
forces that influence consum = buying habits; 
finding out consumer needs and problems; pre- 
sentation and communica” kills; handling 
objections and complaints i+ effective tech- 
niques in closing a sale. 


in Canlubang, Laguna was BCP business development manager 
Ludi Pastor, followed by Jian Jinshi (BASF International 
Chemtrada, Train Hsu (BASF Taiwan Ltd.), John Loi (BASF 
Malaysia), Robin Tay (BASF Malaysia), Moon Jae Yong 
(Sanhwa Korea), Walter Lim (Formosa Paint Co. Ltd.) and BASF 
Philippines plant manager Cesar Domingo. 


CONEXYS, EPLDT AGREEMENT 

Conexys Corp., a Canada-based international provider of advanced communication services, 
has sealed a partnership agreement with ePLDT, the principal vehicle for PLDT's Internet, e- 
commerce and multimedia businesses. Through this tie-up, ePLDT will be able to market 
Conexys' unified messaging service “iComMand,” which will allow users to access their e- 
mail, voice mail, and fax via the Internet, or through a landline or mobile phone, a PC or a 
wireless PDA (Personal Digital Assistant) conveniently anywhere in the world. Photo shows” 
(from left) Ariel A. Roda, co-managing director ePLDT; Ray C. Espinosa, co-managing 
director of ePLDT; Therone S. Yupangco, Conexys Asia Pacific managing director; Joselito 
B. Hermoso, country manager of Conexys Philippines. 


PPS, RECKITT BENCKISER UNITE FOR HEALTH AND HYGIENE 

Reckitt Benckiser, a recognized name in infection control, and the Philippine Pediatric Society, 
an organization acknowledged for its programs that promote child care, join forces to launch a 
program that aims to empower Filipino families against infectious diseases. Reckitt Benckiser 
and the PPS launched an extensive educational drive on infection-control and its essential role 
in the elimination of diseases. A primary component of this campaign educates Filipino families 
onthe different kinds of germs and the illnesses they cause. Itwill then inform these families on 
how they can protect their health and well being through proper hygiene practices. Shown 
signing the MOA were Angel Motomal, assistant brand manager, Ernest Estrada, brand 
manager of Reckitt Benckiser, and Carmelo Alfiler of PPS. 
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Creba shares Pag-Ibig’s twin passions 


BY CHARLIE V. GORAYEB 
National President 

Chamber of Real Estate and Builders 
‘Associations 


WE certainly share Pag-Ibig Fund's win 
Fisions or “passions” of making home 
acquisition affordable to its members 
Jind making housing finance sustainable, 
as articulated by the Fund's president 
Jnd CEO Manuel C. Crisostomo in his 
‘Speech before Creba's 6th monthly 
‘business meeting. 

2 And, undoubledly, we likewise share 
Mer. Crisostomo’s confidence that “conti~ 
‘puing dialogue and cooperation” between 
Pag-ibig Fund and Creba, “along with the 
Whole-hearted support of President 
Macapagal and Secretary Defensor, can 
‘only resultin the fulfillment of our shared 


families. 


Long before the advent of the 
will be 

up with a 

comprehensive package of housing 
reforms that aims to make home 
acquisition affordable not only to Pag- 
Tbig members, but also to the rest of the 
millions of homeless Filipino families. 
We have discussed with govemment 
authorities the main features of the 
Creba home financing scheme that 
envisions a large pool of funds with the 
Teast call on government budgetary 


Valencia back 


as RGV Group 
chief executive 


AFTER COMPLETING [4 years in politics, former 
Oriental Mindoro representative and govemor, Rodolfo 
G. Valencia now assumes the post of chief executive 
officer and chair of the RGV Group. 

‘As new CEO, Valencia vows to participate again in 
the local and international property market and 
support the housing development program of the 
national government. 

RGV Group is composed of about 30 corporations 
‘engaged inthe acquisition, development and marketing 
of real estate properties such ns condominiums, resorts, 
industrial estates, commercial centers and memorial 
parks. 

Tts subsidiary, RGV Real Estate Center is the 
synthesis of expertise, experience and track record 
accumulated for about 25 years of active operations in 
real estate and land development. 

It is considered as the only one-stop-shop real 
estate center serving its clients through general 
consultancy, marketing and brokerage, finance sourcing, 
‘and management, architecture and engineering, research, 
planning and studies, legal research, tax consultancy 
and documentation, surveying and appraisal and 
advertising and promotionsmr. nr or 

‘Valencia intends to extend full support to President 
‘Macapagal's program on housing, particularly in the 
development of multistory, high-rise residential 
buildings for low-income families in Metro Manila 

Valencia was past president of Philippine 
Association of Realtors Boards (Pareb), Manila 
Realtors Board, and Philippine Council for Planning. 
and Housing, and one of the few awardees elevated to 
the Pareb Hail of Fame 

A 1983 awardee of the Ten Outstanding Young 
Men (TOYM) of the Philippines, Valencia oversees 
the entire Region 4 tourism development efforts as 
chair of the Southern Tagalog Tourism Council. 


units. 


outlays for a sustained and systematic 
response to the growing homelessness 
in this county. 

Creba's proposal seeks to provide 
an aggressive, effective response to 
the housing needs of both members 
and nonmembers of the Pag-Ibig Fund, 
the Social Security System and the 
Government Service Insurance System. 
The plan calls for the institution of 
both primary and secondary home 
mortgage financing for the primary 
production of some 500.000 housing 
units yearly, especially for the low- 
income and underprivileged homeless 


‘The chamber has called and continues 
to call on the government to adopt this 
integrated approach to housing finance 
and mount a systematic housing program 
amid an increasing backlog of housing 


During a recent meeting between 
President Macapagal and business 
leaders, Creba had occasion to reiterate 
its continuing call for “a total. systematic 
and long-term approach to the crisis of 
homelessness." 

Only last month, Creba signed an 
agreement with National Housing 
Authority general manager Edgardo D. 
Pamintuan for Creba members to 
undertake joint-venture socialized 


sing projects. 


for our people. 


ated to be 4.5 million 


program? 


NEW LAGUNA BELAIR Iil HOMES 


housing projects with the NHA for low- 

families. Pamintuan viewed the 
NHA.Creba agreement as part of the 
President's “healing mission” under the 
government's program forthe poor and 
the underprivileged sector. The NHA 
will provide equity participation of up 
lo 40 percent of the joint-venture hou- 


Tn his speech, Crisostomo enume- 
rated Pag-Ibig’s moves to provide 
financing to a number of housing projects 
under various programs and schemes, 
seeking the production of thousands of 
units in the next few years. For their 
part, the SSS and the GSIS will undertake 
their own separate housing programs. 
In other words. each institution will do 
its own part in the provision of housing 


Why not place the government's 
housing effort—now scattered or dif- 
fused among a number of agencies 
running indifferent directions with their 
‘own disparate charters—under a unified 
‘command to save time, consolidate all 
available resources, capabilities and 
Facilities, and thus, ensure a much higher 
level of flexibility and efficiency in the 
planning and management of the housing 


Tn the past 11th Congress, we 
supported the passage of a bill creating 
a Department of Housing and Urban 


Development and recommended a 
number of revisions to further ensure a 
unified approach to the housing 
Problem. Secretary Defensor was a 
co-sponsor of the measure during his 
term as congressman. On top of the 
amendments to the DHUD bill, Creba 
tad repeatedly urged the goverment 
to consider its proposal for a compre- 
hensive home financing scheme as a 
most vital component to the housing 
program. 

‘We need not overemphasize the im- 
portance of responding to the societal 
needs of the huge homeless sector, and 
availing of the multiplier effects of 
housing development on other industries 
and sectors, especially the manu- 
facturers of basic building materials, the 
construction sector and the large 
technical and professional services 
‘7 0up, not to mention its impact on the 
creation of job opportunities. We have 
to recognize housing. as economists do, 
as an effective pump-primer of the 
national economy: 

Yes, Creba has all along shared Pag- 
Ibig Fund's twin visions of affordable 
home acquisition and sustainable housing 
finance. In fact, these comprise the 
mainstay, the nitty-gritty of Creba's 
continuing advocacy. Pag-Ibig Fund's 
twin visions may be properly called 
Creba's twin passions. 


Audrey, left, and Daphne are two of the American-style model homes of Laguna BelAir Ill, the 
newest expansion phase of the popular township of housing developer Empire East Land Holdings 
Inc. Audrey is a two-bedroom bungalow with a 51-square-meter floor area. Daphne, on the other 
hand, is a twindevel home with four bedrooms and a floor area of 105 sq. m. Among the new, 
improved features of the Laguna BelAir Ill showcase homes are higher ceilings, a porch, a maid's 
room, an extra toilet and bath, an enhanced kitchen layout and a provision for a carport. 


Builders prefer Delta Synergy 


BARELY a year since it was launched, clamor for the 
Delta Faucet Synergy line has been overwhelming 
with distributors expressing high regard for the 
contemporary faucet line. 

Belvedere Enterprises Inc., a leading distributor of 
high-end bathroom and kitchen furnishings, said Delta 
Synergy is now being preferred by contactors, engineers 
and architects because European-style fixtures are the 
trend among construction professionals now. 

Belvedere Enterprises president Ramon Ronquillo 
said the Delia Synergy line has a more streamlined 
Jook which allows users to experiment on the interiors 
of kitchen and bathrooms. 

Homeowners also enjoy Delta Synergy’ othe features 
such as ceramic or stainless steel ball valve. which does 
not wear out like the conventional rubber gasket to 
‘prevent leaks and drips: the convenience of a single faucet 
handle that dispenses hot or cold water at a mere turn: 


Rescop and the real estate 


BY FLORENTINO S. DULALIA JR. 


MOST of us may have, in one way or another, dealings 
with the real estate industry—house and lot purchase, 
business related dealings or acquisitions, even office 
space/residential or apartment rentals, What makes it 
‘universal activity is that shelter for home or a place 
for business or other related activities is one of a 
person's basic needs. It may even be deemed more 
important to satisfy than love. Iti, thus, no surprise 
that anywhere in the world, the real estate industry 
thrives to satisfy this particular need. 

‘The beginning and growth ofthe industry, though, 
followed a trail of such disorder and irregularity, even in 
this country. The goverment then encouraged the 
establishment of real estate associations as an aid to 
regulating and monitoring its practitioners. Later, a realty 
council was established to help the government lay 
down the rules and processes for real estme transactions 
for the growth of the trade and for public protection 

Under Department Order 97, Series of 1992, the 
trade and industry department created the Realty 
Service Council of the Philippines (Rescop). The 
department order was later amended (DO 122, 1993) 
to enhance the functions of the council and to authorize 
itto admit new members. The Rescop is composed of 
the Institute ofthe Philippine Real Estate Consultants 
Inc. (Ipree), Institute of Philippine Real Estate 
Appraisers Inc. (Iprea), Philippine Association of 
Realtors Boards Inc. (Pareb), Real Estate Brokers 


ONSTRUCTSCOPE= 
Piped-in LPG for Global City 


THE BONIFACIO Gas Corp. has officially been 
commissioned to be the exclusive supplier of piped-in 
LPG (liquefied petroleum gas) to power the cooking 
and air-conditioning requirements of residential and 
business buildings and commercial establishment within 
the Bonifacio Global City through an underground 
pipeline network that meets world-class standards. 
‘The BGC Tank Farm isthe main generating facility of 
said gas willy 


P500M for cooperative housing 


MARGARITO Teves, president of Land Bank of the 
Philippines, hus called on the members of the 
Subdivision and Housing Developers Association to 
‘assist cooperatives and local government units in thelr 
‘avullment of some PSO0-million fund that was recently 
set up by the LBP for the housing needs of rural folks 
under its cooperative housing program. Other 
convention guests were Ma, Teresita Liwanag of the 
LBP, SHDA national president Mariano D. Martinez 

č Home Guaranty Corp, president Gonzalo A, 
Bongolan. 


Association of the Philippines (Rebap), NAR 
Philippines Inc., Philippine Council of Real Estate 
Educators Inc. (Philcore), Philippine Association of 
Realty Appraisers Inc. (Para). Chamber of Real Estate 
and Builders Association Inc. (Creba), National Real 
Estate Association, Philippine Association of Realty 
Consultants Inc. and the Bureau of Trade Regulations 
and Consumers Protection as chair. 

In general, Rescop aims at professionalizing the 
realty service in the country and assist the govemment 
in formulating government policies and programs that 
affect the real estate business. Moreover, it aims at 
fostering a better coordination and closer relationship 
between landownersidevelopers and realty service 
practitioners to eliminate possible sources of conflicts 
that may arise out of any transaction. The objective is 
to safeguard the buying public’s peaceful possession 
and ownership of the real property bought 

‘Among Rescop’s functions are (1) to provide advice 
and/or recommendation (0 the DTI on all matters 
relating/afTecting the real estate industry: i 
studies, policies, programs, projects and act 
will further develop and promote the realty service 
business; (3) to perform other real estate related 
activities complementing or supplementing those being, 
undertaken by the government agencies; and (4) admit 
new council members who can contribute to the 
attainment of its objectives. 

‘The Rescop is at present chaired by lawyer Maria 
‘Teresa Aro-Mahiwo with Domingo D. de Vera and 


Waagner Biro holds 
training for engineers 


WAAGNER Biro Philippines Inc. recently concluded 
a four-week training program on superstructure 
installation for two batches of engineers from the 
Department of Interior and Local Government and 
local government units in the north. 

Held in DILG-WBPI's La Union depot—where it 
serves ns stockyard for bridge materials to be built in 
Regions 1,2, 3 and the Cordillera Autonomous Region 
(CAR)—this training forms the inital leg of the fuil- 
blast installation of modular steel bridges all over the 
‘country under the Austrian-assisted Phase 2 of the 
President's Bridge Program. 

"A hands-on demonstration on superstructure 
{installation formed the main agenda of the taining,” said 
Herbert Maier, WBPI vice president for operations. 

He addled that the firm encouraged the engineers to 
learn more ubout the assembly of a 15 linear meter 
anchor span, linking set, lifting beam and the assembly 
tnd dismantling of u five linear meter eantllever—all 
vital elements in constructing strong modular bridges. 

WEP! vice president for administration and finance 
Ligaya Borcena participated in the training with DILG- 
PMO Gerald John Pacquing, Achlles Orteza, Jun dela 
Cruz, the WBPI training team and the LOU engineers. 


and is five-year warranty on function and finish. 

“When a customer makes a mistake of buying 
inferior quality fixtures because they are cheap, they 
end up spending more money in the long run for its 
maintenance or replacements since faucets ar 
showerheads are permanent fixtures in the house. 
Ronquillo said. 

‘This, he said, was the reason be strongly adheres to 
an iron-clad policy of selling only high-end bathroom 
and kitchen furnishings like imported ceramic tiles from 
Europe, showerheads, kitchen sinks and faucets which 
should comply with Belvedere's standards of durability. 
affordability and stylishness. And the Delta Synergy 
Tine is one brand that measures up to the expectations. 

“With inferior fixtures, not only do the customers 
lose money, they also lose their trust in the store, so we- 
‘believe that providing top-of-the-line fixtures like Delta 
Synergy plays a vital part in our business.” he stressed. 


industry 


Femando M. Miranda as vice chair. The officers are 
Florentino S. Dulalia Jr., president; lawyer Ruben B. 
Palacio Jr., executive vice president; Adriana M. 
Macavinta, VP for consultants; Rodolfo D. Leonen, 
VP for appraisers; Angelino B. dela Cruz, VP for 
brokers; Amelita E. Sarmiento, VP for information and 
technology; and Rafael F. Pula, VP for housing and 
development; Dr. Eduardo G. Ong, board secretary; 
Carolina Q. Alvarez, treasurer; Elizabeth P. Villareal, 
auditor; Celia A. Umali, PRO. 

‘Among the thrusts of the new set of officers are 
to strengthen the council, to give ita more active role 
in policy review and recommendation, consistent 
and diligent advocacy and promotion. Other special 
programs include the revival of the Rescop multi- 
purpose cooperative and the establishment of the 
Rescop Center (business one-stop shop) and Hotline, 
Rescop Foundation, business opportunities for 
Rescop members, dialogues and mass oathtaking of 
new real estate brokers, appraisers and consultant. 

‘The Rescop, in view of its huge responsibilities, is 
preparing itself to take on the challenge of the new 
millennium. It hopes to eventually professionalize 
and maintain the standards and ethics of the the real 
estate service 

‘The Rescop office/secretariat is located at the 
Bureau of Trade Regulations and Consumers 
Protection, second floor, Trade and Industry Buildings, 
361 Sen, Gil Puyat Ave., Makati City. It can be 
‘contacted through Tel, Nos. 896-5788 and 929-2731 
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SOON TO OPEN AT THE BRICKROAD, STA. LUCIA EAST 
The construction of T.G.I. Friday's latest branch at The Brickroad of 
Sta. Lucia East is in full swing in time for its opening this month. 
Visiting the site is the management team of the new restaurant led by 
(from left) T.G. Friday's director for operations Robert Santos, 
marketing manager Therese Reyes, marketing officer Ning Riego, 
‘Alex Dacasin, Lance Eugenio, Al Cordova, corporate chef Marinella 
Marcelo and Raffy Santos. This will be the restaurant's sixth branch 


in the country. 


E. Ganzon builds 
with passion 


E. GANZON Inc.,triple “A” contractor 
of 18 years, revealed its philosophy of 
construction in a recent interview 
conducted with company president 
Eulalio Ganzon. 

Known for its design and building 
capabilities, Ganzon said that when his 
‘company constructs a building, “it builds 
for the future.” He distinguishe 
ween gadgetry and “intelligence.” 
intelligent buildings, Ganzon said, “are 
adaptable to changes over time.” With- 
‘out major modifications, an intelligent 
building should be able to keep up with 
changes in technology so that within its 
lifetime (50 years more or less), it would 
be compatible and ready to host these 
changes within its structure. 

Explaining this point further, Ganzon 

said that the cost of the building 
amortized over its expected life only 
Constitutes about 3 percent of the total 
expenses to operate and maintain the 
building as a rule of thumb. This is the 
reason his company maintains a 
philosophy of building for the future to 
enable buyers of units designed by Gold 
Architects and Engineers, 
(a Ganzon subsidiary) 
and constructed by E. 
Ganzon Inc. 1p save on 
maintenance, repair and 
operating expenses. 

‘As examples, Ganzon 
cited the Taft Tower 
(inside De La Salle 
University-Taft campus) 
now under construction 
and the Skycity, at the 
corner of Ortigas Avenue 
and Edsa. These buildings 
have been designed with 
the versatility of ad- 
vanced techniques in 
engineering and with the 
purpose of enabling te- 
nants and owners to save 
on their water, electric and 
other utility bills. Struc- 
turally, the Taft Tower 
will use the panel wall 
system from the 10th 
floor up and the stee! fra- 
ming system will be used 
in the Skycity. abandoning 
the traditional beams- 
columns-slabs building 
system. The end result for 
these innovations will 
achieve lightness for the 
structure, speed in cons- 
truction, safety and eco- 
nomy for the end users. 

As though to punc- 
uate EGI's building 
“with passion," the com- 
pany has embarked on 


many innovations to benefit its end 
users. Among the many innovations 
recently submitted 10 the Intellectual 
Properiy Rights Office is a “System 
and Method for Reinforced Concrete 
Construction and the Reinforced 
Concrete Structures Produced thereby.” 
This method of construction dem- 
onstrated efficiency in time, cost and 
quality of product and was recently 
used in three completed projects— 
Filipiniana Calapan Hotel in Oriental 
‘Mindoro, Engleridge Microtel Hotel in 
Gen. Trias, Cavite and University 
Suites in Sampaloc, Manila. 

Also just recently, a new invention 
was submitted for patent: “A System 
and Method for Balancing Multiphase 
Electrical Loads and Power Source 
Distribution.” This personal, direct 
involvement of EGI in the things it 
does best so that it puts innovations in 
the service of its technology and 
passion to build will translate into 
bigger savings in electric bills, greater 
fire safety and durability of the power 
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Hornitex Laminate Flooring 


GERMAN MADE. GERMAN QUALITY. 


Extremely hard wearing 
surlace (ery) 


Natural leaking decore 


Quality through and through 


Hornitex Comiort-Collection is 
more than just an alternative to 
standard floor covering: 


* As decorative as genuine wood 


* Wear resistant 
(comparable to ceramic class 4) 


* Easy to care for and solling 
repellent due to Its closed surface 


.# Hyglente and resistant to most 


Packing unit: 
8 elements = 2.012 m’ (area covered) 
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2000 
CORP, 


Telela : 727-6997 


household chemicals 


* With a wood content of more than 
93% "as good as pure wood" 


* Wide varlety of colors to 


choose from 
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hire local contractors and experts in hydropower. 

‘The Dapitan River is broken down into three 
sites: Lower Dapitan river (Barangay El Paraiso, 
‘municipality of La Libertad); Middle Dapitan river 
(Barangay new Siquijor, municipality of Mutia), 
and the Upper Dapitan river (Barangay G. 
Bergamo in Mutia). 

‘Zamboanga del Norte Electrical Cooperative 
Inc. (Zaneco) shall purchase from SB Resco the 


del Norte will soon be the site of the 
construction of a 12-megawatt run- 
of-the-river-type mini hydropower plant. 


Ts DAPITAN River in Zamboanga 


The hydropower project will be developed, 
owned and operated by Smith Bell Resco 
(Renewable Energy Services Corp.). It will also 


You're 
an 


Electrical 


fF WARNING: 


Expert 


You're in good company 
with engineers, architects, 
contractors, developers and 
other fire professionals who 
trust only EAGLE superior 
quality electrical & wiring 
devices for safety, reliability 
and durability. 
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Fuses / Fluorescent Starters / Lampholders / Switches / Plugs 
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WARNING! 


The public is hereby warned of the illegal manufacture, proliferation and 
distribution of fake ABC Tile Grout products in the market under the 
registered name “ABC TILE GROUT”. The genuine ABC Tile Grout solely 
manufactured and distributed by ALLGEMEINE-BAU-CHEMIE PHIL., INC. 
(ABO is a complex combination of various high-grade aggregates, 
cementitious materials and chemicals. The fake products contain only 
white cement. 


To distinguish the genuine ABC Tile Grout products from the fake ones, 
take note of the following features: 


NO VERTICAL SEAL 

The fake ABC Tile Grout 
products are packed in regular 
plastic bags that do not have 
the distinguishing heat seal on 
the back panel 


WRONG LOGO. 

The logo on the fake tile grout 
is distorted, with the letter “B” 
noticeably narrower than the 
other two letters. 


NO SENSOR GUIDE 

Bags ofthe fake products da, 
‘ot havea sensor mark on the 
bottom seal 


VERTICAL SEAL 

Genuine ABC Tile Grout products 
are packed in quality vinyl bags 
With a heat seal running vertically 
down the back panel, 


Loco 
“The original ABC trademark 
onsi of proportionally szed 
fetters set ona rectangular 
refi 


SENSOR GUIDE 

Bags ofthe genuine ABC Te Grout 
products bear a black rectangular 
mark on the lower right corner 


ofthe back panel low 
PIE bottom seal, * 


GENUINE 


The manufacture, sale or distribution of fake ABC Tile Grout products has 
resulted in extreme prejudice and damage to ABC and constitutes unfair 
competition and infringement of ABC trademark and proprietary rights. 
Any person found manufacturing, selling, distributing, possessing or 
otherwise dealing with the fake products shall be prosecuted to the fullest 
extent of the law. 


Please report any information on the source of the illegal products and 
identities of the manufacturers and distributors of the fake ABC Tile Grout 
to ABC's undersigned counsel. 


CHAN ROBLES & ASSOCIATES LAW FIRM 
21/F Philippine Stock Exchange Centre 
Tektite East Tower, Exchange Road, Ortigas Center 
Pasig City, Metro Manila 
Tel. nos. 634-0741 to 45 
Fax nos. 634-0736 & 634-8881 
e-mail: cralaw@chanrobles.com 


power to be generated. Smith Bell Resco, in a 
press statement, said it was doing feasibility stud- 
Jes before going into the project proper. 

If things go as planned, the power plant 
expected to begin operations second half of 2003. 

‘Smith Bell Resco said that the hydropower 
project supports the provincial govemment's 
thrust of harnessing environment-friendly 
renewable energy sources to increase power 
supply availability for household, commercial and 
industrial applications. During recent years, the 
demand for power had been increasing at an 
average annual rate of 21 percent. 

‘Smith Bell Resco also said that the hydropower 
plant would provide the entire power require- 
ments of the soon-to-be constructed Zamboanga 
del Norte Provincial Agro-Industrial Center (ZN- 
Paic). 


ini hydropower plant construction to cost $12M 


In an interview with the Inouirer, Smith Bell 
Resco vice president and COO Ruth Owen said 
the Dapitan River has been identified as a poten- 
tial source of power by the Department of En- 
ergy. The DOE conducted a prefeasibility study 
in the area and had sought private sector partici- 
pants in Dipolog City a year ago. Smith Bell 
Resco expressed its interest. 

Established in 1846, Smith Bell drilled the first 
oil well in Cebu in 1896 and afterward had diversi- 
fied. It now has eight companies engaged in 
shipping, hull and machinery surveys, petroleum 
and petrochemical surveys, heavy equipment 
supplies and energy development projects such 
as hydro, wind and solar. 

“In hydropower costs, one megawatt (re- 
quires) $Imillion (to build) so a 12-Mw plant 
would cost $12 to 14 million,” Owen said. 


Crown Asia maximizes IT potentials 
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WITH AN INTERACTIVE webpage and a full-time 
department handling its information technology (IT) 
requirements, Crown Asia has positioned itself as a 
real property developer that has embraced IT to 
improve its capabilities as well as those of its sales 
networks. 

Readying its sales networks to take full 
advantage of technology, Crown Asia has been 
giving away Internet-ready desktop and laptop 
computers and Palm Pilots as incentives for its 
brokers and agents. 

“By giving our networks the capability to access 
our website and database of lot inventories, we are 
giving them an added advantage to be able to make a 
sale," said Marcelino C. Mendoza, Crown Asia chief 
executive officer 

“After all, the more information that they can 
provide to their clients, the easier it is for them to 
decide on which of Crown Asia's various house-and- 
Jotcombinations,” Mendoza said. 

Brokers and agents can now just ask for 
information on lots and houses through e-mail 

“Our list of lot inventories and the different house 
models is updated every day and this means our sales 
networks can immediately know if what their client 
wants is available, 

Aside from the website and database, Crown Asia 
has also implemented last year the full computerization 
ofall its departments in its main office. By linking the 
offices handling frontline services such as marketing, 
financing and customer service. Crown Asia has been 
able to optimize its operations such as processing of 
papers and maintenance schedules for the different 
subdivisions, 

Crown Asia properties are Maia Alta. The 
Orchard, Cottonwood Heights and Cascades in 
Antipolo City, La Brea in Quezon City, and Nova 
Romania, Villa Alegria and Residenza in Novaliches. 
Point your browsers to the Crown Asia webpage 
at http://www.crownasia.com.ph for more infor- 
mation. 
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The same is true in Kris Aquino's choice 

‘oltiles, Her floor, all covered by Eurotiles, 
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tiles, the tough ceramic tiles, last for 

Buong tine. With over 400 beautiful 
d suit every home, each tile is 
made Using superior European 
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SAY CHEESE. Dr. Tan and staff 
attend to a patient. 


an ortho 
in the mall! 


By CATHY BABAO GUBALLA 
PHOTOS BY BETOY JOHNSON 


OTallchildrenare blessed with 

pearly white teeth and a killer 

smile. For some kids, monthly 
visits to the orthodontist are an inte- 
gral part of growing up. Up until afew 
years ago, a visit to the ortho with your 
child meant sitting in the dentist’s 
waiting room, twiddling thumbs or 
leafing through the pages of a dog- 
earred magazine or book. 

Things have gotten better. The concept of 
ambulatory health care has come to many of 
Metro Manila’s malls so, while your child is 
having his o her braces adjusted, you can do 
the groceries, buy a book or window shop, all at 
one stop. 

‘Among the pioneers in ambulatory health 
care situated in shopping malls in the Philip- 
pines is Clinica Manila, which opened its doors 
in SM Megamall in the mid-1990s. Nearby 
Robinsons Galleria also has several dental and 
medical clinics in what can be called a health 
zone, located on the 
third floor of the shop- 
ping mall. Majority of 
the practitioners spe- 
cialize in dermatology, 
general dentistry oror- OUR 
thodontics. The set-up [ig 
is such that doctors and 
dentists have indi- 
vidual clinics, quite 
different from the us- 
ual one-stop medical 
centers like Clinica 
Manila and, more re- 
cently, Healthway 
Medical Clinics. 
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Medical Clinic in Festival Mall Alabang is one 
of the few health care establishments that can 
boast of a full range of services, including a 
large, comfortable clinic dedicated to general 
dentistry and orthodontics. Healthway, a sub- 
sidiary of Vista Healthcare Asia based in Singa- 
pore, is now the largest ambulatory health-care 
provider in the country. Healthway has several 
branches in Metro Manila—at SM North Edsa 
in Quezon City, Alabang Town Center, Green- 
belt in Makati, in Binondo and in Binan, Laguna. 
‘Majority of the Healthway Medical Centers have 
a full complement of medical services. Some 
branches, like the ones in Alabang Town Center, 
SM North Edsa and Festival Mall are open even 
on Sundays. When the malls are open on holi- 
days, some of the Healthway branches do like- 
wise. 

Within the Healthway clinic at Festival Mall 
are the offices of doctors Rody Tan, Ma. Jocelyn 
“Joji” Tan and Rona Singson Ledesma. Both 
Tan and Ledesma specialize in general dentistry 
while Joji Tan is the orthodontist. 

Orthodontics is the branch of dentistry that 
specializes in the diagnosis, prevention and 
treatment of dental and facial irregularities. The 
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Transcendental Meditation* 
‘A Scientifically Validated Program to Increase 
Creativity, Health, and Happiness 
PE Meditation (TM®) is a simple, natural, 
Ye easily leamed mental technique that allows the mind to | 
‘Hla Hitioess enjoy a state of inner wakefulness, while the body gains a | 
2 ay Meet Yog unique state of deep rest. This natural state of ‘restful alert- 
you might as well shop Irremvcendentat 109 bas boen show by scientific research to: 
‘Meditation to the ‘reduce stress, tension and anxiety, 
juce insomnia, normalize blood pressure, 
increase intelligence, memory and creativity, 
improve productivity and job satisfaction, 
increase energy and younger biological age, 
‘*improve relationships and family life. 
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invention called the mall 


new and relaxing 

way to quickly and effectively bum 

fat without exercising endlessly. 

‘Thermolipolysis is a heat-generating 

system-that safely? ™ 

«stimulates your body's natural 
thermogenic process to burn 
fat faster 

« increases the amount of energy 
you fee! so youi can continuously 
lose fat even after the treatment 

* increases localized metabolism 
and facilitates the dissolving 
offa”. 

* gets rid of water retention and 
flushes out toxins 


With Thermolipolysis, you not only 
burn fat but stop it from being 
stored in your body. In fact, the 
weight you lose is exclusively from 
{fat and not lean muscle mass. When 
combined with Marie-France's other 
body-sculpting treatments, 
‘Thermolipolysis can further intensify 
their slimming effects. 


Experience an all-new effortless 
way to healthy slimming. 
‘Come to Marie-France now and 
turn up the heat on fat with 
Thermolipolysist 
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‘TWO months ago, as I was walking down the 
famous white-sand beach of Boracay, 1 played 
a little game to pass the time. From behind the 
anonymity of my sunglasses, I was categoriz~ 
ing every person I saw into three basic body 
types. The reason I was playing the body type 
game was because someone had recently asked 
me why he wasn’t getting the same results as 
his friend who hall started lifting weights at the 
same time. One of the answers I gave him was 
he did not have the same body type as his 
friend. 
Body types 

‘The concept that all bodies are a combination 
or variation of three basic body types is called 
somatotyping. The three body types are endo- 
morph, mesomorph and ectomorph 

‘A male endomorph is heavy-set, stocky and 
naturally strong (picture an ox). This type of 
male body will easily put on muscle but will just 
as easily put on fat so it tends to be bulky rather 
than chiseled. A female endomorph is rounded, 
soft, voluptuous and also easily gains weight. 

Male and female mesomorphs have athletic- 
looking bodies. They don't have to try too hard 
to look like they are in shape because they are 
naturally muscular and they tend to maintain 
their weight easily. 

Ectomorphs are the long, lean and lanky type. 
‘They have a high metabolic rate and can usually 
eat whatever they want without gaining weight. 
‘They have very little fat but they also don't have 
much muscle, They are small-boned with slim 
arms and legs. 

Variations 

Most of us are variations of the three body 
types. Some people have an upper body that is 
ectomorphic and a lower body that is endomor- 
phic. In other words, a slim upper body and a 
more fat-prone lower body. This is also called a 
pear shape. Other people are the opposite. 

They are apple-shaped with endomorphic 
upper bodies and ectomorphic lower bodies. 
They are the ones who store fat easily in the 
upper body while their lower bodies remain slim. 

‘Sometimes the variation is not as clear-cut as 
having one body type for the upper body and 
another for the lower. There are ecto-mesos who 
have all-around wiry bodies (slim but muscular) 
and there are also ecto-endo’s who have slender 
but soft and rounded bodies. 

Height has nothing to do with body type 
even though we tend to think of skinny people 
{ectomorphs) as being tall and heavy-set people 
(endomorphs) as being short. For instance, my 
sister and I are both the same height and size but 
she is a mesomorph while I am an ecto-endo. 

Genetics and body type 

We inherit our body types from our parents 
who, in turn, inherited theirs from their parents. 
‘That's why our bodies tend to be combinations 
of body types. 

Since families customarily take their summer 
vacations together, I saw examples of this in the 
living flesh in Boracay. For example, I saw a 
family where the first son had an ectomorphic 
body (like the mother) and the second son had 
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an endomorphic body (like the father). The 
daughter was clearly of the mesomorph persua- 
sion so I figured she must look like one of the 
grandparents. 

Body type aside, one of my other observa- 
tions is that slim parents tend to have slim chil- 
dren while overweight parents more often than 
not have overweight children. The slim families 
are usually involved in doing something physi- 
cal like playing volleyball, riding a bike or swim- 
ming while the overweight families were invari- 
ably cating something fattening (ice cream, soft 
drinks, potato chips) as they sat or lay on the 
sand. If they were walking, they were generally 
munching their food. While genetics plays a 
role in whether we will be overweight or not, 
one has to ask whether family exercise and eat- 
ing habits is as big a factor, if not bigger. 


Sports and body type 

Athletes come in all shapes and sizes though 
certain body types tend to excel in specific sports. 
Ectomorphs do well in endurance sports like 
long-distance running. Mesomorphs shine in 
sports that require power and speed like sprinting. 
‘And endomorphs stand out in sports or team 
positions that require bulk. The next time you 
‘watch a basketball game, see if you can identify 
the three body types from among the team 
players. 

Can you change your body type? 

‘You cannot change your body type in the 
sense that an endomorph will always have a 
‘greater propensity to put on weight compared to 
amesomorph or ectomorph. But you can change 
it inthe sense that the endomorph is not doomed 
to being overweight as long as he or she takes 
extra effort to watch calorie and fat intake and 
exercise regularly, unlike the other two body 
types that have a greater caloric and exercise 
leeway. 

‘The guy who asked me the question that 
inspired this column is an ectomorph while his 
friend is a mesomorph. It doesn’t take a whole 
lot of analysis to figure out his friend will see 
faster results in terms of more muscle bulk and 
definition. The ectomorphic guy will have to be 
more patient, work twice as hard and be realistic 
about the results because he cannot compare 
himself to his mesomorphic friend. 

All body types can gain or lose weight but 
the degree and rate at which they do varies. For 
example, all body types will become shadows 
of their former selves after spending a year at a 
World War II Holocaust-type concentration 
‘camp, but the ecto’s will get to the skeletal state 
much more rapidly. The endos and mesos may 
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Looking to learn more about your benefits under your MEDICard coverage? Do you want to be clear on the procedures, ` 
Which allow you to avail of MEDICard's services? Get your information straight from MEDICard's Medical Director, DR- 


NICKY S. MONTOYA every Tuesday. 


FAQs (frequently asked questions) 


Who are the people behind MEDICard? 


MEDICard is the brainchild of its President and Chairman of the Board, Dr. Nicanor D. Montoya, one of the country’s top 
‘wnlogists, Unlike other Health Maintenance Organizations (HMO), MEDICard is being run and operated by doctors. 
Other respected Board of Directors are Dr. Concepcion S. Montoya, Dr. Augusto P. Litonjua, Dr. Rafael S. Recto, Dr. 
Martesio C. Perez, Dr. Belen H. Pe, Dr. Eduardo R. Mercado and Reynaldo S. Tanjangco, CPA. Likewise, most of its 
personnel (hase you ger in touch with daily) are also from the allied medical field. This is an advantage in a sense that your 
needs are being addressed on a professional level and at the same time extended the compassion of trained medical 
personnel who understand the trouble and pains of illnesses or injuries. 


Meet your MEDICard Team 


MEDICan!’s Pediatrician at the Medical City Satellite Clinic is Dr. Anna Liza T. Vidal-Galing. 
Doc Anna is a UST 1991 graduate with specialization training from the Makati Medical Center. She 
is a member of the Philippine Pediatric Society and has been practicing her specialization since 1995. 
She spends most of her free time enjoying movies with ber husband Rimez Anthony and reading 
books, You can visit Doe Anna Liza at the MEDICand -Medical City Satellite Clinic every Tuesdays 
n ia», and Thursdays from 12 noon to 6 PM. 


Contract Signing 


ag) ED! 


THE PHILIPPINE HOME CABLE HOLDINGS, 
TNC. signed its third year corporate healthcare program 
‘with MEDICard on the stormy day of July 0S. Present 
‘daring the ceremonies were (seated L-R) Mr. Luis S. 
Montoya (MEDICand EVP & GM), Dr. Nicanor D. 
Montoya (MEDICaré President), Mz Manel B. 
‘Trovela (Home Cable Industrial Relations Manages) 


survive longer because they have greater fat and 
muscle mass. Upon return to a normal environ- 
ment, all body types will gain weight, but the 
endos will do so faster than the other two. 


Body type vs body shape 

Body type and body shape are different 
things. All three body types can come in four 
body shapes. Borrowing the definition of 
Edward Jackowski, author of “Escape Your 
Shape,” the four shapes are the cone, spoon, 
ruler and hourglass. The cone has wider shoul- 
ders than hips and is commonly found in men. 
The spoon has narrower shoulders than hips 
and is usually found in women, though I per- 
sonally know about three men with this shape. 
The ruler is straight up-and-down. Shoulders 
and hips are proportioned, but there is hardly 
an indentation for the waist. The hourglass is 
strictly a female shape, Shoulders and hips have 
the same measurement, but there is a dramatic 
indentation in the waistline. = ooh 

The terms “apples and pedis” are usually 
used to describe fat distribution patterns: Apples 
have fat-prone upper bodies while pears have 
fat-prone lower bodies. The four shapes men- 
tioned above describe skeletal structure. You 


THE NEW York City Ballet Workout in- 
spired this exercise. It tones the muscles of 
the buttocks and inner thighs. It is called “hip 
rotation” because you rotate the leg outward 
at the hip joint. 

Equipment: 

None 

Exercise technique: 

1. Lie on your back with your legs together 
and straight above your hips. 

2. Flex your feet so your heels are pointing 
to the ceiling. 

3. Keeping your ankles together, squeeze 
your buttocks and inner thighs so that your 


[EXERCISE OF THE WEEK 


Lying hip rotation 


TLUSTRATION: STEPH BRAVO 


cannot change skeletal structure, but you can 
manipulate the muscles on top of your bones to 
Jook like you have changed your shape. 

Attention all gym owners and managers: Life 
Fitness Academy is back! This two-day seminar 
will be held on July 12 and 13 at the Edsa 
Shangri-La Hotel. David Welsh, one of the in- 
dustry’s leading management presenters, will 
talk on “Creating a Winning Team, Success 
through Effective People Management.” Call 
826-0751/2781. 

‘The Association of Fitness Professionals of 
the Phils, will hold a Red Cross CPR Certifica- 
tion on July 21 at the Bahay ng Alumni, UP 
Diliman campus. CPR certification is a require- 
ment for those taking the American Council on 
Exercise Examinations on Oct. 27. Call 842- 
0567. 


Next week: Exercising for your body type 
and shape 


Please write me at PDI Lifestyle or e-mail 
fitness @ibm.net 


PHOTOS, CHTO VECINA 


legs rotate at the hip joint and your toes are 
now facing away from your body. 

4, Release your muscles and retum to 
starting position, 

Performance tips: 

1, Don't focus on moving your toes out- 
ward. Instead, focus on contracting your but- 
tocks and inner thigh muscles to rotate your 
legs for you. 

2. If it hurts your knees, modify by not 
rotating outward as much. If it still bothers 
your knees, avoid this exercise, 

Repetitions: 

Do 10-15 repeti 


and Mr. Nomy Molina (Gotuaco, Del Rosario EVP & 
COO}; (standing L-R) Mr. Voltaie R. Victoria 
(MEDICsrd Marketing and Sales Manager, Mr. 
Robert John T. Chainani (MEDICard Asst. Supervisor- 
Marketing and Sales), Mr. Allan O. Bulaquia (Home 
‘Cable IRD Supervisor}, Mr. Rajah D. Montales (Home 
Cable IRD Staff) and Ms. Susan P. Abing (Gomaco, 
Del Rosario Employee Benefits Supervisor). Home 
Cable has been one of MEDICan!'s valued clients 
since 1999 through their insurance broker, Gotuaco, 
Del Rosario & Associates, Ine. 


We encourage all MEDICard members to voice out their concerns and Issues at hand. BE HEARD AND BE READ. 
You can write DR. NICKY S. MONTOYA at 9/F Sagittarius Bldg. HV Dela Costa St., Salcedo Village, Makati City or e-mail 
him at inquiry@medicardphils.com. For membership inquiries, please call 818-2161 and look for Ms. Joy Mendiola. TEXT 


MEDICard for your queries: 0917-7518365 (Globe) or 0919-2476240 (Smart). 


Please don’t forget to include your 


complete name and landline number where MEDICard could reach you. Leg on to www.medicardphils.com 


MEDICard is the first and only HMO in the Philippines and the whole 
Asian region to be ISO 9002 certified. 


New test could lead to early detection of cancer 


TWO of the world’s leading experts in cancer 
diagnosis, Dr. Kim O'Neill and Dr. Byron Kerr 
Murray, were in Manila recently to talk on new 
developments in cancer detection and manage- 
ment. 

Dr. O'Neill, a professor of microbiology at 
Brigham Young University for the past 19 years, 
discussed results of his research on a diagnostic 
and prognostic test for breast cancer. His re- 
search on thymidine kinase (TK) showed that 
TK levels were significantly elevated in the 
blood serum of patients with different types of 
tumors, compared to noncancer patients” serum. 
The study also indicated that breast cancer stage 
was directly related to serum TK levels. 

Results suggested that by using TK as a mo- 
nitor for cancer patients, it was possible to iden- 
tify which patients would suffer early relapse. 


This could allow therapy to begin before the dis- 
ease has recurred, thus, greatly enhancing sur- 
vival and tumor management. 

Through TK levels in primary tumors, it might 
be possible to predict accurately which patients 
‘would go experience a recurrence of the disease. 

‘A major drawback of the research is that the TK 
assay is complex, difficult to perform and requires 
highly skilled personnel to obtain accurate and 
reproducible results. O'Neill has developed a more 
accurate and sensitive assay for TK, a monoclonal 
antibody, that allows the use of the TK assay in 
most clinical laboratories (O'Neill has recently 
obtained a patent on this monoclonal technology). 

‘The new assay method would make it possible 
to accurately assess the.progress of breast cancer 
patients by serum and tumor measurements. The 
assay would also be a valuable aid in cancer 
screening and could help save many lives. 
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Osang forces us to confront our own hypocrisy 


EVEN before I personally met Rosanna Rocesin is considered immoral, it is refreshing to acquire many admirers of the opposite sex admit to ourselves, much less to our ing us that being truly human with very 
1999, I already noticed how different she is from have in our midst somebody who forces and have the guts to display that body spouse or the general public. And so we human desires is not being bad at all. And 
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the stereotype of a sex goddess in the local movie us to confront our hypocrisy and mental openly. Ț look at such a woman with disdain and we should perhaps tell all her detractors, 
world, She struck me as witty, brutally frank, dishonesty. AndI'm sure thatin the minds ofevery scorn, which is really a psychological quoting Jesus Christ, “He who is without 
‘mentally honest and completely uninhibited. I T'm sure that deep inside every Filipina red-blooded Filipino male, there is a defense mechanism. sin, cast the first stone. 


r i 's subconscious mind, there is ious hidden fantasy to goto bed Instead of condemning or criticizing a i ji 

to know whether that personality Woman's subconscious mind, ka bcomecd © go nstead of cone g g E-mail the author at jlicauco- 
p just for public consumption, Tovshow and Secret or suppressed desire to do what with Osang and make love toher passion- woman like Osang, we should perhapslook — @geocities.com. Visit worwangelfire.com/ 
may not necessarily reflect anything more than OSANG does, to have a beautiful body, ately. But this is something we cannot at ourselves, be thankful to her forremind- journallicauco 


mere movie propa- 
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INNER = A hint that this was =. 
AWARENESS = no ordinary showgirl š 


came when I read a 
a 
in a major national 
newspaper. On the 
second page of that 
feature story, Osang 
mentioned about soul è 
Jaime T. knew about that Sih d { [a i 
s concept because she 
Tiram" aon DE e adventure ot treshness 
n “Soul Mates, Karma 
and Reincarnations.” In my opinion, anybody I ib 
E oy oes ol ee rresistibly attractive. 
writings cannot be an ordinary person. He or she 
must definitely be a very progressive and an P 
anced er rovocatively mascu ine. 
From that time on I wanted to meet Osang in x 
person. I had a hundred and one questions to ask 
her. Shortly after that article about her came out in 
the papers, I learned from her psychic friend from. 
Binangonan, Miguelito Mindaño, that she was 
also very interested in meeting the author of those 
‘books on paranormal phenomena and Philippine 
mysticism. 1 didn’t realize she was deeply inter- 
ested in those subjects. 
During her first visit to my office in Makati, we 
hit it off right away. She was very friendly, very 
casual, exuberant and full of questions. She 
wanted to know everything about spirit guides, 
angels, elves and many other paranormal and 
spiritual topics. I was completely taken by sur- 
prise at her intense interest in these things. And 
she has also read the life of Helena P. Blavatsky, 
founder of the worldwide organization known as 
Theosophy. She told me Madame Blavatsky is 
her spirit guide. This was a big surprise for me. 
But this was confirmed by Mindaño and, two 
years later, by another 
Te aly Beal 
Osang is simply a sex 
sial movie star who 
readily disrobes before 
‘the camera without any 
or hesitation. Some 
Pama miye fecal 
fault with her for this, 
saying that she does it 
merely to attract atten- 
ER 
Truly human 
AE Re Even before I met 
ROSANNA Roces Osang personally, I 
already suspected she 
was more than just a pretty face, or a sensual 
body, or a witty mind. When I personally met and 
talked to her at length, I confirmed my suspicion 
that there was more to Osang than meets the eye. 
Despite her lack of higher education and 
intellectual sophistication, she exhibits a keen 
native intelligence and unusual mental honesty 
that is utterly lacking in most people in that 
profession. 
Actually, I believe that Osang is teaching the 
Filipino people certain bitter lessons about life, 
honesty and reality. By being brutally frank, 
honest and totally candid about herself, she is 
teaching us to look at reality as it is, without 
rationalization or bias. Acceptance of the truth, i 
no matter how ugly it is, is a sign of wisdom. pa 
Being ino ous aif coon tne gu 
non of being true to others. 
‘As William Shakespeare said in “Hamlet,” 3 oe 
“Above all, to thine own self be true/ And it must x fying Gl and Bol ee 


follow as the night the day/ Thou cans't not then 
be false to any man.” 

Most of us cannot confront our deepest fears, 
weaknesses, desires and sexual fantasies and 
put them up in the open, to be seen by others. 
Osang teaches us that there’s nothing to fear as 


long as we are truthful and honest about them. $ products 3): Beigi Hänen 
That’s why Osang can say whatever she has in at H&B $ ia east 


mind without any inhibition at all. She can com- 
pletely undress before an audience without an 
iota of embarrassment at all. She finds nothing 
wrong with it as Jong as it is the naked truth. 
Probably her disarming and honest manner is what 
enables us to look at her naked body without 
blushing or feeling that we are violating her or 
peeping at her, unlike looking surreptitiously be- 
tween the legs of a woman in mini skirtin a jeepney, 
forexample. 

In a country like the Philippines, where 
religious, social and interpersonal hypocrisy is 
the norm, where everything unorthodox or sexual 
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Hindi maiaalis sa mga Pilipino ang salitang, "may pinagmanahan". Be it a positive or negative Re 


trait. Kaya as much as possible, positive traits dapat ang ating ipapamana, di ba? Like wearing 
neat, tidy and good-smelling clothes. So ipamana ang ugaling paggamit ng Vernel. I's long- 
lasting fragrance will leave a long-lasting legacy to your children. @l 
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Look, Ma, an ortho in the mall! 


(From page C1) 


practice of orthodontics requires professional 
skill in the design, application and control of 
corrective appliances, such as braces, to bring 
teeth, lips and jaws into proper alignment and to 
achieve facial balance. All orthodontists are den- 
tists, but only a small percentage of dentists are 
orthodontists. An orthodontist is a specialist in 
the diagnosis, prevention and treatment of den- 
tal and facial irregularities. 

Tan notes that most of her patients come to 
Healthway clinic because they aren't too com- 
fortable in a hospital or clinic setting. “T've 
heard them say that they feel less tense when 
they are here,” she says. For parents, there is 
also the convenience of being able to do errands 
while the ohild is having braces adjusted, “They 
make it a family affair,” she says. “The whole 
family tags along mostly on weekends. They 
leave the patient with us and after an hour or $0, 
‘come back with their shopping done.” Plus, if 
you get to the clinic before the mall opens, the 
‘whole parking area is yours for the picking. 

Do it before seven 

‘Tan's patients vary in age from young child- 
ren to teenagers to adults. Children and adults 
can both benefit from orthodontics because 
healthy teeth can be moved at almost any age. 
Tan says that monitoring growth and develop- 
ment is crucial to managing some orthodontic 
problems well. 

The Association of Philippine Orthodontists 
(APO), a specialty organization founded in 1980 
to promote and encourage high standard of excel- 
lence in orthodontic treatment and education, 
recommends that all children have an orthodon- 
tic screening no later than age 7. Some ortho- 
dontic problems may be easier to correct if treat- 
ed early. Waiting until all the permanent teeth 
have come in, or until facial growth is nearly 
complete, may make correction of some prob- 
lems more difficult. 

Tan explains that by age 7 enough perma- 
nent teeth have come in and enough jaw growth 
has occurred that the dentist or an orthodontist 
can identify current problems, anticipate future 
problems and alleviate, parents’ concerns if all 
seems normal. The first permanent molars and 
incisors have usually come in by age 7, and 
crossbites, crowding and developing injury- 
prone dental protrusions can be evaluated. Any 
ongoing finger sucking or other oral habits can 
be assessed at this time also. 

‘According to the American Association of 
Orthodontists, habits like mouth-breathing, 
thumb-sucking, finger-sucking and biting the 
cheek or roof of the mouth may necessitate an 
early orthodontic examination, as do the follow- 
ing signs: 

‘ early or late loss of baby teeth 

e difficulty in chewing or biting 

‘crowding, misplaced or blocked out teeth 

ejaws that shift or make sounds 

feteeth that meet abnormally or not at all; or 

e jaws and teeth that are out of proportion to 
the rest of the face, 

‘An orthodontic screening no later than age 7 
enables the orthodontist to detect and evaluate 
problems, advise if treatment is necessary and 
determine the best time for that patient to be 
treated. Tan adds that an orthodontic evaluation 
at any age is advisable if a parent, family dentist 
or the patient's physician has noted a problem. 

Problems to look out for 

‘There are early warnings that may indicate a 
need for orthodontic treatment. "When parents 
come to me wondering why their kids have 
misaligned permanent teeth when when their 
kids had perfectly aligned teeth as babies, I tell 
them that the straight baby teeth should have 
been a cause for worry.” 

Tan advises parents to look out for the follow- 
ing indicators: 

‘Crowding: Teeth may be aligned poorly be- 
cause the dental arch is small and/or the teeth 
are large. The bone and gums over the roots of 
extremely crowded teeth may become thin and 

recede as a result of severe crowding. Impacted 
teeth (teeth that should have come in but have 
not), poor bite and undesirable appearance may 
all result from crowding 


Overjet or protruding upper teeth: Upper 
front teeth that protrude beyond normal contact 
with the lower front teeth are prone to injury, 
often indicate a poor bite of the back teeth (m 
lars), and may mean an unevenness in jaw 
growth. Commonly, protruded upper teeth are 
associated with a lower jaw that is short in pro- 
portion to the upper jaw. Thumb and finger 
sucking habits can also cause a protrusion of the 
upper incisor teeth, 


Deep overbite: A deep overbite or deep bite 
occurs when the lower incisor (front) teeth bite 
is too close or into the gum tissue behind the 
upper teeth. When the lower front teeth bite into 
the palate or gum tissue behind the upper front 
teeth, significant bone damage and discomfort 
can occur. A deep bite can also contribute to 
excessive wear of the incisor teeth, 


Open bite: An open bite results when the 
upper and lower incisor teeth do not touch 
when biting down. This open space between 
the upper and lower front teeth causes all the 
chewing pressure to be placed on the back 
teeth. This excessive biting pressure and rub- 
bing together of the back teeth makes chewing 
less efficient and may contribute to significant 
tooth wear, 


Spacing: If teeth are missing or small, or the 
dental arch is very wide, space between the 
teeth can occur, The most common complaint 
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MALL MEDICINE. Facade of Healthway Medical Clinic at Festival Mall in Alabang 
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A CLEAN and spacious waiting area by the nurse's station at Healthway 
Medical Clinic 


TWO AMAZING CHOIC 


from those with excessive space is poor appear- 
ance. 


Crossbite: The most common type of cross- 
bite is when the upper teeth bite inside the lower 
teeth (toward the tongue). Crossbites of both 
back teeth and front teeth are commonly cor- 
rected early due to biting and chewing difficul- 
ties. 


Underbite or lower jaw protrusion: About 
3-5 percent of the population has a lower jaw 
that is to some degree longer than the upper jaw. 
This can cause the lower front teeth to protrude 
ahead of the upper front teeth creating acrossbite. 
Careful monitoring of jaw growth and tooth 
development is indicated for these patients. 
Shopping for an orthodontist 
Orthodontic treatment does not come cheap 
though Tan is quick to say that the Philippines 
has the lowest rate in Asia. In the United States, 
braces can cost $5,000. In Singapore and Hong 
Kong the price ranges from $2000-3,000. The 
good news is the APO has standardized its rates. 


Get the Nokia 3310 with a SMART zed or a SMART Money 
SIM Pack and we'll take P600 off its original price. 


‘Currently, the fnost expensive treatment is withi 
the range of P50,000-75,000. If you do preven- 
tive orthodontics and catch the defect earlier, it 
will even cost much less. edi 

“We did this in order to protect both the 
consumers and the industry,” Tan says. “All the 
equipment that we use is from the US plus the 
training that we receive.” She emphasizes that 
the price of the equipment used for treatment 
makes it impossible to peg rates at such a ridi 

|. Stories have been told of 
‘and this is something th 
ents need to be wary about. You certainly 
wouldn't want another child’s braces inside your 
child's mouth; this is one area wheré the prac- 
tice of recycling is not ¢dvocated af all. 

She stresses that there are pany “quack” 
orthodontists who charge a fraction of the 
fees set by the APO for its members. “How 
they are able to do that is a big mystery that 
should make the consumer wary.” APO mem- 
bers also socialize their fees whenever neces- 
sary. When they see that the patient needs the 
treatment badly and cannot afford it, they do 
charity work from time to time, “It’s best to 
go with an orthodontist who has been screened 
and certified by the APO, that way you'll 
have peace of mind and know that your money 
won't go to waste and you are being treated 
by someone who is competent.” Tan closes. 
The APO has a roster of a hundred and plus 
members all over the country whose names 
and contact numbers can be accessed through 
the APO office. 

It is not surprising, of course, that a highly 
visible ortho practice like Joji Tan's should at- 
tract a large clientele, Tan's clinic at the mall is 
‘open on weekends. How much more convenient 
can it be? Mom won't have to leave work, pick 
up her kid from school, take him to the ortho, 
drive him back to school and then go back to 
work. 

Healthway Medical Clinic is at 2/L Pixieforest 
entrance, Festival Supermall, Alabang. The As- 
sociation of Philippine Orthodontists (APO) may 
be reached at 890-2824 or 890-2832. 


E-mail the author at cbguballa@ inguirer.com. 
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Five swinging years 


hiriey Boey, AVP international marketing manager, 


and still growing 


By BECKY GARCIA 


FIVE years have passed since I founded and 
organized the Dancesport Council of the Phils. 
and I must say we have covered a lot of ground. 
Dancesport has rapidly developed all over the 
country through the workshops and regional 
competitions we have conducted. Dancesport 
athletes are also multiplying. 

The active participation of students and local 
schools with the support of the Department of 
Culture, Education and Sports and the Commis- 

ion on Higher Education has also boosted the 
promotion of dancesport. Even teachers are en- 
couraged by the DECS to take up dancesport 
‘workshops conducted by foreign coaches where 
they learn the proper techniques and syllabus. 
Some schools have included dancesport as part 
of their curriculum in Physical Education and I 
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THE AUTHOR at the IDST Annual General Meetin 
Switzerland 


1g, Lausanne, 


EDNA Ledesma and new partner 


hope one day the DECS will require all the 
public and private schools to implement the in- 
clusion of dancesport. 
‘Twice the audience 

Last year in October saw the 4th National 
Championship with over 200 couples participat- 
ing all over the country. This is a good sign that 
‘more and more enthusiasts are becoming aware 
of dancesport. We also got an audience double 
the number of the past years. One day our sport 
will become as popular as other sports like bas- 
ketball and boxing. We brought in the Asian 
Dancesport Federation president and Presidium 
member of IDSF Mr. Keiji Ukai from Japan to 
head the panel of adjudicators, 

This year in March the DSCP staged the 2nd 
Quarterly Nationat Ranking and Competition- 
Alaxan Cup at the George Dewey Theatre in 


Subic with the Subic Bay Metropolitan Author- 
ity headed by chair Felicito Payumo. We brought 
in Scott Todd, Scandinavian Ten Dance cham- 
pion, to conduct the lecture, workshops and adju- 
dicating together with two other adjudicators 
from Taipeh and Hong Kong. Italian Profes- 
sional Rising Star Standard champions Mirko 
and Marika Selli did a beautiful demonstration 
show during the competition 

We are holding the Sth Midyear Ranking & 
Competition-Alaxan Cup on July 14. We have 
invited Wolfgang Opitz, coach of all world- 
class dancers and champions, to conduct the 
workshops and adjudicate, We are lucky to have 
such a prominent name in the dancesport world. 
The winners of the Sth Midyear Ranking & 
Competition in Standard and Latin will be sent 
to the IDSF Asia-Pacific Championship in Syd- 
ney, Australia on Sept. 22. 

Our Sth National Dancesport Championship 
this year will be held on Sept. 29, also at the 
Ninoy Aquino Stadium, To conduct the work- 
shops on Sept. 27 and 28 and to adjudicate will 
be the UK Professional Open Rising Star cham- 
pions and European Ten Dance champions John 
Byres and Jane Lyttleton, The champions in the 
Youth, Standard and Latin will represent the Phil- 
ippines in the IDSF Asian Dancesport Champi- 
onship 2001 in Taipeh on Oct. 13 and 14. 

In the international scene, we have also made 
our presence felt. The Philippines has been a 
regular member since 1997 of two powerful 
‘world bodies—the Lausanne-based Intemational 
Dancespor Federation—the amateur body which 
was successful in getting ballroom dancing re- 
cognized by the International Olympic Commit- 
tee as a sport, hence the word Dancesport and 
the World Dance & Dancesport Council, the 
professional body based in England, 

Since then, I have been attending the Annual 
General Meeting of both bodies represented by 
the Dancesport Council to IDSF meetings and 
the Professional Dance Teachers Association of 
Which I also organized to represent the PDTA to 
WD & DSC meetings. 

World-ranking list 

We were lucky that the Philippines was cho- 
sen by IDSF as one of the 20 member countries 
out of 76 all over the world to send a Latin 
American entry, Belinda Adora and Genice Mar- 
quez, to the World Games in Akita, Japan, As 
what IDSF sports director Heinz Spaeker said, 
the Philippines was chosen because it is now in 
the World Ranking list. What a big leap in five 
years, Philippines is also now ranking 4th in the 
‘Asia-Pacific Region and 3rd in Asia, 

Just recently in the 6th Singapore Superstar 
International Dancesport Championship 2001, 
our Standard Amateur Couple Edgar Borromeo 
and Ana Dulce Yango won the gold in the Asia- 
Pacific Closed competition and 4th place in the 
Open competition. While the Latin Amateur 
Couple Edna Ledesma and new partner Brian 
Lee Callo won the bronze both in the Asia- 
Pacific Closed Competition and Open Compe- 
tition, competing against entries from South Af- 
rica, Australia, Khazakstan, Canada and other 
Asian countries. 

Meanwhile, as we eagerly await the announce- 
ment of dancesport as a medal sport in the Olym- 
pies in the year 2008, we continuously promote 
dancesport all over the country through the rimedia: 
a dancesport segment on the weekly television 
program "Eezy Dancing” on Channel 5 (every 
Sunday, 9-10 p.m.); on air via the radio program 
“Dancesport with Becky” (every Saturday, 2:30-4 
p.m.) NBC Angel Radyo 1026 AM; and in this 
section whenever space allows. 

We have also visited several cities of the Phil- 
ippines—Cebu, General Santos, Cotobato, Davao, 
the Bicol region, NCR regions, conducting work- 
shops and competitions. We hope to cover more 
areas of the country even as our city and regional 
chapters are doing their own promotion by con- 
ducting workshops with the different barangays 
and students of the different schools and universi- 
ties in their regions 

‘The brand-new training center and office of 
Dancesport Council at the Philsport Complex came 
about because Philippine Sports Commission chair 
Butch Tuason saw an urgent need for one. 

This year also saw some dancesport couples 
changing partners. This is a good sign that more 
athletes are born, Unfortunately, some have been 
misguided by their supporters and sponsors. We 
just hope and pray that only good will come out of 
situations like this. We are also looking after our 
juvenile, junior and youth athletes as they will be 
the future of dancesport—our future Olympians. 

My advice to all our members and supporters 
is: Let us put aside all our differences and work 
together toward our common goal 
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TRISHIMMER is used for the eyes, cheeks and lips 


ALL-NATURAL handmade soaps have healing and soothing properties 
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NOT an eye-drop, but a breath freshener 


Beauty and bath lines from someone not-so-anonymous 


By VANGIE BAGA-REYES 
Protos BY Romy HOMILLADA 


URE, beauty comes from within. It 
radiates from having a sound 
isposition in life. But let’s face it, 
it’s difficult to feel beautiful when your 
skin is dry and flaky, your hair has split 
ends and your lips are constantly dry. 
Model-turned-entrepreneur Tina Maris- 
tela-Ocampo knows only too well that looking 
good is a 24-hour job. Though the market is 
already saturated with products claiming to 
be good for your body, from your head down 
to your toes, Ocampo has joined the band- 
wagon in hopes of offering better alternatives. 
‘Tina has come out with the apothecary 
line of Anonymous, the trendy chain of shops 
she runs with husband Ricco. “Since people 
are always on the go, we've developed 
products we feel they can use for their daily 
activities,” she says. 


Personal hygiene 
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THE BEAUTY behind the apothecary line is Tina Maristela-Ocampo 


4 It’s all 
| about 

looking 
good and 
feeling 
nice from 
your hair 
down to 
your toes 


When Anonymous introduced its apothecry 
line two years ago, the bath soaps became the top 
sellers. These all-natural handmade soaps are of- 
ten sought for their healing and soothing proper- 
ties. Made from essential oils of plants, fruits and 
flowers, the soaps are made exclusively for Anony- 
mous by Nelia Silverio-Dee. Tina says each vari- 
ety of soap is a product of their constant experi- 
mentation, “We tell Nelia the kind of blends and 
scents we want to have, and she tells us the 
benefits from each of them.” says Tina, who's in 
charge of product development. 

‘The soaps come with a litle brochure explain- 
ing the ingredients used and what good each 
ingredient offers the consumer. For example, the 
peppermint oatmeal—a blend of oatmeal, pepper- 
mint, orange and lemon—soothes and stimulates 
dry and sensitive skin, while treating acne, derma- 
titis, ringworm and scabies. The papaya sliver, 
with papaya, oatmeal and floral fruity blends, of- 
fers a sensual fragrance and soothing aroma to 
calm the senses. Rosemary's baby, with basil 
leaves, rosemary botanicals and rosemary essen- 
tials, refreshes the skin and relieves rheumatic and 
muscular pains, Poppy carve, with passion fruit 
oils and poppy seeds, gives a good scrub for 
rough parts of the body, such as calluses and 
knees. 

Good grooming starts from the head so hair 
care counts the most. Since peppermint is an 
‘excellent ingredient to soothe and relax the scalp, 
Anonymous formulated a gentle shampoo and 
conditioner with peppermint, “The peppermint is 
combined with some gentle ingredients that you 
can use every day. The soothing feeling lingers 
for two to three minutes. After a day's work, the 


FEMININE wipes packaged individually in 
sachets for traveling convenience 


you,” assures Tina, The ingredients for the 
shampoo and conditioner are from Germany, but 
are blended locally. 

“Anonymous tries to limit its hair-care product 
only to one kind of shampoo, conditioner and 
hair gel. “We felt that it's better to introduce a 
limited line that's well-studied to give customers 


our clients to appreciate every item we introduce 
and make them believe in it. We don’t want them 
to be overwhelmed with so many products that 
they get confused.” 

‘Anonymous also considers personal cleanli- 
ness that include hand cleansing gel, deodor- 
ants for men and women, breath freshener and a 
daily facial rinse. 

‘Women will also love Tina forher “invention 
of feminine wipes called Chick Flicks, “I'm very 
emphatic about this product because this has 
never been popularized,” says Tina, who knows 
only too well what women need. “One study 
showed that urine and water mixed together elicit 
a foul smell.” The feminine wipes have the odor- 
ex ingredient made from the zinc salt of ricinoleic 
acid, an active deodorizing substance with non- 
bactericidal effect. Oder-ex eliminates the odors 
and at the same has the CLA, a cleansing agent 
that kills the bacteria. Because they have no 
synthetic additives, the wipes do not irritate a 
woman's private parts. They are also mild and 
safe enough to use as baby wipes. 

‘The wipes look like towelettes packaged indi- 
vidually in sachets for traveling convenience. “It 
took us six months to find the right manufacturer 
for the wipes,” says Tina, who brings about 12 
packs everywhere she goes. 

Beauty enhancers 

‘Tina has also launched a new cosmetics line— 
foundation for wet and dry application, tishimmer, 
lipstick in nude colors, lipgloss, eye shadow in 
pale colors. 

‘The lipsticks, which so far have 15 types of 
shades, cater to all skin types—mestiza and 
morena. For the moisturizing lipsticks and Vita- 


CONDITIONER for de-tangiing 


and moisturizing hair 


MENTHOLATED shampoo 


shampoo can actually relax you and de-stress 


Sterlin 


JAMES Cooper has opened another 


their money's worth,” says Tina, “We also want 


make the bride even more beautiful and 


world-class and decadent salon. Located glowing on her day. 


on the ground floor of the Arete Square 
Building on Congressional Avenue (tes. 
‘927-5720/30), the salon is designed with 
‘customer pampering in mind—from the 
ample parking to the wooden walkway 
that leads into the main salon, from the 
cool temperature to the well thought-out 


sectioning of the salon. 


‘The salon is divided into sections 
specifically for women, men, children 
and a special closed-off area for sauna 


and massage. 


Each stylist and specialist has 
undergone rigid professional training 
and is an expert in his or her respective. 
fields. The variety of services include 
haircut, hair coloring, makeup, facial, Foot 
scrub and nail care. And as a gift, James 
Cooper offers special bridal packages to 


New ways to prevent 
hair loss 


SVENSON International offers several new products to minimize 
hair loss and prevent baldness from spreading, 

‘Tricho-DHT Inhibitor has been proven effective in combating 
dihydrotestosterone (DHT), the main culprit in male pattem baldness. 
‘The inhibitor helps stop further hair loss and contain baldness, 

Another innovation from Svenson is the Laser Hair Cell Accelera- 
tor, Developed in Germany, this treatment has shown remarkable re- 
sults in hair regrowth and recovery. A special soft laser used directly 
on the scalp acts like a light vitamin to increase the amount and 
prolong the life of hair cells. 

For baldness problems, the Cosmetic Transdermal Reconstruction 
(CTR) is the most advanced non-surgical hair replacement technology 
ever developed. It is seamless, unnoticeable and totally convincing as 
real hair, even to a conscious probing touch. 

Call the Svenson International hair and scalp clinics at 817-2260/ 
2194 (Makati), 372-663 1/6632 (QC), 2430128/244-8913(Binondo), 
842-1389/4181(Alabang) and (092)233-7631/7633 (Cebu). 


There's also the complimentary 
ginseng tea and various refreshments 
from the mini bar. 

Men will appreciate the barbers’ 
expertise in the men’s section, whatever 
particular choice of haircut or style they 
want, complete with a face wash and 
massage. Free hand and back massages 
are also available for anyone who wants 
them, 

‘The children’s section is filled with 
toys, books and car-like kiddie barber 
seats. 

Ail equipment and supplies are clean 
and hygienic. Combs, brushes, nail cut- 
ters, nippers and other communal equip- 
ment are soaked in Barbicide disinfect- 
ant to make sure each client gets the best 
and freshest of everything. 
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WHITENING POWDER 

Etta's pre-mixed compact contains skin 
whitening powder that is effective in 
whitening areas of dark skin and helping 
prevent freckles, pimples and blackheads. 
Call 847-8753 of 0917-4453185. 


formulated for normal to dry hair 
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NON-STICKY hair gels 


min E, Tina chose and tested all the colors, “Dur- 
ing our research and selection, I got five of our 
employees with different skin types. I had to 
choose a shade that will be perfect for each one. 
This was how I was able to come up 
with all the range of colors.” To name 
some, there's deep red no. 4 for the 
dark-skinned, pink no, 8 for the 
mestizas, and earth colors for the 
fair-skinned, 

The trishimmer, the newest in the 
line, can be used three ways—for 
the eyes, the cheeks or the lips. It 
will give the skin a soft glow that 
lasts. It can be applied over foun- 
dation, or on bare skin. Trishimmer 
can be added on top of regular 
lipstick or eyeshadow for a shim- 
mering effect. 

Tina recalls the manufacturer 
gave her 30 shades of foundation 
and it took her two years to actually 
choose the good ones. “This is the 
foundation I can say T can use and 
is at par with the other prominent 
‘cosmetic names. It doesn’t flake or 
make your face oily.” ‘The satiny 
smooth foundation can be used dry 
for a natural matte look, or wet for 
a sheer luminous look. 

Does a person need all these 
products? Well, the apothecary line 
at Anonymous or any other store is 
really about feeling good because 
you fee! clean and look beautiful more 
than anything else. These things 
bolster your well-being. “Of course, 
having a pleasant personality counts 
alot,” adds Ocampo. 

A little vanity completes the 
picture, 


Please pass the iodized salt 


HAVE you been putting a dash of iodized salt 
in your cooking? 

Health Secretary Manuel Dayrit reminds 
everyone, mothers especially, about the impor- 
tance of using iodized salt: “Iodine is needed 
for the proper development of the brains of 
children," he said. 

“If children are iodine-teficient, their IQ may 
drop by as much as 15 percent. Lack of iodine 
in children can also lead to hypothyroidism, 
which in newborn is characterized by jaundice, 
poor appetite, constipation, slowed bone 
growth. If not diagnosed and treated within a 
few mouths of birth, hypothyroidism results in 
mental retardation,” 

“In contrast, only a small amount of io- 
dized salt every day is needed to supply the 
iodine requirement of the body,” adds Dr. 
Teofilo San Luis, president of the Philippine 
Thyroid Association. 

Secretary Dayrit said that iodine deficiency 
remains a public health concern in the 
Philippines in spite of the ASIN law passed 

1 eight years ago, which pushed for greater use of 


iodized salt. Data from the Food and Nutrition 
Research institute (FNRI) shows that 36 out of 
100 children in the country are iodine-deficient. 

‘To combat the problem, Dayrit said he has 
sought the cooperation of local government units 
to check if public markets sell iodized salt. He 
also launched early this week the Thyromobil 
‘campaign, with Merck Philippines Inc., the In- 
temational Council for the Control of Iodine 
Deficiency Disorders (ICCIDD), Philippine Thy- 
roid Association and the Philippine Society of 
Endocrine and Metabolism. 

Thycomobil, a specially equipped mobile 
laboratory for conducting iodine analysis, is in 
the country to survey school children in six 
provinces. It conducts tests of urine samples, 
and uses ultrasound for detecting goiter, as part 
of the overall effort to assess the status of iodine 
intake especially in children, 

Data gathered by Thyromobil will be used 
to validate the FNRI statistics, as well as serve 
as the basis for future interventions to eliminate 
iodine deficiency disease in the country, Dayrit 
added, 


Freebies for moms and babies 


KIMBIES recently provided fun and freebies to 
mommies and babies during a four-day event 
dubbed “Mommy, Kimbies and Me” at the Ever 
Gotesco Malls (Ortigas-Extension, Common- 
wealth, C.M. Recto and Grand Central). 

For a minimum purchase of P100 worth of 
Kimbies Belt-Style, new Kimbies Plus and/or new 
Kimbies Diaper Pads from the booth or 
supermarket, consumers were entitled to join the 
“Pick-A-Prize” promo wherein they were able to 
bring home special gift items on the spot. 

‘The purchase also entitled moms and babies 
at the “O.K, (Operation Kalinga) Kay Nanay at 
Baby” comer to free blood pressure checkups 
and consultations courtesy of mom-and-child 
specialists, Pediatricians and Ob-gynes provided 
moms with professional advice and guidelines on 
personal health care and proper baby care. 

After the medical consultations, moms also 


enjoyed a special place called the “Palit Diaper 
Comer” located just within the booth area where 
they changed their babies’ diapers for free and 
without any hassles. 
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ANIMAL CRACKER 
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BY FRED WAGNER 
THE ONLY WAY YOULL SEE WE 
WORLD l5 To DIE AND COME 
BACK AS A CROCODILE SNICASE! 
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YOUR LAZY BEACH POTATO 


BY ATS11/JEA/ FEVG 


BY EUGENIA LAST 


CELEBRITIES BORN ON THIS DAY: Arlo Guthrie, David Brinkley, Omar Sharif, Haley Joel Osment, Mandy Moore 
Happy Birthday: You will attract love relationships and friendships with interesting people. As long as you can maintain a positive 
‘outlook, you will have continued success. If you become moody and negative, all will be lost. Hold your head high and strive to be and 
1o do your best. The retums will be greater than you ever imagined. I's your year to put your best foot forward and reap the rewards. 
Your numbers: 4, 29, 30, 31, 44, 46 


ARIES (March 21-April 
© 19): Don't become in- 
volved in debates that 


could make you look bad 
at work and Jead to the unemployment 
line. It's wise to work in large groups 
‘where you can hide in the crowd, 


© TAURUS (April 20-May 
20): You can make extra 


tive ideas to good use 
Present your work to someone who is 
willing to help you develop your inter- 
ests, Avoid family disputes, 


GEMINI (May 21-June 
20): You need to expand 
your horizons, Foreign cul- 
tures will be most intrigu- 
ing and open your eyes to new ways of 
doing things. Your observations will 
change your opinions 


| | CANCER (June 21-July 


)AILY_CROSSWORD. 


18 Postic feat 
19 Meg or rane 


20 Abound 
21 BSA 


But 
27 Flow high 


30 Mob vite 
31 Bewildered 


32 Cultura 


medium g 
34 Explosivo 


g 
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lotions 
37 Part 2 of quote 


41 Switchba [F 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): 
You will be in a strange 
mood concerning your per- 
sonal life. Don't be too 
quick to judge others. You may be the 
‘one who's at fault. 


BA) VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
O 2: Srini payor: 
l Your boss wili be impressed 
with your loyal. and ad- 
vancement will be yours. Mix business 
Sith pleasure, and you will discover a 
new and exciting relationship. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
22): Put money into per- 
sonal investments. Start 
with changing your own 
image. You need to feel good about 
yourself if you want others to respond 
to you in a positive manner. 


[aa] SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 
O smc, 
© son 
Foleo ng 


‘SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22- 
Dec. 21): You need to in- 
teract with friends who 
have a lot to offer. Your 
desire to leam and expand your inter- 
ests will lead to unusual activities. I's 
time to broaden your horizons. 


j 5 CAPRICORN (Dee. 22- 


Jan, 19): Let goof your past 
and you'll be surprised how 


um 
42 Low places 


43 Past. present Huntington Beach, CA 


or future 
44 Decree 9 UFO cow 
46 Offer treo 10 Dexterous 
47 End of quote 11 One-handed 
52 Notions bask 
53 Coffea sorver 
54 Actor Estrada 
58 Evidoings 
59 Wheel spokes 
61 Sign gas 
82 Analysis 
63 Viewpoint 
64 Sugar source 
Takas to court 


By Alan aches waa 
PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER 
Caca GONGA COMH 
HOHA GAGOA QANE 
1600 AGODA NGOO 
CANSON GANGAON 

afale To —_ 
MIRAA MANCONNAN 
onga ODGO HAAD 
BMG BORE -AON 
GENA HONGO GONA 
folelPjolst Tr] elo QONGA 

[EOI 
clos ie ln tctoln|olutctr 
BREE DOADO MANB 
IOON GADUG GANA 
JADON GONGA MODA 


46 Repudiates 55 Genuine 
47 Wetsprays 56 Charged 


48 Farowal, rices 
Francois 57 Patoia's 

49 Trickneaded 

50 Push against 59 Old scrap of 
gently 


much you can accomplish. 
Your emotional well-being depends on 
‘your ability to see all the possibilities. 
Be positive and go after your goals. 


| AQUARIUS (Jan. 20- 
LA| itt auract atention. Use 


get the best results. You're in the mood 
to spend some time with your lover. 


Teee 
ro 
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te coe 
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Birthday Baby: You're inquisitive to 
say the least. You will have your finger 
in every pie, always looking for some- 
thing new and exciting. You're a hand- 
ful to take care of but a pleasure to 
know. You'll always be one step ahead 
of the crowd. 


MUTTS 


BY PATRICK McDONNELL 


Now I VILL PLAY 
CHOPIN'S “MINUTE. 


iy WHATS 


esl 


ETAN 


AA 


YUP, IF YOU NEEL 
THE BATHROOM KEY, 
IN THE GUY TO 
GO To! 


LOVEKNOTS 


DAPAT HINDI TAYO BUMIBILI) 
NE SNATCHED AT NAKAW, 
CELLPHONE SA RECID 


BY PAPU & TATUM MILAMBILING 
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FIRST OUTING. Volunteer members of the Supporters of the WWF at their first workshop in Anilao 


ACH of us has a con- 
; nection with Mother 
EZ Earth. Toacertainde- 
Z| gree we are affected by the 

7 4 changes that happen in the 
world. Moreimportantly, this 

link enables us to empathize 
with natureandmovesusinto 
action. Some of us are so 
moved astobecalled towork 
full-time in the field of con- 
servation. Others, because of 
theirimportantrolesin soci- 
ety, must contribute to this 
cause in some other way. 


semanas it 


GETTING the diving gear ready. 


The Supporters of World Wild- 
life Fund membership program has 
been envisioned as a venue for peo- 
ple of different backgrounds to pitch 
in on the cause of environmental 
conservation, in whatever way they 
‘can. In April 2000 WWF-Philippines 
started to create an individual mem- 
bership base that would hamess the 
time, talent and resources of ordi- 
nary individuals towards a common 
goal: “To stop and eventually re- 
‘verse the accelerating degradation 
of the environment in the Philip- 
pines.” 

Last May, “Earthwatch by the 
Sea,” held at Balai Resort, Anilao 


Watching over nature by the threatened sea 
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OUT TO SEA. Members are taken on a diving trip so they can 
observe conservation efforts in marine biodiversity. 


was launched as the SWWF's first 
membership activity, to give mem- 
bers an idea of the kind of work that 
is being done in marine biodiversity 
conservation. During the two-day 
workshop, members learned about 
the basics of marine ecology. They 
were also taught how to identify 
basic life forms of corals and reef 
fishes. 

A total 15 supporters signed up 
for the event, many of whom came 
from the private sector, such as Shell 
Philippines Exploration, Citibank and 
Romulo Mabanta law offices. Team 
members of the Balayan Bay project 
‘were on hand to share with the par- 
ticipants their experiences in the field 
as well as their own insights toward 


identifying reef fishes. 

The seaside earth watch, 
through which the WWF had hoped 
to create a heightened sense of 
awareness of the marine environ- 
ment, is only the first of many ac- 
tivities planned. Long term, WWF- 
Philippines hopes to build a pool 
of members who have attended two 
or more of these seminars with the 
intention of tapping them as field 
volunteers. 

The “Earthwatch by the Sea” 
workshop has given members an op- 
portunity to reconnect with Mother 
Nature. And for an organization like 
WWE, this affiliation with earth is 
the best of the natural resources it 
advocates to preserve. 


Kenny's premium pan-roasted pork cho} 
topped with a special cranberry sauce 
complete with one side-dish, rice and a muffin 


Get an additional side dish and pay only P 128 


‘conservation in the bay. The group 
was also privileged to have Mon 
Miclat, former director of the Bu- 
reau of Fisheries and Aquatic Re- 
sources, to share his expertise in 


For more information on mem- 
bership, call Marga Espiritu at 433- 
3220 to 22 or e-mail mespiritu@ 
wwf philorg.ph 


r) 


WWF officer for information and communication, giving a lecture 


